
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

 

Jesus often used stories in His teachings. These stories were impactful 
because they reminded people of their own lives, journeys and 

experiences, but it also told them the truths about God and God’s 
kingdom. These stories still reveal truths to us about life and living in 

God’s kingdom. 
 

Life Stories - told by Jesus, lived by you. 
 
 
This booklet can be used as a stand-alone daily devotional. Or, if you 
would like to follow the sermons, they can be downloaded from our 
website at www.northfield.co.za or a cd-set of the sermon series is 
available for sale in our bookshop, and can be used as an 
accompaniment for this booklet. If you are using the devotions together 
with the sermon series at Northfield Methodist Church, then the 
readings start the day AFTER the sermon is preached, and the start date 
for each reading is: 
 
TRUE VALUE   Page 02  01 July 2018 
TRUE IMPACT   Page 09   08 July 2018 
TRUE ACCEPTENCE  Page 16  15 July 2018 
TRUE WAITING   Page 24  22 July 2018 
TRUE PERSEVERENCE  Page 32  29 July 2018 
 
These devotions are written by a team of writers and ministers from 
Northfield Methodist Church. An electronic version of this booklet that is 
formatted for easy reading on your tablet or phone, can be downloaded 
from our website, or you can request to be added to the email list. For 
more information, contact Jackie at 010 140 0210, or email at 
jackie@nfmc.org.za. ©Northfield Methodist Church.  
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TRUE VALUE: DAY ONE 
 
The Parable Of The Pearl Of Great Price, And The Hidden Treasure 
Read Isaiah 43:4. “Because you are precious in my eyes and honoured, 
and I love you”. 
 
The “kingdom of heaven” as a theme is particularly important to 
Matthew as both Jew and Gentile looked forward to it. Matthew wanted 
to unite both Jew and Gentile by making them aware that Jesus Christ 
was the true Messiah and that the hope and expectation of a new future 
had been fulfilled through His coming to earth. We come to realise 
through Matthew’s teaching that the “kingdom of heaven” exists today. 
Through Christ’s death and resurrection from the cross we have an 
established promise of an eternal future with Christ Jesus, and we live in 
this present world looking forward to His second coming. We understand 
that even though the “kingdom of heaven” is not yet fully established we 
may still enter it now. Our perspective as Christians therefore is very 
different to that of the Jewish believer. The Jewish believer views the 
world we live in as a world ruled by Satan and they wait expectantly for 
the Messiah to bring the “kingdom of heaven” to earth.  
 
We are privileged in that our hope as Christians is established and 
grounded in God’s love and in the fulfilment of His promise. We are 
God’s children and he is our “Abba” or “Father” (According to Pawson, 
Matthew mentions this word 44 times in his writings). This may be 
because Matthew wished us to know that it is not merely our obedience 
to our “king” which saves us, but our relationship with Him as our 
“Father”.  
 
Isaiah 43:4 says, “You are precious and I love you”. I would like to 
encourage you today to respond to those beautiful words. Start your 
prayer today in response to this message by saying: 
 

Prayer: Abba, Father, you are precious and I love you… 

    
Notes:           
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TRUE VALUE: DAY TWO 
 
Read Matthew 13:44. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in 
a field, which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field” (R.S.V). 
 
The parable of the hidden treasure and the pearl have the same theme 
but each brings a slightly different message. They both deal with the 
importance of and growth of the “kingdom of heaven”. As we have 
learnt previously that “kingdom” is not merely a future one, it exists 
today. 
 
In this parable, the “kingdom of heaven” is described as a treasure, 
discovered hidden in a field. The worker who discovers it does not take 
the treasure with him (Jewish law dictated that if a treasure was 
discovered it was to be given to the master or owner of the land), but he 
buries it again and he goes and sells everything he has to buy the field. 
The treasure in this parable was so valuable to the man that he was 
willing to sacrifice all that he had to acquire it. The treasure was worth a 
lot more to the man than the price he paid for it. Matthew 10:39 states, 
“He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake 
will find it”. 
 
Consider: Are you willing to abandon everything to secure the gift of the 
most precious treasure: “the kingdom of heaven”? Are you willing to offer 
your discipleship and obedience to Him? Do you treasure a relationship 
with God above all else? 
 

Prayer: Dear Father, I treasure and love you above all else, I want to be 
your obedient servant.  

 
Notes:           
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TRUE VALUE: DAY THREE 
 
Read Matthew 13:45. Again the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
in search of fine pearls, who on finding one pearl of great value, went 
and sold all that he had and bought it”. 
 
The word “again” demonstrates a tie to the previous parable. The same 
theme being the importance or worth of the “Kingdom of heaven”. 
Like the previous parable, the pearl merchant saw that the pearl was 
very valuable and was willing to sell everything he had to acquire it.  
 
In this parable Jesus was speaking to the Jews. Their whole life had been 
consumed by their traditional religious belief in God – the pearls. Jesus 
was asking them if they were willing to give up the pearls – to obtain a 
pearl of greater value and worth – “the kingdom of heaven”. 
Jesus was asking the Jews to let go of a belief system steeped in tradition 
and heritage, bound by rules and regulations; to take on a personal, free 
relationship with Him, grounded in His love and on the promise of an 
eternal future in His kingdom. 
 
Consider: Is there anything you need to let go of today in order to serve 
God freely and without restriction? Ask God to free you from your past or 
from anything preventing you from having a fully productive life in His 
service. 
 

Prayer: Father I ask you to free me from ……. I dedicate my life to 
serving you. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE VALUE: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Philippians 4: 4-7. “Rejoice in the Lord, always; again I will say 
Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have 
no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be known to God. 
 
Having spoken to the church to remain in unity, Paul reminds his people 
to maintain some positive Christian characteristics in the face of their 
difficult circumstances. 
He tells the church to: “Rejoice in the Lord always” and emphasises these 
words by repeating them. You may ask the question: “how is it possible 
to rejoice when I am facing threats, death or persecution?” The answer 
to this question is found in the above text: 

 Let everyone know who it is you place your trust in. 

 Remember God is with you. You are not alone. 

 Don’t be anxious. Trust God with your problems through prayer, 
supplication and thanksgiving. 

 
As Christians we are not immune to difficult circumstances, and we 
should remain patient, kind and loving towards others who are facing 
hardships. We can however count it a pure joy to serve God’s will, and as 
a result maintain an inner peace in the face of hardship or trouble. 
 
Consider: How do people cope without God by their side? 
 

Prayer: Father, thank you for your continued presence and love. Thank 
you that despite my circumstances I can find joy in being obedient to 
your will. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE VALUE: DAY FIVE 
 
Read Lamentations 3:25. “The Lord is good to those who wait 
(confidently) for Him, to those who seek Him (on the authority of God’s 
word). 
 
Where do we put our trust? Sometimes we put our trust in a 
circumstance, person or object, and we neglect to recognise God’s 
sovereignty and ultimate provision. When we place our confidence in 
God’s will for our lives we are identifying Him as ultimate and supreme 
over every situation. 
 
Jesus asked the question over and over in His ministry: “Do you believe?” 
Stan Guthrie tells us that the Greek word for believe in the New 
Testament is “pisteuo” which means: “to have faith in, to trust in, to 
commit to, and to rely on”.  
 
Belief or faith in God is therefore not just a blind acceptance of His 
existence. Faith in God requires a deliberate action on our part. 
What is that action? 
 
Commit your life to serving God. Include God in your prayers, talk to Him 
and share your joys and your sorrows with Him and rely on Him to help 
you. Read His word, meditate on it and learn it. The more you walk in His 
will, the closer you will draw to Him. As you draw closer to Him you will 
become more sensitive to His voice and more effective in your ministry 
to others. Trust that God’s will for you is good and that He will never 
leave you. 
 
Consider what steps you can take to draw closer to God.  
 

Prayer: Father help me to draw closer to you today. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE VALUE: DAY SIX 
 
Read John 15:5. “I am the vine you are the branches, if a man remains 
in me and I in Him he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing”. 
 
Jesus uses this analogy to emphasise: 

 That he is the true vine. If you are going to plant a vine, the plant 
must be healthy and of good quality. A healthy plant will bear 
good fruit. An unhealthy plant will bear bad fruit. We need to 
remain in Christ’s love to bear healthy fruit. 

 God is the farmer. He cultivates, feeds and waters the vine. 

 God removes the dead wood from the vine or community of 
Christ in order that the plant may remain healthy. 

 In order for us to serve God effectively we need to continue to 
remain connected to Him. 

 We stay connected to God by being obedient to His word and by 
submitting our requests and thoughts to Him through prayer. 

 The healthy fruit we bear represent the disciples we bring to 
Jesus as well as answered prayer, joy and love. Please see 
Galatians 5:22-24 and 2 Peter 1:5-8. 
 

Christians are not meant to live apart from God. He created us so that He 
can fulfil His purpose in our lives and in the lives of others. 
 

Prayer: Jesus, I want to continue to serve you faithfully… 

    
Notes:           
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TRUTH STORIES: What God Wants You To Know 
 
Reflection on TRUE VALUE: 
The Parable Of The Pearl Of Great Price, And The Hidden Treasure 
 
Welcome:  Focus Verses: Matthew 13:44, “The kingdom of heaven 

is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field” (R.S.V). 
Matthew 13:45, Again the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls, who on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it” (R.S.V). 
 
 

Worship:      Light of the World – https://youtu.be/ez0dXA6VI0c 
Songs for Hope and Healing -
https://youtu.be/vEfblYYR8Hc 
 
 

Prayer:   God help me to remain steadfast in my love for you. I 
want to have a personal relationship with you which has 
true value. Assist me to grow in my knowledge of you so 
that I may bear much fruit for your kingdom. 

 
 
Word:    Study the focus verses above. 

 Where can we find true value? 

 What treasure are we gifted with when we dedicate our 
lives to God? 

 What do the “ordinary” pearls and the “perfect” pearl 
represent in this story? 

 Is there anything you need to let go of today that may be 
preventing you from serving Christ freely and without 
restriction? 

 
 

  

https://youtu.be/ez0dXA6VI0c
https://youtu.be/vEfblYYR8Hc


 

 

- 9 - 

TRUE IMPACT: DAY ONE 
 
The Parable Of The Mustard Seed 
Read Matthew 13:31-32. ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
which a man took and planted in a field. Though it is the smallest of all 
your seeds, yet when it grows it is the largest of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air can come and perch in its 
branches’. 
 
A parable is a true to life story, designed to teach us a truth about the 
Kingdom of God. A few things stand out in this parable which I will come 
back to again during the week. (1) Although the parable is brief, it is 
important. There are parallel passages in Mark 4:30-32 and Luke 13:18-
21. (2) As in the previous two parables, a seed is the object of the 
parable. (3) Jesus does not explain the parable so we must use what 
Jesus explained in other parables to interpret it. Parables must also be 
placed in the context of the overall ministry and teachings of Jesus. 
 
Mustard seeds were the smallest seeds planted in Palestine at the time, 
probably no bigger than a speck of dust. However, a mustard seed had 
the potential to grow into a big plant where birds could nest, a safe 
place, a resting place, and a place to belong. There is a possible reference 
here to Ezekiel 17:23 where the birds of the air nested in the branches of 
the mighty cedar tree. Here the mustard bush would seem small 
compared to the great cedar. In this deliberate irony, we are reminded 
that despite appearances, God will and does fulfil His promises. This 
parable also shows us that God can bring something great out of 
something that seems insignificant and small. When we live by kingdom 
principles, our smallest actions can have great results. 
 

Prayer: My soul finds rest in God alone. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE IMPACT: DAY TWO 
 
Read Romans 14:17. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating 
and drinking but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 
For the rest of this week I would like to explore some of the phrases in 
the parable of the mustard seed. Today we will explore the phrase ‘the 
kingdom of God’. Jesus came proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is at 
hand (Matt 4:17). It is near and accessible to all who want to enter it 
through new birth.  One of the primary associations with a kingdom is 
the sovereign rule of a king. For Christians, this is the rule and authority 
of God in the world, and in our lives.  
 
In his sermon, ‘The way to the kingdom’, John Wesley substituted the 
words ‘kingdom of God’ for the words ‘the nature of true religion’. We 
could then read the Romans 14:17 like this: the kingdom of God (the 
nature of true religion) is not meat and drink (rituals and outward 
appearances) but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
True religion is a right heart towards God and man. True religion 
naturally leads to good work, and love for our neighbour, but the real 
nature of true religion is found in the hidden space in our hearts. Do we 
spend hours serving others every week (which is a good thing), but 
neglect our personal walk with God? 
 
God longs for us to delight in Him and find happiness in him. When the 
LORD begins to rule in our hearts we begin to hear and obey God.  
 

Prayer: Thank God for the areas in your life where you have found 
happiness in Him. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE IMPACT: DAY THREE 
 
Read Matthew 13:8-9. ‘Still other seed fell on good soil where it 
produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He 
who has ears, let him hear’ (NIV). 
 
In the parable of the sower (Matt. 13:1-9), we see that the seeds fell on 
all different types of soil with differing results. Some seed fell on good 
soil and produced a good crop; other seeds landed poorly and were not 
fruitful.  What we notice is that the quality of the seed (the Gospel 
message) is never in question; only the quality of the responses. If we 
want to receive a bountiful kingdom harvest in our lives, the seed (the 
Word of God) must be sown deep in our hearts.  
 
What then, does a mustard seed tell us about the ‘kingdom of God’? 
What point is being made? The mustard seed starts small, probably no 
bigger than a speck of dust, but it is powerful. Its growth is slow and 
steady as it grows into a large hospitable bush that sustains life. It has 
huge potential. The mustard seed can be seen as Christ himself. The 
entire kingdom grows from Him. When we trust God, the Holy Spirit 
comes to live inside us, transforming us and making us grow. The fully 
grown plant produces spiritual fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience and 
kindness. It also brings grace, forgiveness, healing and compassion. 
When God rules in our hearts, two things happen. We strive to live in 
peace with others and we seek to live holy lives, imitating Christ. When 
we do this, others will see Christ in us. 
 
Close your eyes for a few moments, sit comfortably and imagine God’s 
grace, love, forgiveness, healing, compassion and righteousness flowing 
over you. 
 

Prayer: God, may the soil of my heart be ready to hear what you are 
saying to me today.  

 
Notes:           
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TRUE IMPACT: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Ezekiel 17:23. On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it 
will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. 
Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its 
branches (NIV). 
 
Because birds ate some of the seeds in the parable of the sower, some 
commentators explain the birds in the parable of the mustard seed to be 
adverse conditions and situations encountered in life. This interpretation 
still supports the idea of finding shelter in the tree. It is not surprising 
that the kingdom of God is compared to a large tree, as a tree is a symbol 
for the Kingdom. Whatever circumstances we find ourselves in, we find 
shelter, rest, comfort and blessedness in the kingdom and in Christ. 
 
The birds can also represent those who hear the Good News of the 
Gospel. Koester in his commentary likens the birds to ‘souls that 
contemplate what is heavenly’. Stop for a moment and consider what life 
would be like if we spent more time contemplating the heavenly. 
 
It is interesting that Jesus uses a symbol from a vegetable garden. God 
will bring about something different to what we expect.  God is at work 
in His kingdom but he also uses us, His earthly disciples to accomplish his 
purposes. We all have a role to play and can all make a difference. Are 
we finding our shelter in Christ and are we providing shelter to others?  
 
Living in the kingdom and living out kingdom principles will naturally 
effect change in me and be beneficial to those around me.  
 

Prayer: May Your kingdom come, may your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  

 
Notes:           
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TRUE IMPACT: DAY FIVE 
 
Read Matthew 5:16. In the same way, let your light shine before others 
so they may see your good deeds and Glorify your Father in heaven 
(NIV). 
 
Amongst other things, this parable is about potential and growth. We 
have all been given a tiny seed, a seed of faith, a seed of life, a seed of 
love, a seed of hope. What will we do with it? Will we plant it, put it on a 
shelf or hide it away? 
 
The mustard plant was known for its healing and flavour qualities. Does 
our presence have a pleasing fragrance? Do we strive to live in peace 
with those around us? Do others find in us a safe place, a resting place, a 
place to belong? 
 
In order for a seed to grow, we need to do something with it, we need to 
plant or sow the seed. A seed has the potential to be what it is not yet. 
We have the potential to make a big difference in the kingdom and in the 
lives of others. 
 
We are all part of God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom will continue to grow 
until Christ returns. We have a mandate to spread the Good News of the 
kingdom where we are. After the resurrection, only a handful of disciples 
were left to spread the Good News of God’s kingdom, but in time, the 
gospel had reached almost every nation. Nothing could stop God’s Word 
from taking root and flourishing. 
 
Consider where God is calling you to participate in His kingdom? 
 

Prayer: May my light shine before others, so they may see You. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE IMPACT: DAY SIX 
 
Read Philippians 4:8. Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about 
such things (NIV). 
 
Jesus proclaimed joy and hope to the world. Why is it that so many 
Christians experience disappointment in their faith? Why have so many 
not found this kingdom living to exceed the expectations that Jesus 
promised? I would like to suggest that too many people rely on self-help 
strategies in answer to life’s troubles, when in truth we should be 
seeking a spiritual solution and an intimate relationship with Christ. God 
is not hidden but we must seek Him to know Him more deeply. Jesus 
calls us to be his apprentices and disciples, to learn from the Master. 
 
Like athletes training for a race, we are called to develop a training 
program to become more like Christ. Dallas Willard reminds us that 
‘grace is not opposed to effort but to earning’. There is a cost to 
becoming more like Christ. If we regularly participate in practices that 
Jesus modelled, we will become more like Him. These practices include 
solitude and silence, prayer, sacrificial living, study and meditation on 
Scripture and service to others. 
 
We saw earlier in the week that a kingdom is associated with the 
sovereign rule of a king. As Christ begins to rule in our hearts, we begin 
to hear and obey God (John 10:27). We seek to live a holy life that 
imitates Christ. Perhaps then, we will experience kingdom living that 
exceeds our expectation. God promises the power to turn away from sin 
and obey him in every aspect of our lives. Never underestimate the 
power of God’s Spirit to work in our lives. 
 

Prayer: Abba I belong to You. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUTH STORIES: What God Wants You To Know 
 
Reflection on TRUE IMPACT: 
 
The Parable Of The Mustard Seed 
 
Welcome:  Ice breaker – What is something that bothers you that 

does not seem to bother most people? 
 
 
Worship:  Song suggestions: 

Hosanna:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoM0AT8fBvs 
God I look to you:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CR5IoWH9OiI 
Yes and Amen: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkHo70DeiMM 
Lord make me like you: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tv-UxrtkGM 
 

 
Word:    Matthew 13:31-32 

 What do you understand by the term ‘kingdom of 
heaven’?  

 Why is a mustard seed like the kingdom of God? 

 Should we validate movements by their size or 
popularity? 

 When you think about the kingdom of heaven, what 
thoughts or feelings do you experience? 

 Which spiritual disciplines draw you closer to God? 

 How can you apply this parable today? 
 

 
Work:  This week’s devotion mentioned the spiritual disciplines 

of solitude and silence, prayer, sacrificial living, study 
and meditation on Scripture and service to others. 
Dedicate time this week to one of the spiritual disciplines 
that you may have neglected. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoM0AT8fBvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CR5IoWH9OiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkHo70DeiMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tv-UxrtkGM
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY ONE 
 
The Parable Of The Wedding Banquet 
Read Matthew 22:1-10.  
 
Do you notice that there is a king who is preparing a celebration, a 
wedding feast for his son and for those who will hear the call to come?  
When we think of the preparation work that is occurring for this feast, 
we often think of the table that is being prepared and the food that is on 
it. But I think that there is a deeper meaning than just that. God’s 
preparation work is in the lives of the people who are invited and chosen 
to be there. When we come to Him and follow Him, He will make us into 
what He has called us to be and do. 
 
Friend, God is at work in you! This picture of a feast is that of a close 
intimate relationship. For many of us some of the best times of our lives 
would be described as a time of close family eating together around a 
table. Feasting together reminds us of intimacy in scripture.  Jesus is 
saying to us today, for those who hear the call and open their hearts: He 
will come and enjoy a close intimate relationship with us, typified by 
sitting around a table and eating together. 
 
Will you be accepting the invitation of the hosts of hosts today, to share 
in a meal at His banquet?  
 

Prayer: O God, our King, we thank you for your open invitation for us 
to be your guests and you our host. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY TWO 
 
Read Matthew 22:3-4.  
 
An Invitation to the wedding. In the Middle East at the time of Christ, 
people of means would send out a general call or invitation for all to 
attend the wedding feast that they were preparing. The day would be 
set, but not the time. Notice that verse three of our passage says that the 
servants were sent to all those who had been invited (i.e. past tense).   
Who would you consider to be the first servants sent to bid the people to 
come to the feast? 
 
Traditionally, all the common people came to a wedding early; they 
wanted to share in the joy of the king's happiness at the marriage of His 
son. The more distinguished guests would wait for the servants of the 
king to come and tell them when all was ready. This consideration on the 
part of the king would allow for no waste of time for the more noble 
guests. They could come just as the celebrations started.   
 
The reading tells us that their response to the invitation is not one of 
being unable to come, but that they were unwilling to come: “Then he 
sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
Notice the graciousness on the part of the king. When the first servants 
received refusals from invited guests who would not come, the king sent 
out His servants a second time. Don’t you think that He would feel 
insulted at the rejection of His invitation?  
 
In what ways have you heard the invitation of God in your life? Can you 
think back to a specific instance or instances when you have been aware 
of His call? How many times did God send His servants to you? 
 

Prayer: Father God, your invitation for us to come, is one that does not 
expire. You call us out to draw near and respond to your request. 
Forgive us when we hesitate to answer you. You never give up on us! 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY THREE 
 
Read Matthew 22:5.  
 
Jesus was sharing the words of this parable in the temple area itself. 
Around Him were the religious leaders that were resistant to His gracious 
words. He had already shared two parables before the parable of the 
wedding feast (Matthew 21:23-46). His words about their excuses would 
have cut to the heart, because the parables that He spoke were getting 
too close to the mark.    
 
Often today, the claims and call of the gospel are pushed away because 
of many different excuses, just as they would have been pushed away 
during that time. For example, some people put their business and their 
work life ahead of matters of the heart. “I’m too busy,” they say. They 
never seem to be too busy for sport, or social media, or movies, etc.  
 
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those 
I invited did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite 
to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as 
the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests." The Invitation is 
sent out to all, The King invited everyone to attend. Some felt they were 
not worthy to attend and didn’t deserve to be in the presence of the 
king. We are ALL called to the Wedding Banquet because of His great 
love and mercy and not for anything that we bring to the table. In His 
great plan, He has invited everyone. Can you think of instances in 
Scripture when Jesus reached out to those who others despised? Do you 
think it is possible to pass by some people today, based on our own 
assumptions?  
 
Practice: Who can you invite to worship with you this week that has in 
the past always been too busy? 
 

Prayer: Father God, in our busyness we lose sight of who you are. We 
are so busy building our own kingdoms that we forget that you are 
our King. Forgive us Father in our times of selfishness. 

 
Notes:            
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Matthew 22:11-14. “But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. He 
asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The 
man was speechless. “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand 
and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ “For many are invited, but few are 
chosen” 
 
We are now told of the king’s coming into the midst of the wedding 
celebration and seeing a man wearing no wedding clothes. In the story of 
Samson’s wedding in Philistine country we are told of the custom of 
supplying the wedding guests with linen garments (Judges 14:10-13). In 
Samson’s case he tried to get out of the custom by posing a riddle.    
In our parable, this custom is alluded to. The king in the parable is a 
picture of God who supplies all of His wedding guests with a robe of 
righteousness. There will be none at the wedding feast better dressed 
than others—we will all be one in Christ Jesus and be clothed in God’s 
righteousness: “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my 
God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me 
in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a 
priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Isaiah 61:10). This 
man’s lack of the proper garment shows that he has purposely rejected 
the king’s provision for him. This is a greater insult than those who 
refused to come to the wedding. This man chose to affront the king in 
the presence of all His guests. He is a picture of those who refuse to wear 
God's provision of the garment of righteousness that God has given 
(Isaiah 61:10). This part of the parable alludes to the Jews that were 
standing around Christ as He spoke, acting as believers but trying to trap 
Him in His words (Matthew 22:15).  
 
Practice: Will you notice the provision in your life now? 
 

Prayer: Father God, thank you for the provision you offer to us. Holy 
Spirit, remind us in times of lament of the generosity of God our King. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY FIVE 
 
Matthew 17:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who 
enter through it. "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads 
to life, and there are few who find it”.  
 
Many people are invited in the “general call” that goes out to all who will 
hear it. The call is a summons to repentance and faith in Christ. Many will 
hear but few respond. All those who will respond to the call are those 
whom God has foreseen that they will respond. Those who respond and 
repent (change their minds and hearts) are the chosen of God before the 
foundation of the world. 
 
Let me be clear about the invitation. The invitation is sent to everyone. If 
we could only understand what God has prepared for those who love 
Him, none of us would find any excuse not to come to the Wedding 
Feast. William Barclay, a famous theologian, has stated, “The Christian 
life is at one and the same time an invitation to privilege, to 
responsibility and to glory. And at the back of it there remains the 
haunting thought that the tragedy of life is to refuse the invitation of 
God.” 
 
Friends, God has chosen us, He has invited us, He has called us. We are 
invited to the table that is prepared, a heavenly banquet waits for the 
Bride, The Church. What a privilege it is for us to be invited and be part 
of this celebration. Let us accept the invitation and enter through the 
narrow gate as Christs beloved. Let us gather and dance and celebrate 
our King! 
 

Prayer: King of Kings, we celebrate you and honour you. We offer our 
love and adoration to you. Thank you that you chose us before we 
chose you, that you loved us before we loved you. We look forward to 
celebrating at the table and banquet that you have prepared for us. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE ACCEPTANCE: DAY SIX 
 
“Excerpted in Heaven”, by Randy Alcorn, quoting Ruthanna Metzgar 
herself: 
“As a professional singer, it was not unusual to be asked to sing for a 
wedding, but it was a bit unusual to sing for the wedding of a millionaire. 
I knew the wedding would be picture-perfect and was pleased to be able 
to participate, but when the invitation to the reception arrived I knew it 
would be something exceptional. The reception was held on the top two 
floors of Seattle’s Columbia Tower, the Northwest’s tallest skyscraper, 
and it was even more wonderful than I imagined. There were waiters 
wearing snappy black tuxedos who offered luscious hors d’oeuvres 
[appetizers] and exotic beverages for the most discriminating tastes. The 
atmosphere was one of grace and sophistication. After about an hour of 
merriment the bride and groom approached a beautiful glass and brass 
staircase that led to the top floor. A satin ribbon, which was draped 
across the bottom of the stairs, was cut and the announcement made 
that the wedding feast was about to begin. The bride and groom 
ascended the stairs and the guests followed. What a lavish event of 
which to be a part. 
A gentleman with a lovely bound book greeted us as we reached the top 
of the stairs. “May I have your name please?” “I am Ruthanna Metzgar 
and this is my husband, Roy Metzgar,” I replied. The gentleman searched 
the Ms. “I’m not finding it. Would you spell it please?” I spelled it slowly 
and clearly. After searching throughout the book the gentleman looked 
up and said, “I’m sorry, but your name is not here. Without your name in 
this book you cannot attend this banquet.” “Oh, there must be some 
mistake,” I replied. “I am the singer. I sang for this wedding!” The 
gentleman calmly answered, “It doesn’t matter who you are or what you 
did, without your name in the book you cannot attend this banquet.” As I 
looked around the room I thought briefly of running to the groom and 
trying to plead my case, but with a hundred guests on the stairs behind 
us and every place at the tables assigned according to the thoughtful 
choices of the bride and groom, I stood silent. The gentleman with the 
book motioned to a waiter and said; “Show these people to the service 
elevator please.” We followed the waiter past beautifully decorated 
tables laden with shrimp, whole smoked salmon, even gracefully carved 
ice sculptures. And adjacent to the banquet area was an orchestra, its 
members all dressed in dazzling white tuxedos, preparing to fill the room 
with glorious music. 
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We were led to the service elevator, stepped in, and the waiter himself 
pushed “G” for garage. My husband, thoughtfully, did not say a word, 
nor did I. As Roy drove out of the Columbia Tower garage, we both 
remained silent. After driving several miles in silence, Roy reached over 
and gently put his hand on my arm. “Sweetheart, what happened?” And 
then I remembered: “When the invitation arrived for the reception I was 
very busy and I never bothered to return the RSVP. Besides, I was the 
singer, surely I could go to the reception without returning the RSVP!” 
 
As we drove on I began to weep. I was not weeping because I had just 
missed the most lavish banquet of my life, but I was weeping because 
suddenly I knew what it will be like someday for people as they stand 
before the entrance of heaven: People who were too busy to respond to 
Christ’s invitation to His heavenly banquet. People who have assumed 
that the good things they had done, even perfect church attendance or 
singing in the choir, would be enough to gain entry to heaven. People 
who will look for their name in the Lamb’s Book of Life and not find it 
there. People who did not have time to respond to Christ’s gracious 
invitation to have their sins forgiven and accept Him into their hearts. 
And then I wept again because I was so grateful that I had, many years 
earlier, received Christ as my personal Savior and can be confident that 
my name is written in the most important book of all: The Lamb’s Book 
of Life. Is Yours?” 
 

Prayer: Thank you Father, that I am invited to the banquet that you 
have prepared for me. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUTH STORIES: What God Wants You To Know 
 
Reflection on TRUE ACCEPTANCE: 
The Parable Of The Wedding Banquet 
 
 
Welcome:   Have you been to a wedding recently? Share one 

memory about it that was fun, unique, romantic, or 
something that spoke to you about Christ. 

 
 
Worship: Listen to the song – “Let us build a house where all can 

dwell – all are welcome” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3Pb77ylz_Q 

                           Take some time to reflect on the lyrics. 
 
 

Word:  Read Matthew 22:1-14. 
1. Who would you consider to be the first servants sent to 

bid the people to come to the feast?  
2. In what ways have you heard the invitation of God in 

your life? Can you think back to a specific instance or 
instances when you have been aware of His call? How 
many times did God send His servants to you?  

3. Who would the second servants symbolize and what in 
history was the response? 

 
 
Work:    As a group, have someone read Matthew 22:1–14 MSG 

aloud. Write down the key words that stand out for you 
in the reading. 

1. Commit to share the invitation offered freely by Christ 
with someone else this week. 

2. Commit to meet with a friend who is always “Too Busy” 
to share a meal and pray for them to accept the 
invitation of Christ. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3Pb77ylz_Q
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TRUE WAITING: DAY ONE 
 
The Parable Of The Ten Young Women 
INSTANT RESULTS 
Read Matthew 25:1-13. “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be 
like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish 
ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise 
ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom 
was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep’” (v1-5, NIV). 

How many of us read Jesus’ parable and think that it is trying to scare us 
into being ready for when Jesus returns? Does this parable make you feel 
wise or foolish? What if we focus instead on the long period of waiting 
that these women had to endure? 
 
No one likes to wait. And these days, in our fast-food culture of getting 
things instantly when we want them, we have become even worse at 
waiting. We want our lives to go the way we want them to now. We do 
not have the patience to wait for the seedling to grow. We want the 
trees to reach to the sky in a matter of minutes. We want life to be ready 
made and easy. We do not want to wait for growth and development. 
We want to be whole people all the time and straight away. 
 
There’s a reason that patience is a gift of the Spirit. Although we can 
easily get frustrated at the many roadblocks that we come across on our 
path of life, how we grow on the journey – how we grow in the waiting – 
and who walks that path with us, is of so much value. 
 
Like the women waiting for the bridegroom to return, we need to learn 
the value of waiting. We need to learn to wait well. 
 

Prayer: Lord, I know that you walk my path with me. Help me to grow 
patient in the waiting. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE WAITING: DAY TWO 
 
THE DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL 
Read Psalm 37:7. “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out 
their wicked schemes” (NIV). 
 
We’ve all had times where life just seems unfair. We’ve prayed about 
something earnestly and then waited expectantly for the results we think 
we need. And then nothing happens. Or everything happens and life 
overwhelms us. We meet obstacle after obstacle and we wonder about 
God’s plan for our lives. It is so easy to feel lost in the dark. We grope 
around aimlessly or we sink to the floor in despair, not knowing how to 
carry on. We wonder about God’s presence just as the five women in 
Jesus’ parable wondered about the groom’s return. They became 
distracted or tired and forgot how to wait. Roadblocks in life can plunge 
us into what seem the darkest nights of our souls. 
 
But as John Ortberg discusses in his book Soul Keeping, it is during the 
worst times of our lives, during the waiting and seeming lack of 
answered prayers, that God seeks to change us the most. It is in the dark 
that the caterpillar develops into a butterfly. It is in the dark that we can 
be moulded and shaped into who we need to be. 
 
Maybe we are waiting and God hasn’t answered our prayers because our 
wings aren’t ready yet. 
 
As said by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, “We have to put up with two or 
three caterpillars if we want to experience the butterflies” [translation – 
writer’s own]. 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to realise that the bad experiences that I am 
going through are preparing me for something better. Thank you that 
you know the plans that you have for me and help me to trust in those 
plans. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE WAITING: DAY THREE 
 
Read Psalm 123:2. 
 

WAIT – RUSSELL KELFER 
 

Desperately, helplessly, longingly, I cried;  
Quietly, patiently, lovingly, God replied.  

I pled and I wept for a clue to my fate . . .  
And the Master so gently said, "Wait." 

 
"Wait?  you say wait?" my indignant reply.  
"Lord, I need answers, I need to know why! 

Is your hand shortened? Or have you not heard? 
By faith I have asked, and I'm claiming your Word. 

 
"My future and all to which I relate  

Hangs in the balance, and you tell me to wait?  
I'm needing a 'yes', a go-ahead sign,  
Or even a 'no' to which I can resign. 

 
"You promised, dear Lord, that if we believe,  

We need but to ask, and we shall receive.  
And Lord I've been asking, and this is my cry: 

I'm weary of asking!  I need a reply." 
 

Then quietly, softly, I learned of my fate,  
As my Master replied again, "Wait."  

So I slumped in my chair, defeated and taut,  
And grumbled to God, "So, I'm waiting for what?" 

 
He seemed then to kneel, and His eyes met with mine . . .  

and He tenderly said, "I could give you a sign.  
I could shake the heavens and darken the sun.  

I could raise the dead and cause mountains to run. 
 

"I could give all you seek and pleased you would be.  
You'd have what you want, but you wouldn't know Me.  

You'd not know the depth of my love for each saint.  
You'd not know the power that I give to the faint. 
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"You'd not learn to see through clouds of despair; 
You'd not learn to trust just by knowing I'm there. 

You'd not know the joy of resting in Me 
When darkness and silence are all you can see. 

 
"You'd never experience the fullness of love 

When the peace of My spirit descends like a dove. 
You would know that I give, and I save, for a start, 

But you'd not know the depth of the beat of My heart. 
 

"The glow of my comfort late into the night, 
The faith that I give when you walk without sight. 
The depth that's beyond getting just what you ask 

From an infinite God who makes what you have last. 
 

"You'd never know, should your pain quickly flee, 
What it means that My grace is sufficient for thee. 

Yes, your dearest dreams overnight would come true, 
But, oh, the loss, if you missed what I'm doing in you. 

 
"So, be silent, my child, and in time you will see 

That the greatest of gifts is to truly know me. 
And though oft My answers seem terribly late, 

My most precious answer of all is still . . . Wait."  
 

Prayer: Lord, help me learn to wait. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE WAITING: DAY FOUR 
 
GROWING CLOSER TO GOD IN THE WAITING 
Read Hosea 12:6. “But you must return to your God; maintain love and 
justice, and wait for your God always” (NIV). 
 
God grows us while we wait. But He also grows our relationship with 
Him. Being able to keep our eyes on God during the trying times of life is 
a value that we wouldn’t learn if we never had to wait. 
 
There’s a reason that so many Psalms are being referred to in this 
devotional. David had to learn the art of waiting well. It is how we wait 
that defines us. In Psalm 130:5, we once again see David in a time of 
waiting: “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I 
put my hope” (NIV). It is David’s attitude while he is waiting that defines 
him. He chooses to wait expectantly and he continues to rejoice and 
worship the Lord. He knows that the dark night will not last forever and 
that morning will come again. He hopes in the Lord and waits hopefully. 
 
We may have times that we don’t wait with an attitude like David. We 
become impatient and fatigued and morning never seems to come. But 
God is still there with us in the dark and he can still mould us when we 
feel like a wreck. We can learn to wait hopefully and expectantly for God 
to complete His good work in us; but we don’t have to beat ourselves up 
when we forget how to wait. God can still work with us, no matter the 
shape of our clay. 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me wait hopefully and to rejoice in you. Thank you 
that you are still with me when I do not wait well. Amen. 

    
Notes:           
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TRUE WAITING: DAY FIVE 
 
ACTIVE WAITING 
Read Psalm 27:14. “Wait for the LORD; be strong and let your heart 
take courage; yes, wait for the LORD” (NASB). 
 
Waiting for God does not mean that we have to lie around passively and 
expect things to happen to us in due course. We, like some of the 
women in Matthew 25:1-13, should not just put the cover over our 
heads and go to sleep. Although we are allowed times like this, we can 
learn to wait actively. 
 
Steve Fuller explains that “the Hebrew word [for waiting] does not mean 
passive waiting; it means eager seeking. It means taking the steps that 
God has promised to use to help us, while trusting him expectantly to 
work”.  
 
We can take active steps to surrender to God while we wait. We can 
walk towards Him while we wait. As Kristene DiMarco sings: 
 
Take courage my heart 
Stay steadfast my soul 
He's in the waiting 
He's in the waiting 
Hold onto your hope 
As your triumph unfolds 
He's never failing 
He's never failing 
 

Prayer: Lord, thank you that you are with me in the waiting. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE WAITING: DAY SIX 
 
WAITING WELL 
Read Matthew 25:1-13. 
 
Whether we are waiting in a seemingly never-ending queue at the shops 
or waiting for God to answer the deepest desires of our hearts, we can 
learn to wait well. What are we doing while we are waiting? 
 
Are we grumbling about the wait and the unfairness of it all? Or are we 
teaching others how to wait and tackle obstacles through our own words 
and actions? Are we keeping ourselves busy with meaningless tasks or 
are we trying to find our feet and learning more about ourselves and our 
relationship with God in the process? 
 
Whether a trivial or a serious matter, God is with us in the waiting and 
we can learn to wait well. 
 
We can be like half the women in Matthew who wait expectantly, or we 
can be like half the women who fall asleep. Sometimes we can be a bit of 
both. 
 
But as Tony Evans says, “The real problem isn’t the waiting – it’s what 
happens in our hearts while we wait”. 
 

Prayer: Lord, in good times and bad times, help me to remember that 
you are developing me into who you created me to be. Lord, I want to 
wait well. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUTH STORIES: What God Wants You To Know 
 
Reflection on TRUE WAITING: 
The Parable Of The Ten Young Women 
 
 
Welcome:   Have a moment of quiet to yourself. Think about your 

own life and what you are waiting for at the moment. 
What has your attitude been during this period of 
waiting? 

 
 
Worship: Listen to “Take courage” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r49V9QcYheQ 
Spend a few moments in reflection and thank God that 
He is with you while you wait. 

 
 
Word: Matthew 25:1-13; Psalm 37:7; Psalm 123:2; Psalm 

130:5; Psalm 27:14. 
We are naturally impatient. We want our desires to be 
granted now, without having to wait. But patience is a 
gift of the Spirit and we can learn to wait well. 

 How can we learn to wait more patiently and 

expectantly? 

 Look up other Scriptures that teach us about waiting. 

Which heroes of our faith also had to wait? 

 How can prayer help us in our periods of waiting? 

 
Work: This week, try and practise waiting well. How can you 

use this time more effectively?  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r49V9QcYheQ
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY ONE 
 
The Parable Of The Persistent Widow 
THE UNJUST JUDGE 
Read Luke 18:1-8. 
 
A parable is a story. “Jesus often used stories in his teachings. These 
stories were impactful because they reminded people of their own lives, 
journeys and experiences, but it also told them truths about God and 
God’s kingdom. These stories still reveal truths to us about life and living 
in God’s kingdom” – Louise Wernich. 
 
In the parable we are reading this week there are two characters: the 
unjust judge, and the persistent widow. Luke started the story right away 
by saying “Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for 
them to pray consistently and never quit” (v1 MSG). Jesus was speaking 
to his disciples, and it forms part of a longer conversation he was having 
with them about the kingdom of God (Luke 17). 
 
It is made very clear that the judge “never gave God a thought and 
cared nothing for people” (v2 MSG). In fact, this description of him is 
repeated in v4. He really didn’t care about the widow or her cause. Yet 
she persisted, she kept coming to him, asking for justice. And he kept 
refusing. Eventually he gave in, not because his character or insight 
changed during the course of this story, but for entirely selfish reasons: 
“I will give this widow justice because she keeps bothering me. 
Otherwise there will be no end to her coming here and embarrassing 
me” (v5 CEB). He gave in because she was annoying him, and people 
were starting to notice. 
 
Spend a few minutes considering what it is that you need right now. Not 
‘stuff’. What grace? What comfort? What forgiveness? What peace? 
Bring it to God in prayer. Even if you have done so before. 
 

Prayer: Loving Father, thank you that I can keep coming to you. Thank 
you for your patience and love. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY TWO 
 
THE JUST JUDGE 
Read Luke 18:1-8, preferably from a different translation. 
 
This parable is not saying that God is an unjust judge who will eventually 
relent in the face of persistence. It is saying that, if even the most unjust 
and uncaring judge will finally give in to the ceaseless cries of an 
uninfluential widow, then how much more will God - a God who is a good 
and caring and just judge - answer our prayers? The focus is on God’s 
deep desire to respond. This story offers an invitation and an 
encouragement to those of us who are perhaps reluctant to approach 
the almighty God with our petitions. It is an invitation to pray without 
ceasing, confident of God's desire to hear us. When we feel unconfident 
and unable to pray, this story invites to persevere! This parable may also 
be addressing those early believers - and those of us today who are 
becoming discouraged by the difficult or unjust conditions we are 
experiencing. It seems to be saying that while God may sometimes seem 
like an unjust judge who does not care, God does indeed care very 
deeply and will deliver justice in His time. This story offers comfort and 
assurance for those of us in distress, it serves as a reminder that we need 
to persist in faith and prayer, and not lose heart. We can be confident 
that in time God’s justice will prevail. When we feel discouraged by the 
injustices of the world and we wonder if God even hears our prayers, this 
parable encourages us to not lose heart and to persevere! 
 
God longs to give us what we need. “Do not be afraid of missing out. 
You’re my dearest friends! The Father wants to give you the very 
kingdom itself” (Luke 12:32 MSG). 
 
Have you ever felt that all you do is to pray about the same thing, over 
and over, and there just seems to be no response from God? Do you feel 
like you are ‘nagging’ God? Do you think God minds that you wrestle with 
your challenges before him? 
 

Prayer: Loving Father, thank you that you promise to step in and work 
justice for me, who continues to cry out for help. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY THREE 
 
THE PERSISTENT WIDOW 
Read Luke 18:1-8, preferably from a different translation. 
 
In biblical times widows were very vulnerable. They had no legal standing 
at all. The fact that this widow was petitioning the judge herself, meant 
that she had no male family members who could step in on her behalf. 
This too speaks of how low her social standing was. In the eyes of a judge 
who didn’t care for people or justice, she meant absolutely nothing. Yet 
she persisted and persevered and caused enough pressure on the judge 
to influence his actions. Not because he changed, but to get rid of her. 
Her persistence is what gets her the justice she asks for. 
 
This story serves as an encouragement to those of us who are suffering 
or witnessing injustice to continue in our petitions for justice to prevail. 
This widow shows that it sometimes takes extreme perseverance, and 
continued speaking out about the wrong in the world, to effect change. 
The Bible continuously tells us that God cares for the vulnerable and the 
marginalised and the abused, and therefore we should persist in our 
complaints even to the point of embarrassing the powers that be, to be 
heard.  
 
It is within our power to speak up and speak out, to help and serve and 
support, to pray and care and influence. It is our job to do what we can 
for those who cannot. This parable provides us with an affirmation that 
our relentless struggles will not be in vain, and our persistent prayers 
along with our relentless efforts will bear fruit in time, because our 
loving Father cares deeply for everyone. 
 
What hurts are you praying for? What injustices are you speaking up 
about? What vulnerable people are you petitioning for? 
 

Prayer: Father, thank you that you care so deeply for me. Break my 
heart for what breaks yours, that I may pray, pray, pray and serve. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY FOUR 
 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
Read Luke 11:5-10. 
 
In this story of the friend who helps the other friend with bread in the 
middle of the night, we also see how persistent asking gets answered. 
Jesus ends this story by promising “Ask and you will get; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will open” (v9 MSG). The Bible is filled with 
so many references to prayer. In essence it is a story of the love-filled 
relationship between God and humankind, and that relationship is 
formed, enriched and strengthened by our constant prayer, and God’s 
never-ending listening.  
 
 “Luke’s gospel speaks deeply into the matter of justice. Perhaps this 
parable (of the persistent widow) is a reflection on that. Perhaps it is a 
reflection on the reality that in this world there will be times when we 
face deep injustices. This parable reminds us to never give in to those 
injustices, to never give up in the realities of this broken world. Rather we 
are called to pray into the reality of God, not the reality of this world. God 
does hear. God does act. And until God does act our prayer should not 
end. Even though we have to wait for long we should not give in to the 
injustices of this world” – Louise Wernich. 
 
As humans we have a tendency to give up. We are impatient, we feel 
unheard, we lose heart and hope. Yet we are urged to not stop until God 
has answered. We need to pray without ceasing, we need active 
perseverance. God’s word promises us, over and over again, that 
“Staying with it – that’s what God requires. Stay with it to the end. You 
won’t be sorry, and you’ll be saved. All during this time, the good news 
– the Message of the kingdom – will be preached all over the world, a 
witness staked out in every country. And then the end will come” (Matt 
24:13-14 MSG). 
 

Prayer: Loving Father, teach me to pray without ceasing. Remind me 
that I need to pray, not for what I want, but for what you want.  

    
Notes:           
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY FIVE 
 
A PERSON OF PERSISTENT FAITH 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Job 22:26-27. Jeremiah 29:12-13. Psalm 
4:3 (CEB).  
 
In this parable we see the power of persistent prayer. The statement 
“when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on this earth?” (v8b), 
relates to people of prayer and people who pray persistently for their 
needs. Perhaps this is about asking the question of whether the faith level 
of your community is better off because of you. Are you part of those who 
are tossed by the storms of life, or are you an unwavering beacon of 
faith? The way we become an unwavering beacon of faith is through a 
life of prayer. Knowing who God is and what God does, and giving that a 
greater importance than the injustices of the world around us” – Louise 
Wernich.  
 
Prayer has power. Prayer changes hearts. Prayer transforms lives. Prayer 
uplifts the soul. Prayer inspires action. Prayer unites people. Prayer 
sustains communities. Prayer renews the spirit. Prayer brings God’s 
justice into the world. But we tend to think it is someone else’s job. It’s 
the minister’s job to pray. The church needs to bring faith. It’s the 
Mother Teresas who fight the injustices. It’s the soup kitchen’s task to 
feed the hungry. We think that we cannot make a difference. We don’t 
have power. We don’t have money. We don’t have influence. The job is 
too difficult. The need is too big. The challenges are too entrenched. But 
it IS our job. And it IS our responsibility. Each of us are tasked to pray and 
work for the good of the kingdom.  
 
This is a huge and powerful question: is the faith level of my community 
better off because of me? Am I an unwavering beacon of faith? When the 
Son of Man comes, will he find MY faith on earth? 
 

Prayer: Father, teach me how to pray. Prompt me to pray. Remind 
me to pray. Help me to pray. Create in me a lifestyle of prayer. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUE PERSEVERANCE: DAY SIX 
 
TRUTH STORIES 
Read Luke 18:1-8, preferably from a different translation. 
 
In this sermon series we have looked at five parables, five of the stories 
that Jesus told, that shine a light on what the kingdom of God looks like. 
Jesus used illustrations and metaphors that made sense to his audience, 
to explain the concepts that are difficult for us as humans to imagine. It 
is still difficult for us to understand, but we hope that you have 
experienced a small glimpse of what God wants us to know, through 
these stories. In week one, we discovered the priceless True Value of the 
kingdom of God through the story of the pearl of great price and the 
parable of the hidden treasure. In True Impact we saw how something as 
small as a mustard seed can grow to something of eternal consequence. 
In True Acceptance we learn how we are all unconditionally invited to 
the wedding banquet prepared for us by God in the kingdom of God. In 
True Waiting we learn from the ten young women how waiting is part of 
our relationship with God, but that preparing is part of waiting well. And 
in True Perseverance, the parable of the persistent widow teaches us 
that we may pray unceasingly, approach God constantly and confidently, 
and that God hears us always. 
 
What do these stories reveal to us, here today, about living life in God’s 
kingdom? They reveal a God who loves us deeply, who hears us 
patiently, and who is with us in our pain and waiting and preparing. They 
show a God who invites us unconditionally into his priceless kingdom. 
And we are welcomed into that kingdom, not just one day when we die, 
but every day, while we live. And when we live by kingdom principles, 
our smallest actions, and our persistent prayers have great results.  
 

Prayer: Father, thank you that you teach me what you need me to 
know. Prepare my heart and grow my wisdom and understanding, so 
I may serve you better. 

 
Notes:           
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TRUTH STORIES: What God Wants You To Know 
 
Reflection on TRUE PERSEVERANCE: 
The Parable Of The Persistent Widow 
 
 
Welcome: Tell a story of where you achieved something, against all 

expectation, through sheer dogged persistence. What 
does that say about you? 

 
Worship: Sing or listen to ‘Nothing Is Impossible’ by The 

Planetshakers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm0O_1Xqn5o 

 Spend a few minutes in complete silence. Instead of 
being persistent in prayer, spend this time quietly 
listening to what God may be teaching you. Be aware of 
your breathing and your body and your thoughts. Try to 
determine where your stress lies and where God may or 
may not be in that.  
 
 

Word:  Read Luke 18:1-8. If you can, use a translation you do 
not usually read. What was that like, to read the same 
story several times this week? Did different things stand 
out for you in the re-reading? 
Focus on verse 7. What do you think it means? Do you 
believe that God provides justice today? When you look 
at the world, does it look like there is justice? Do you 
think God is slow to help? Be honest: how do you feel 
when you read this verse? 
Focus on verse 8. What do you think it means? “But 
when the Human One (Jesus) comes, will he find 
faithfulness on earth?” Will he? Will he find faithfulness 
in you? Will he find faithfulness in your community? 
Why? Why not? Who do you know, that Jesus will find 
faithfulness in? How can you be more like that? 
 

 
Work: This week: pray without ceasing. Be persistent. 

Persevere. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm0O_1Xqn5o


  

 

 


