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Acts was written by the same writer as the gospel of Luke. It is the 
second volume of his work to describe the impact of Jesus’ life and 
teaching on the world. For Luke, the work of the Spirit is central both to 
Jesus’ ministry and to the ministry of Jesus’ followers. And this work is all 
about a wholistic salvation – spiritual, physical, social, economic, 
ecological, political, and relational. While the gospel describes how Jesus 
preached and practiced revolutionary kingdom living, the book of Acts 
reveals how the disciples sought to join the revolution, continue this 
work, and spread the revolutionary good News of the kingdom 
throughout the world as they knew it 
 
This series is about understanding how the church can live as a 
revolutionary community of believers in the Risen Christ who seek to live 
the revolutionary ways of the kingdom of God together. And it invites us 
to have the same impact on our community now as the first believers 
had on their community all those years ago. 
 
This booklet can be used as a stand-alone daily devotional. Or, if you 
would like to follow the sermons, they can be downloaded from our 
website at www.northfield.co.za or a cd-set of the sermon series is 
available for sale in our bookshop, and can be used as an 
accompaniment for this booklet. If you are using the devotions together 
with the sermon series at Northfield Methodist Church, then the 
readings start the day AFTER the sermon is preached, and the start date 
for each reading is: 
 
#PowerToAll   Page 02  21 May 2018 
#HealingToAll   Page 09   28 May 2018 
#FreeToAll   Page 16  04 June 2018 
#KindnessToAll   Page 23  11 June 2018 
#LiberationToAll  Page 30  18 June 2018 
#LoveToAll   Page 37  25 June 2018 
 
These devotions are written by a team of writers and ministers from 
Northfield Methodist Church. An electronic version of this booklet that is 
formatted for easy reading on your tablet or phone, can be downloaded 
from our website, or you can request to be added to the email list. For 
more information, contact Jackie at 010 140 0210, or email at 
jackie@nfmc.org.za. ©Northfield Methodist Church.  

Acts: #JoinTheRevolution 
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#PowerToAll: DAY ONE 
 
Read Mark 8:31-9:1 especially 9:1. 
 
It is a common experience for humans to live large portions of their life 
with little awareness of the presence and power of God. Is it not at such 
times that people are also met with: 

 questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life? 

 a frustration at not being able to live as one should? 
Such a state of life is simply the Spirit of God working within, making one 
uncomfortable and prompting one to change or to be revolutionised to 
live a life where there is an awareness of the presence and the power of 
God. Life lived without such awareness is a life filled with dark moments 
of being tossed about by forces and realities greater than ourselves and 
causing damage in our lives. Life lived without such awareness at best 
allows us to know what we should be doing but never gives us the power 
to live as we should. This causes us either to live a life of frustration and 
disillusionment at ourselves and at others, or we move into denial of 
reality and downsize our ideals to suit the limited capacity of our lives. 
One of the deepest needs people have is an awareness of the presence 
and power of God. How many times have you not heard people say that 
Jesus had an unfair advantage in life because he lived in the presence 
and power of God? Even those people with the smallest evidence of faith 
somehow hold living with an awareness of the presence and power of 
God in esteem. 
The good news message is that ordinary people like you and me can 
experience the presence and the power of God. There is an experience 
that addresses the darkness of evil within and around us. We can 
experience the giving of a new power to live by, one that stirs within us 
the upsizing of our ideals and vision; one that causes us to take on tasks 
far bigger than ourselves, one that gives us the boldness to let go of the 
past and a dissatisfaction of the way things are now to reach out to a 
new way of living. A new power is available to work in your life and in 
mine – it is the power of the Kingdom of heaven, a power that out-lives, 
out-thinks and out-loves the world in which we live. It is the experience 
of Pentecost. 
 

Lord, thank you for meeting our deepest needs and unsettling us to 
open us to life lived in your presence and power.  Amen. 

 
Notes:           



 - 3 - 

#PowerToAll: DAY TWO 
 
Read Acts 2:1-3. 
 
At the first Pentecost, the disciples experienced God’s power and God’s 
presence in a new way. The coming of the Spirit of God is described as 
the sound of wind and the appearance of tongues of fire – two outward 
descriptions of an inward reality of the power and presence of God.  
Wind has a strong history of being used to speak of the presence and 
creative power of God. In the opening of Scripture we read, “Now the 
earth was void and empty, and the wind/spirit/ruah of God hovered over 
the surface of the deep.” We also read in Genesis about God 
breathing/blowing his wind/breath into matter to form man. Fire is 
another symbol which is regularly associated with the presence and 
power of God. Remember Moses and the burning bush in which he 
encounters God who declares that the Hebrews will be freed from the 
bondage of slavery in Egypt by the power of Him who is who He is. 
Remember the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites through the desert 
by night. Remember further associations of burnt offerings in the 
Temple, the burning menorah and John the Baptizer declaring that the 
one who is to come after him will baptize people not with water, but 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

On the first Pentecost, the disciples - ordinary people - became aware of 
the presence and power of God in a new way. On the first Pentecost, the 
disciples received God’s Spirit. They received a new power into their 
hearts – they received something extra, something new, something that 
they did not have before. This same Spirit that met with the disciples of 
then, is real and can be met now. God through His Spirit is available to 
all, the Spirit of God is available to empower you and me to overcome 
the evil within us and around us so that we can be the people God wants 
us to be. God through His Spirit is actively present amongst us to 
strengthen our minds, to deepen our love, to heal our brokenness and 
give us understanding of reality. 
 

Lord send Your fire to consume the chaff of our living, to refine its gold 
and to illuminate our path. Send Your wind to renew and refresh.  

 
Notes:           
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#PowerToAll: DAY THREE 
 
Read Acts 2:38-42. 
 
I am sometimes asked, ”When is the moment that the Holy Spirit dwells 
in one, the moment one is baptized in the Spirit?” I think an answer is 
given in Acts 2:38 where Peter says, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is when one is filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  
 
I remember this Scripture clarifying my moment of baptism. I had 
experienced a time when I was convicted of my sin and convinced of my 
need for Christ as Lord and Saviour. I repented and asked for my sins to 
be forgiven. I didn’t fall on the floor, or burst out in some emotional or 
ecstatic behaviour. I simply repented and asked for forgiveness of my 
sins through Jesus my Lord and Saviour and in that, as scripture 
promises, it happened – I was baptized in the Spirit and the Holy Spirit 
filled me. Another Scripture that provides an answer to the question 
regarding the moment of baptism is Romans 8:9-17. Here we are told 
that from the moment of baptism by the Spirit which happens to every 
regenerated person, the Holy Spirit dwells within us and testifies to us 
that we are children of God.  Again as I familiarised myself with 
Scriptures, I found words that captured my experience. Unknowingly 
(until I read Scripture) my picture of God was being 
regenerated/rebirthed. My picture of God was moving more and more 
away from Him being an angry judge and moving closer and closer to him 
being a loving Father. My experience was an assurance that I was his 
beloved child in whom He delights. When I read Scripture, it confirmed 
and put into words my experience of assurance of being filled by the 
Holy Spirit, because I knew that the Holy Spirit was testifying to my spirit 
that I was God’s child, and that he was my Father, and that I lived in a 
relationship with Him. I was rebirthed, regenerated, baptised in the Holy 
Spirit, filled by the Holy Spirit. It was after this that I knew that I was part 
of the Body of Christ, not because I went to church, but because I was 
the church. 
 

Lord thank your gift of regeneration and adoption that is created in 
being filled by your Spirit. 

 
Notes:           
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#PowerToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Acts 2:4-11. 
 
The Spirit empowers the disciples to overcome the barriers which cause 
division amongst us – the Spirit enables them to speak so that the people 
could hear and respond to the Gospel. 
 
You have often heard the purpose of God declared – God’s mission. It is 
to reconcile all things; to bring back all things; to restore all things to 
right relationship with each other. Think of your life restored, everything 
reconciled; think of your life reconciled to God; think of your life 
reconciled to each person in your family; think of your life reconciled to 
former friends and associates. Think of your local community reconciled. 
Think of the young and the old and the rich and the poor and the 
disabled all being spoken to by you and by me in a way that they can 
hear and respond to the Gospel!  
 
This is the mission of God; this is the mission left to all Christ followers, 
this is the Gospel message left to shape the vision of the church, this is 
the task that requires every person to experience the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Without the Holy Spirit, we will only be frustrated by knowing what to do 
but never having the power within to come any closer to living the way 
that you and I should.   
 
May your life and mine witness to God’s Spirit being present and 
empowering us so that we can speak to people in a way that they can 
hear and respond to the good news of the perfect kingdom of God. 
 

Father, you know the fragmentation of my life. Continue your work 
of reconciliation in me. Amen. 

    
Notes:           
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#PowerToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
Read John 20:19-23. 
 
We are only filled by the Holy Spirit to be used by the Holy Spirit.  
 
The image of filling something or someone is used to instruct: that which 
is filled is then used and poured out. When I fill a jug with water it is for 
the purpose of it being poured it for the benefit of something or 
someone other than myself. When I fill my car with petrol it is so that the 
petrol will be used to power the engine of my car. This idea of being 
filled with the Holy Spirit implies that the community is filled for some 
reason other than simply to remain full. How can you talk about filling 
something up if you don’t also imply the idea of being emptied? The 
point of being filled is to be emptied.  
 
In the church, we fall in love with the idea of being filled. We design 
worship to be inspirational. We go to Bible studies to be nourished by 
God’s word. Sunday School is part of our church so that we may learn 
and grow. And yet, the follow-up to such activity must be that we do 
something with the inspiration, we must respond to the nourishment we 
receive, we must allow our growth to affect who we are and what we do 
in life. The first church was filled by the Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost 
for the very purpose of them emptying themselves out on the 
community by proclaiming the Good News in ways that every person 
could make sense of. The heart and soul of the church’s witness to faith 
is that of proclamation. The first action of the Holy Spirit as it fills these 
first followers is that of proclamation. As God initiates and begins to do 
God’s work in the world, God first empowers the witness of 
proclamation. The scripture is quite clear as to the source of the church’s 
proclamation of faith: the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
The Holy Spirit as the initiator of the church, the One who begins or 
births the church, the One upon which the church is based and gives the 
church its mission. 
 

Lord fill me up and send me out. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#PowerToAll: DAY SIX 
 
Read: Hebrews 12:1-12. 
 
"God is love" has been called the truest statement concerning God. 
Christianity will have won its victory finally and perfectly when love 
becomes the sole law of life and conduct. Everything is written when this 
is written, "The fruit of the Spirit is love." 
 
There can be no perfection of fruit without cultivation. If a tree in an 
orchard is allowed to run wild, if it is not pruned, it will result in the fine 
quality of the fruit being compromised. The fruit of Christianity, which is 
love, comes to perfection only by the processes of cultivation, not your 
cultivation, but Jesus'. "I am the true vine, and my Father is the keeper 
of the garden. . . . you are the branches" (John 15:1,5). The fruit of love 
is not perfected by a natural growth. Left to the forces of nature, a fruit is 
spoilt. We too have to be disciplined - we have to take on that which 
does not come naturally in order to perfect the fruit of love. Just as a 
sprinter enters into a discipline, and takes on a lifestyle, and a behaviour 
that is unnatural to us in order for him to dip below the 10 second 
barrier for the perfect sprint, we too as Christians need to take on a 
lifestyle and a behaviour which seems unnatural to the world if we are 
going to perfect our lives of love. We need to enter into spiritual 
disciplines that put us within reach of the Keeper of the garden for him 
to cultivate the fruit of love in our loves. That fruit is not perfected 
without the cultivation that comes from being pruned by God. This is 
what the writer of Hebrews 12:1-12 is trying to teach us. The fruit of love 
is cultivated toward perfection by the Spirit in all His tender and gracious 
work in our hearts.  
 
We can love without taking on discipline – without putting ourselves in 
those places where the Keeper of the garden can do some pruning. But if 
we do that we must accept that the quality of our loving will be 
compromised and will always fall short of reaching perfection. Or we can 
love by handing our whole life over to that Spirit who comes to share and 
communicate the very life of Jesus in order that the love of Jesus may be 
born in our hearts. 
 

Prune me and train me, O Lord.  

 
Notes:           
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ACTS: #JoinTheRevolution 
 
Reflection on #PowerToAll 
 
 
Welcome: Give an account of a time when you or someone you 

know experience the power and presence of God.   
 
 
Worship: Think of some biblical accounts which use the imagery of 

fire and wind. 
Can you relate to the image of God’s presence and 
power being like: 
- A wind? If so, share your experience. 
- Fire? If so, share your experience. 
 
 

Word:   Read Acts 2:1-11. 
The work of God’s Spirit has been described as: 
- overcoming evil within us and around us. 
- strengthening our minds. 
- deepening our love. 
- healing our brokenness. 
- giving us clearer sight of reality. 
a. Which of the above can you relate to? 
b. Which work is most current in your life now?  
How in your life has God’s Spirit addressed division 
between you and another and bring you back into life 
giving relationship? 

 
 

Work:  What can I do to open myself to the work of God’s Spirit 
in my current living? 
What relationship needs reconciling and what can I do to 
close the distance experienced in this relationship?  
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#HealingToAll: DAY ONE 
 
I GIVE YOU WHAT I HAVE! 
Read Acts 3:1-10. “Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but 
what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk" (v7). 
 
How often do we hear people say: “I can do nothing”, when the situation 
seems impossible? Peter and John were faced with just such a problem. 
The beggar needed some money to buy food, etc. Peter and John had no 
money. They must have listened to the Holy Spirit prompting them to 
take a risk. Peter spoke healing over the crippled man and he was 
instantly healed. 
 
Christ-followers are often confronted with situations that seem 
impossible to deal with. When Christ-followers take Christ’s words to 
“love one another” seriously, they will be confronted with people who 
need healing, whether it is spiritual, physical or emotional. Sometimes all 
it takes is a listening ear and kind empathy to get the person through the 
situation. Other times the situation is beyond their power to deal with. 
In these impossible situations all Christ-followers have is faith in Jesus. In 
the absence of a definite word from the Holy Spirit, one needs to pray 
and offer love and empathy. The rest is up to the Lord. 
 
God is still performing miracles of healing but usually we have to offer 
what we have to help people to be healed. Just as the Holy Spirit knew 
what the beggar needed most, God still knows what people in need 
require most. We will save ourselves much anguish if we trust God when 
we reach out to others in need. 
 

Father, help us to trust You when we pray for others who need healing. 
Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#HealingToAll: DAY TWO 
 
HEALING A NON-BELIEVER? 
Read Matt 15:21-28. “But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. 
Then His disciples urged Him to send her away. "Tell her to go away," 
they said. "She is bothering us with all her begging" (v23). 
 
Jesus’ reaction would have startled and surprised the Jews who were 
there. Jews had nothing to do with Gentiles and certainly not a Canaanite 
woman. Canaanites were considered to be enemies of Israel. The request 
to tell the woman to go away showed the mind-set of the disciples that 
was typical of Jews at that time. 
 
Of course, as we know Jesus, He is different. Jesus first gives all those 
around Him a lesson in faith. Jesus tested the Gentile woman’s faith and 
described the Gentiles in less than flattering language. "It isn't right to 
take food from the children and throw it to the dogs?" (v26). It is what 
Jesus says afterwards that would have shocked the Jews who witnessed 
this interaction with a Gentile woman. "Dear woman," Jesus said to her, 
"your faith is great. Your request is granted." And her daughter was 
instantly healed (v28). Jesus said, between the lines, that her faith in 
Him was all that was needed. Her heritage had nothing to do with the 
healing. This would have shocked the Jews. They were Temple 
worshippers who believed that because God was in the Temple at 
Jerusalem, they were special and the only ones who had the “right” faith.  
 
Jesus heals any and all who have faith in Him! 
 

Lord Jesus, help us to realise that our faith in You is all that is required 
to be healed. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#HealingToAll: DAY THREE 
 
HEALING IS SOMETIMES A PROCESS 
Read Mark 8:22–26. “The man looked around. "Yes," he said, "I see 
people, but I can't see them very clearly. They look like trees walking 
around" (v24). 
 
When we read this account of Jesus healing a blind man, we find that it is 
very different from Jesus’ other healings. Nowhere else is someone 
partially healed before they are completely healed. 
In verse 24 we find out that the blind person’s sight is partially restored 
as people look like trees to him. It is only after Jesus lays hands on the 
blind man the second time that he is healed “completely” (v25). 
 
 How often do we hear people say that they are much better after they 
were prayed for, but not totally healed? Arguably, for some people there 
is a psychological reason for them feeling better. Just the act of praying 
for them brings comfort. On the other hand, sometimes there is a 
distinct physical improvement in their condition after being prayed for. 
They aren’t ‘completely’ healed, but like the blind man in the text, they 
are partially healed. It is a mystery why healing happens in this way. 
Thankfully a partial healing only happened once that we know of in the 
New Testament. What is significant is that Jesus never left the person 
partially healed but continued to minister healing to him. 
 
When we ask God to heal someone we should never give up after 
praying with them only once.  
 

Father, thank You that You continue to heal me and will one day heal 
me completely. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#HealingToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
SOMETIMES HEALING COMES “EVENTUALLY” 
Read 2 Cor 12:7-9. “Three different times I begged the Lord to take it 
away” (v8). 
 
This is one of the most significant texts regarding healing. Paul the 
Apostle certainly had enough faith in Jesus. He had enough faith in the 
healing power of God. Paul was very active in following Christ right to his 
death. Clearly, healing doesn’t depend on faith, who you are, or what 
you do. If it did Paul would have been healed instantly. 
 
This is the proof that anyone who gives a formula to heal or gives a 
simple answer why some are healed, and others are not, is likely wrong. 
Jesus used many different methods and approaches when He healed 
people. Only God can decide when someone gets healed completely. 
What we can see from scripture, is that we will be healed eventually.      
1 John 3:2b says: “But we do know that we will be like Him, for we will 
see Him as He really is”. When we meet Christ we will be like He is, 
perfectly healthy in mind and spirit. 
 
Revelation 21:4-5 shows us that there will be no pain or sickness in 
heaven. Everything will be made new. This is why Paul said that his eyes 
are fixed on the future glory promised to him, in spite of his own “thorn” 
in his flesh.  
 
As Christ-followers we look to the Lord with hope. Hope in Hebrew is 
“tikvah” which means a living hope that we long for. As we hope for 
healing we long for a living hope that will happen. The when is up to the 
Lord. 
 

Lord, our Rock, help us to trust You with our healing. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#HealingToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
MIRACULOUS HEALING ADVANCES THE GOSPEL 
Read Acts 4:1-10. “But many of the people who heard their message 
believed it, so the number of believers now totaled about 5,000 men, 
not counting women and children” (v4). 
 
The healing in Acts 3 opened the door to allow Peter to tell people about 
the Good News of the Gospel in chapter 4, resulting in 5000 men with 
women and children becoming believers. 
 
Jesus pointed to His miraculous healings when the leaders of the Jews 
wanted to know who He was (John 5:36). When someone is healed 
miraculously by God then God must get the glory. Many false prophets 
perform healing to point to themselves. You can recognise them by how 
humble they are about a healing. Peter in verse 10 gives all the glory to 
Jesus because the healing in chapter 3 was done in His Name. This 
healing allowed Peter to testify about the Gospel to 5000 men and the 
disbelieving leaders of the Jews. At no stage was Peter puffed up about 
the healing. He could have used this healing to defend himself from 
being persecuted by the leaders but chose to point to Jesus. There was 
no private jet or mansion to reward Peter for performing a miracle in 
Jesus’ Name. 
 
As we pray for people to be healed by God in Jesus’ name, we may be 
tempted to receive some of Christ’s glory after God answers with a 
healing. 
 

Holy Spirit, help us to remain humble when Christ heals people through 
us. Help us to point to Jesus through our words and actions. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#HealingToAll: DAY SIX 
 
WHEN WE PRAY FOR HEALING WE MAY FACE PERSECUTION WHEN WE 
USE JESUS’ NAME 
Read Acts 4:14–22. “The council then threatened them further, but they 
finally let them go because they didn't know how to punish them 
without starting a riot” (v21a). 
 
As we can deduce from the text, the leaders cared nothing for the 
outcome of the prayer or the healing of the cripple. To them it was all 
about stopping people using the Name of Jesus. 
 
 It is often no different today when we pray for people in Jesus’ Name. 
Liberal folk in society today often attack prayer in the Name of Jesus, 
because they say, the prayer is not inclusive (politically correct). 
 
Peter didn’t care at all what the “anti-Christ” group would say as he 
healed the cripple in Jesus’ Name. In fact, he saw it as an opportunity to 
preach to the people in the Temple and even the leaders who opposed 
Christ.   
 
It is worth noting that the Holy Spirit equipped Peter to speak (v13). We 
should listen to the prompting of the Spirit, when we pray for others, so 
that we will not do damage to the Gospel.  
 
Listening to the Holy Spirit as we go about praying for others is essential 
when we pray for people in public places like hospitals. In the recent past 
rules have been issued to ensure that other faiths aren’t offended by 
Christian hospital prayer teams. Ignoring the rules may cause damage to 
hospital outreach. This wouldn’t advance the Gospel.  
 

Holy Spirit, open our ears to Your soft voice. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ACTS: #JoinTheRevolution 
 
Reflection on #HealingToAll 
 

 
Welcome:          Have you have prayed for a person to be healed? Share 

what happened and how you felt at the time. 
 
 
Worship: Suggested song: ‘A New Commandment’ (11 in 

Celebration Book). Reflect for a minute on how we can 
carry out the commandment to the sick. 

 
 
Word:  Read Ps 103:1 – 4, Matt 15:21-28 and Acts 3:1-10. 

Peter knew that he had no money for the crippled 
beggar. He could have just walked away excusing his 
actions by reasoning that he had no money.  

 Do you think that God heals favourite people? 
(Matt 15). 

 How do we allow trust in God to empower our 
ministering to people who need healing? (Who is 
the healer?) 

 How can we bring God into a situation where 
someone is ill without being bombastic and 
damaging the Gospel message? 

 
 

Work: There are always family or friends around you that need 
healing prayer. Pray and ask God for courage to trust 
Him in praying for others who need healing. Write down 
how you are going to pray for friends and family in a way 
that isn’t pushy or offensive. If you can, share this with 
the group next week. 
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#FreeToAll: DAY ONE 
 
SIMON THE SORCERER 
Read Acts 8:4-25. “Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he 
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 
miracles he saw.” “Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, 
because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!” (v13, 
20, NIV). 
 
Simon was like many of us. He believed in Jesus as the Son of God and he 
was even baptised as a public display of his faith. He believed that Jesus 
had died for him and yet he thought that this was something he could 
buy. How often do we try to do works as a way into God’s Kingdom? How 
often do we go to church, tithe or give to charity to ensure that we are in 
right standing with God? 
 
But the free gift of God’s love, the free gift of His grace, the free gift of 
our salvation cannot be bought. It is not something that we can barter 
with or exchange for the values of the world. It is just that: a gift. We can 
decide whether or not we open the gift, but we cannot pay our way into 
God’s Kingdom. 
 
Peter realised that Simon was operating from the values of the world, 
where emphasis is on possessions and what we can do to gain status or 
value. Simon thought that he could pay for God’s Spirit and the ability to 
share Him with others. His motives were questionable: did he really want 
to share the Gospel or did he want the attention that came with it? 
 
God’s salvation is our free gift. Are we willing to open it today? 
 

Lord, thank you that I am saved. Help me remember that this is a free 
gift that I cannot buy. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#FreeToAll: DAY TWO 
 
GRACE – NOT WORKS 
Read Ephesians 2:8-9. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by 
works, so that no one can boast” (NIV). 
 
The free gift of our salvation is only possible through God’s grace. There 
is no monetary value in the world that would be able to pay for the gift 
of our eternal life. It is priceless. And so, like Simon, we need to learn 
that we merely have to accept God’s gift of salvation, even if we feel 
unworthy. God’s grace is free to all – no matter what we have done or 
where we come from. God’s grace was spread through the Gospel to 
Samaria, to South Africa, and to all the ends of the earth. 
 
What are the things that you do in order to feel like you can achieve 
God’s salvation and grace? What do you find yourself doing in order to 
feel ‘good enough’ for God? The fact of the matter is that we are good 
enough because of Jesus, and no matter how hard we try physically and 
mentally, we will never achieve salvation through works. We cannot 
boast about what we do for God or others. 
 
The things that we do, such as reading our Bible, going to church and 
tithing are not done in order to reach eternal life, but because we 
already have eternal life. The works we do are more of a journey of 
gratitude to God because we have salvation already. As said in James 
2:17, “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead” (NIV). We give of ourselves and our wealth as a way to 
thank God for the free gift of His salvation. 
 
Can you let go of your expectation that you have to work and accept 
God’s grace? 
 

Lord, help me to remember that I cannot work my way into your 
Kingdom. Thank you that I can already enter your Kingdom through 
your Son. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#FreeToAll: DAY THREE 
 
WORLDLY VALUES 
Read Romans 12:2. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” 
(NIV). 
 
We encounter the pattern or ways of the world every day. We are 
bombarded with media that tell us what the world says is right and 
wrong and what we have to do to fit in. But we were not made to fit into 
the world’s mould. We were set apart by God to be His people and to 
show the world Jesus as the way. 
 
It is difficult as a Christian to be in constant opposition to worldly values, 
but it is possible to stand firm through the free gift of God’s grace and 
salvation through Jesus. We cannot be like Simon who thought that he 
could buy his way into God’s good books and then use the gift of God’s 
Spirit to profit. The world is obsessed with money and power. Simon 
shows us that even though he had put on his new self through faith in 
Christ, the old materialistic, power-hungry self still peeked through.  
 
As we see in 1 Timothy 6:10, “the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil” (NIV). We need to reject the materialism of this world in order to 
find God’s will for our lives. The free gift of God’s love cannot be 
contained by the world’s mould and neither can we. 
 

Lord, help me to break out of the world’s mould and live according to 
your will.  Amen. 

 
Notes:           
 
          
 
          
 
          
 
  



 - 19 - 

#FreeToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 
Read Acts 8:4-25. “When they arrived, they prayed for the new 
believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit” (NIV). 
 
God gave us His free present in the presence of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
lives within us as God’s gift every day. He is our guide, our comforter and 
our friend. It is only through the Spirit in us that we can reject worldly 
values and share the news of Jesus with others. 
 
God wants us to share His Gospel of love with people wherever we are, 
just as the disciples spread the Good News to Samaria where Simon was, 
and throughout the world. We only know of our gift of salvation because 
of the work of the disciples: Jesus’ followers who could only act and 
revolutionise the world Jesus’ way once the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out on them. 
 
How are you using the free gift of God’s Spirit to share Jesus’ love every 
day? 
 
“You don't need wealth or position or power to make a difference. You 
just need to do the best you can with what you have where you are. And 
if you are faithful in Babylon, God will bless you in Jerusalem” – Mark 
Batterson. 
 

Holy Spirit, guide me as I share God’s free gift of love. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#FreeToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
GRATITUDE 
Read 2 Corinthians 9:14-15. “Thanks be to God for his indescribable 
gift!” (v15, NIV). 
 
Even though God’s gift of salvation is free to us, it cost Him everything. It 
cost Him His Son. Jesus’ blood was shed for us as a sacrificial lamb, and 
for this we can only be grateful. 
 
How can we make gratitude for our salvation part of our everyday life? 
 

 Be intentional. 

 Pray. 

 Write it down. 

 Read God’s Word. 

 Worship. 

 Dance, sing, be creative. 

 Reflect. 

 Fellowship with other believers. 

 Use the gifts and talents that God has given you. 

 Thank others for what they do for you. 

 Look after yourself. 
 
Can you list other ways that you can thank God for His free gift? 
 

Lord, thank you for the free gift of your salvation. Help me to be 
grateful in all circumstances. Amen.  

 
Notes:           
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#FreeToAll: DAY SIX 
 
REVOLUTION 
Read Acts 8:4-25. 
 
Jesus was a revolutionary. He changed the world through the will of His 
Father. Are we not supposed to be part of His revolution? 
 
God’s revolutionary love for us is revealed through the Holy Spirit within. 
Are we living out of step with His way and according to the pattern of the 
world? Or are we sharing God’s love by living according to God’s 
revolutionary model of love? 
 
God’s free gift of eternal life cannot be forced on us. We choose to open 
it in our own time and in our own way. But after we have received this 
magnificent gift, His way becomes our way. 
 
Simon showed us that we can have faith, but still get it wrong. We can 
live according to the Law instead of the Spirit. God’s free gift of grace and 
love is the only way to overcome our humanness and live in a 
revolutionary way. 
 
Are you ready to join the revolution? 
 

Lord, help me to live in step with you and to join your revolution. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ACTS: #JoinTheRevolution 
 
Reflection on #FreeToAll 
 
 
Welcome:   Take a moment to think about your everyday life. In 

what ways do you consciously or subconsciously try to 
earn God’s love and salvation? 

 
 
Worship: Listen to “This is Amazing Grace” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRjr_x-yxU and 
“The Stand” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kV5iZBTNYrk. 
Spend a few moments in reflection and thank God for 
His free gift of salvation. 

 
 
Word: Read Acts 8:4-25; Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 12:2; 2 

Corinthians 9:14-15. 
We cannot earn or pay our way into God’s Kingdom. His 
gift of salvation is free to all. Our belief in Jesus 
guarantees us eternal life. We are worthy of His 
salvation. We do not do works to reach salvation, but as 
part of our gratitude for such an enormous, priceless gift. 

 Have you really accepted God’s gift of salvation? 

 Do you feel worthy of this salvation?  

 How can you stop yourself from trying to earn 
God’s love? 

 What other Scripture tells you about God’s free 
gift? 
 

 
Work: This week, make a list of how you can show God your 

gratitude in a way that is natural to you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRjr_x-yxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kV5iZBTNYrk
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#KindnessToAll: DAY ONE 
 
Read Acts 9:36-42: There was a believer in Joppa named Tabitha (which 
in Greek is Dorcas). She was always doing kind things for others and 
helping the poor (v36). 
 
Dorcas’ story only takes six verses, but the fact that it appears in 
Scripture at all is an indication of how important this very ordinary 
woman was to the believers in Joppa. Her significance is not because she 
was a leader in the church. It is not because she achieved some great 
goal, or because she was amazingly gifted or wise. Dorcas was significant 
to the early church for one simple reason: she was very kind and 
compassionate. 
 
Many of us would be happy to hear other people describe us the way 
Dorcas is described here. We are told she was always doing kind things 
for others, and she was always helping the poor. This quality of kindness 
was what set Dorcas apart. But notice that her kindness was not 
selective. The Common English Bible puts it this way: “Her life 
overflowed with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those 
in need.” Dorcas was so caring that it “overflowed” to others – not just 
some others, but all others. And she cared for the poor – people who 
could not return her kindness.  
 
It is easy to miss how significant a life like this is for our world. In a world 
where hatred, division, judgement, gossip, and back-biting are 
commonplace, a simple life of kindness is nothing short of revolutionary.  
 
How can you live with revolutionary kindness a little more in your life? 
 

Thank you for your kindness to me, O God, and for your call to live with 
kindness. 

 
Notes:           
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#KindnessToAll: DAY TWO 
 
Read Acts 9:36-42: About this time she became ill and died. Her body 
was washed for burial and laid in an upstairs room. But the believers 
had heard that Peter was nearby at Lydda, so they sent two men to beg 
him, “Please come as soon as possible!” (v37-38). 
  
It’s significant that Dorcas’ death impacted her community so deeply. It 
is moving that even in death she was so deeply honoured and respected 
by those she had touched with her kindness. The believers in Joppa 
washed her and placed her gently in an upstairs room. Then, in the 
desperate hope that perhaps something miraculous could happen, they 
sent messengers to call for the apostle Peter. 
 
It is clear that Dorcas death was a massive grief for her church 
community. They could not come to terms with her death, they did not 
want to accept it, and they were desperate to have her back. Nothing 
could show more poignantly how powerfully her acts of kindness and 
compassion had touched the lives of the people she served. And this 
reveals how revolutionary kindness can be. It is not weak or soft to be 
kind. It is one of the most transforming and powerful things any human 
being can do. 
 
They say that some people make you happy when they arrive and others 
make you happy when they leave. Clearly no one was happy for Dorcas 
to leave. Which raises a challenging question for each of us – do we bring 
joy and wholeness to people by our presence or by our absence? 
 
Do we treat others with a kindness that they miss when we’re not 
around? 
 

May I treat others with such kindness that they miss it when I am gone, 
O God. 

 
Notes:           
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#KindnessToAll: DAY THREE 
 
Read Acts 9:36-42: So Peter returned with them; and as soon as he 
arrived, they took him to the upstairs room. The room was filled with 
widows who were weeping and showing him the coats and other 
clothes Dorcas had made for them (v39). 
  
I wonder what went through Peter’s mind when he walked in and saw 
Dorcas surrounded by all these weeping widows. They were so desperate 
for Peter to know what an amazing woman Dorcas was that they insisted 
on showing him the clothes that she had made for them. Considering 
that the Bible says the room was “filled with widows”, that must have 
been quite a lot of clothing. Imagine how much poorer the lives of these 
women would have been without this one generous and kind friend in 
their lives. 
 
What is striking about this is that there is no mention of a family, so 
Dorcas was probably a widow herself.  But she did not allow her own 
difficulties to stop her from showing kindness to others. Instead of 
feeling sorry for herself, and instead of hiding away and looking after 
herself, Dorcas found life and friendship and meaning in simple acts of 
kindness toward others. 
 
It is easy to underestimate the impact that one loving and generous life 
can have on others. It is also easy to miss how life-giving and meaningful 
it can be to love and care for others. But, Dorcas can teach us both 
lessons through her simple, compassionate life. 
 
How would it be if you chose to use every opportunity to show kindness 
to those around you? What joy and meaning might you find in being 
compassionate like this? 
 

Please teach me, Jesus, to be generous and compassionate as you are. 

 
Notes:           
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#KindnessToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Acts 9:36-42: But Peter asked them all to leave the room; then he 
knelt and prayed. Turning to the body he said, “Get up, Tabitha.” And 
she opened her eyes! When she saw Peter, she sat up (v40). 
 
We can’t be sure why Peter sent the widows out of the room, except 
that he had seen Jesus do this when the daughter of Jairus was raised 
from death. It is likely that Peter was remembering that event as he 
prayed for guidance in this situation. When he finally addressed Dorcas, 
his words were very similar to the ones Jesus used to raise Jairus’ 
daughter. This shows us how Peter built his life on the example that 
Jesus had shown of kindness and compassion. 
 
But, there is another important aspect to this story. It was no small thing 
for Peter to raise Dorcas from death. There are only a few stories of 
people who died in the early church and were raised. The fact that 
Dorcas was one of them indicates how valued she was by Peter and by 
God. Clearly kindness and compassion are not small things for God, and 
they were not small things for Peter. Both the Church and the world 
need every kind person they can find, because kindness is, unfortunately, 
in short supply. 
 
It is important that we grasp the significance of stories like this. As we 
seek to follow Jesus and be part of God’s saving revolution, we need to 
learn that kindness is an essential part of this revolution – enough for it 
be the reason for a resurrection! 
 

May I never underestimate the significance of kindness in your saving 
revolution, Jesus. 

 
Notes:           
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#KindnessToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
Read Acts 9:36-42: The news spread through the whole town, and many 
believed in the Lord (v42). 
  
The most obvious response, when we read of what happened when 
Dorcas was raised, may be to believe that people were impressed by the 
miracle of resurrection, and so came to faith in the Risen Jesus. And this 
is probably true to some extent.  
 
But, imagine if the person who was raised had been someone who 
exploited and hurt other people. Imagine if Peter had raised someone 
who was arrogant and selfish and unkind. I suspect that if that had been 
the case people would have responded very differently when the news 
spread. Who would want to follow a God who raised those who brought 
increased suffering and grief into the world?  
 
Clearly, part of what made the news of Dorcas’ healing so significant for 
so many people was the kind of person that Dorcas was. The people 
were moved that God cared so much for them and their community that 
God would raise someone who brought such compassion to so many 
people. That kind of God is worth following.  
 
It is amazing how far one simple act of kindness can reach. Compassion 
does not just bless the one who receives it. Like a stone dropped into a 
pond, kindness sends ripples out into the world that affects more people 
than we can ever measure. 
 

May the kindness I show send ripples of kindness out into my world,     
O God. 

 
Notes:           
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#KindnessToAll: DAY SIX 
 
Read Galatians 5:22-23: But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in 
our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness... (v22). 
  
After reading the story of Dorcas, it can be helpful to step back a little 
and look at kindness from a wider angle. We may find ourselves 
wondering why, when kindness has such a positive impact on the world, 
it seems so scarce. But perhaps the problem is that kindness does not 
come naturally to us when we’re suffering or under pressure or feeling 
threatened. We need resources beyond ourselves to be compassionate 
when we ourselves are in need of kindness. 
 
For Dorcas, as a widow, to put her own loneliness and grief and 
vulnerability aside and focus on serving and caring for others was 
absolutely amazing. But, she could not have done that by force of will, or 
by relying on her own capacity to serve and show compassion. She 
needed divine resources to overcome her own suffering and become 
consistently kind. 
 
That’s why the Bible refers to kindness as a fruit of the Spirit. When we 
give ourselves to Christ and seek to follow him, we are filled with God’s 
Spirit. And the marks of God’s Spirit are not the ability to do miracles, or 
to speak in tongues. The primary marks of God’s Spirit are qualities of 
character that reflect Jesus character. And part of the Spirit’s fruit is 
kindness. If we are to live with kindness as Dorcas did, we will need the 
Spirit to empower us. 
 
How can you be open to the Spirit’s gift of kindness today? 
 

Fill me, O Spirit, with the fruit of kindness that was in Jesus and Dorcas. 

 
Notes:           
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ACTS: #JoinTheRevolution 
 
Reflection on #KindnessToAll 

 
 

Welcome:   When have you experienced unexpected kindness from a 
stranger? What makes this memory stand out for you? 

 
 
Worship: Take some time to speak out single words that represent 

ways you have experienced God’s kindness in your own 
lives. Sing (or say the words) of a couple of songs that 
speak of God’s kindness and love (eg. The Power Of Your 
Love or This Is Amazing Grace). Spend a few moments in 
silence inviting the Spirit to fill you and to grow the gift 
of kindness in you. Then express kindness together by 
praying for those you know of who need a touch of 
kindness from God. 

 
 
Word:  Read Acts 9:36-40. 

1. What stands out for you in Dorcas’ story? 
2. Why do you think he writer included Dorcas among 

the stories of those who were healed by the early 
church? And why do you think God, and Peter, felt it 
was important to raise Dorcas? 

3. How do you see the impact of Dorcas’ kindness on 
her community? What does this tell you about the 
power of kindness and how it could make a 
difference in your world today? 

4. How can you open yourself more the Spirit’s power 
so that you can nurture more of the fruit of kindness 
in your own life? How best can you show kindness to 
those around you this week? 

 
 
Work: Go into this week and commit to being a little kinder to 

others and to yourself in whatever small ways you can. 
“Teach me, O God, to show others the kindness and 
compassion that you have shown me.” 
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#LiberationToAll: DAY ONE 
 
THE REALITY OF OPPOSITION 
Read Acts 12:1-6. 
 
We invite you to take a journey with us through one of the most 
incredible stories in Scripture. Over the next week we will be reading the 
story of Peter being liberated from prison. As we reflect on this story, we 
invite you to reflect on your story and the stories of the people you know 
as well.  
 
First we find that Peter and the other disciples are met by much hostility. 
Their message about love and grace is difficult to accept in a land where 
it has been all about law and judgement. Peter and the other disciples 
face harsh opposition; this opposition has sometimes led to the death of 
some of them, such as Stephen and James. Peter is held captive, 
between guards and in chains – the passage describes just how much 
precaution Herod was taking. Opposition was real for them.  
 
Opposition is often real for us as well. Jesus reminds us of this in 
Matthew 10:16-25. Opposition often comes from those in power as well 
as from those who believe they are worthy.  
 
Have you ever faced opposition? If so, was it because you were 
promoting love and grace? In this story Peter wasn’t the only one in 
prison, those who believed that they were saved by their own good 
works and religious behaviour were in a much stronger prison. Both 
needed the liberation of God. 
 
What is your prison? 
 

Father open our eyes to see our captivity. In the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#LiberationToAll: DAY TWO 
 
PRAYING FOR OTHERS 
Read Acts 12:5. 
 
Peter is in prison, and he has many people who support him, agree with 
him and love him. But none of them start a violent revolution. None of 
them try a “prison break”. Yet they help in setting Peter free. The 
question is how? The answer is simple, yet complex. It is through prayer 
that they set Peter free.  
 
What is your prison? Is it unforgiveness, anger, pain, loneliness? Is it that 
you are too judgemental of yourself? What is it that holds you captive?  
 
Peter had people praying for him because they knew about his 
imprisonment. Do people know what prison you are in? Does someone 
know your struggle? Are they praying for you? We all need people that 
we can be open to and share our struggles with, so that they can pray for 
us. 
 
Likewise, is there someone that you are praying for? If so keep praying – 
persevere in prayer, knowing that God is the God who hears our prayers 
and sets the captives free.   
 
Reflect on Ephesians 6:18-20. 
 

Loving Father we pray for those who are in some kind of prison. Those 
who are held captive by their deeds, thoughts or situations. Would you 
set them free? We pray also for those who are in the most dangerous 
prison – the one that they cannot see for themselves. We pray that you 
would reveal the need for freedom. In the precious name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#LiberationToAll: DAY THREE 
 
THE FREEDOM OF GOD 
Read Acts 12:7-10. 
 
It seems that Peter has been in prison for a few days and just before he is 
about to be executed the angel arrives to free him. The angel appears in 
the middle of the night to lead Peter out of prison. It takes Peter quite 
some time to realise that his freedom wasn’t imagined or dreamt.  
 
This part of the story reminds us that it is often in the middle of the night 
that God works. In other words it is often when we are going through our 
darkest moments that God’s grace shines the brightest. There are so 
many stories of how God met people when they had reached ‘rock 
bottom’. This story reminds us that there is no prison too secure for God, 
there is no night too dark, there is no situation too bad for God to work. 
Rather it reminds us that it is often in these situations that God works.  
 
Has God ever met you during a time in your life where it felt you were 
trapped? Has God ever met you during a dark time in your life? 
Remember those encounters.  
 
The second part of this section in the story speaks about how Peter 
didn’t believe it was real at first. At first he thought he was dreaming or 
imagining everything. This reminds us that often when God works in our 
lives, meets us or speaks to us; there is a part of us that wonders if it is 
our imagination, wonders if we were dreaming it and making it up. This 
seems to be a normal, natural response. However, perhaps the way we 
need to deal with it is to continue in the direction that we were led, until 
it isn’t our imagination or a dream.  
 

Father thank you that your light overcomes all darkness. 

 
Notes:           
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#LiberationToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
WALKING ALONE 
Read Acts 12:10-12. 
 
Once Peter was out of trouble and was free from all the chains, guards 
and gates that held him captive, the angel left him. From here he makes 
the journey on his own to meet up with the rest of the followers.  
 
Perhaps this is a reminder that we are to participate in the journey to 
freedom. Once we realise that we are free we need to make sure that we 
continue down a path that would lead us out of harms’ way. Peter was 
still at risk, if he was seen or caught he would still be executed. Often in 
our lives God sets us free, perhaps from unforgiveness, or a bad 
relationship, addiction, heartache, pain or sin (the list is endless). Once 
we realise that we are free, then like Peter we need to continue down a 
road that leads us to freedom and away from risk. It is about moving 
forward in the way of freedom.  
 
In what ways are you moving towards freedom? What do you need to do 
to keep moving towards freedom?  
 
Once again we notice that part of Peter’s moving towards freedom was 
moving towards the community that was praying for his freedom. 
Perhaps this is an important aspect for us to remember as well. Perhaps 
we need to remember that when we have been set free the community 
we surround ourselves with is important. We need to move towards 
those people who pray for our freedom and away from those who hold 
us captive.  
 

Father help us to move forward. Help us to move towards freedom and 
towards those who offer us hope, love and faith. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#LiberationToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
KEEP KNOCKING 
Read Acts 12:13-16. 
 
As the story continues we hear the comical part where Peter arrives at 
the house where all the followers were gathered. He knocks on the door, 
a servant girl asks who is there, then she gets so excited she forgets to 
open the door. In the meantime everyone is arguing saying; the young 
girl has lost her mind or it is Peter’s Spirit at the door. Nobody believes it 
is the physical Peter standing at the door knocking. All this time Peter 
just continues knocking at the door. He perseveres. 
 
Throughout our journeys there will be times where we, like Peter, need 
to keep knocking on the door. There will be times when we have to 
persevere even in the face of adversity. 
  
Read James 1:12-18. 
Notice the following things around this passage: 

1. When we persevere in the face of adversity it will be worth it in 
the end.  

2. God isn’t the one who brings the adversity or the temptation our 
way.  

3. God can bring good out of the situation. 
4. God is always the same and God is always good.  

 
What adversity are you struggling with? What door do you need to keep 
knocking on? Would you hold onto the promise that God is faithful, God 
is kind, God is good and God is love. 
 

Loving Father thank you that you are for us and not against us. Would 
You help us to persevere in the face of adversity. In the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#LiberationToAll: DAY SIX 
 
GO TELL 
Read Acts 12:17. 
 
The story doesn’t end with Peter being safe. Rather the story goes on to 
tell one more action of Peter. After Peter is reunited with his friends and 
fellow followers, Peter does one more thing. He tells them the story of 
how God set him free. After telling the story of how God set him free, he 
encourages the others to tell his story as well. The entire Christian faith is 
founded on people having the courage to tell their stories of how God 
brought them into freedom. That was the strategy of the Gospel.  
 
We are invited to join that story and that strategy. We are invited to 
share our stories as well. How often don’t we chose to rather keep quiet 
about the ways God has met us? How often do we keep quiet out of fear 
that others will judge us, or reject us, or think we are crazy?  
 
We are called to like Peter, tell our stories of freedom. We are called like 
the disciples, to tell the stories of the freedom of others.  
 
Have you ever thought about what your story of freedom is? Have you 
ever told someone about that story? Would you try?  
 

Loving Father we thank you that you have brought us into freedom. We 
thank you that you love us with an everlasting love. We ask that you 
would give us the courage to tell others about the ways in which you 
have worked in our lives. We ask that You would open our ears and 
eyes so that we may hear the stories of others as well. Thank you that 
You include us in Your work. It is a tremendous privilege. In the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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#JOIN THE REVOLUTION 
 
Reflection on #LiberationToAll 

 
 
Welcome:   Do you know of a story where someone was 

miraculously set free from something? Would you share 
that story? 

 
 
Worship: Spend a few moments in quiet reflection. Reflect on 

what holds prisoner. Reflect on what freedom means. 
End the silence in worship with any song around 
freedom that comes to mind. 

 
 
Word:  Read Acts 12:6-17. 

1. Peter was held captive by a prison with guards and 
chains. Today we are often held captive too: what do 
you think holds us captive today? 

2. God miraculously set Peter free from his prison. In 
what ways does God set us free today? Have you 
ever experienced this? 

3. After the angel left Peter he continued on the road 
by himself and then had to continuously knock till 
the door was opened. What does this say to you 
about our journey to freedom? 

4. Why was it so important that Peter told everyone 
how he was set free? Is it important for us to share 
our stories? If so why? 
 

 
Work: This week find a story of freedom, whether your 

own or someone else’s and share it with 
someone close to you 
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#LoveToAll: DAY ONE 
 
STORMS OF LIFE 
Read Acts 27:1-27. 
 
“Paul experienced very strong opposition to his ministry, and ended up 
being sent as a prisoner to Rome, where he eventually died. But, on the 
way, he was faced with the damaging effects of human greed. After 
stopping briefly in Crete, the captain insisted, for financial reasons, that 
the voyage had to continue, rather than spend the winter in port and 
start out again when the weather was better for sailing. Paul tried to 
warn the officer in charge of the prisoners, predicting that they would not 
make it to Rome, but would be shipwrecked, but he refused to listen and 
followed the captain’s decision to set sail. The result was that Paul’s 
prediction came true and the ship was lost in the storm” – John van de 
Laar.  
 
This story is one that we seldom delve into. Although I was aware that 
Paul had been shipwrecked, I don’t remember ever hearing a sermon or 
reading commentary on it. Also, a google search on Paul’s shipwreck 
delivers many children’s stories, videos and colouring-in pictures, but not 
much other information. Yet the story is long and very detailed. The 
descriptions are vivid. This week we look at this story, written by Luke. It 
seems from the account that Luke was also a passenger on this ship, and 
was writing a first-hand account of the events as they happened. In Acts 
27:10-12 we see how Paul warned the Centurion against setting sail to 
Phoenix, but a majority of the men voted to go ahead. They had quite 
good reasons for wanting to leave. But God had a different plan.  
 
Have you ever had valid reasons for doing something, even though the 
people that God has placed around you, have told you to wait? Did you 
go ahead and do it anyway? Did setting sail despite the warnings, bring 
you right into the centre of a storm? 
 

Father, thank you that you use the people around me to keep me on 
course. Teach me to listen to them, even when I am impatient to go. 

 
Notes:           
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#LoveToAll: DAY TWO 
 
WEATHERING THE STORM 
Read Acts 27:27-44. 
 
Did you know that Paul was shipwrecked three times in his life? We read 
in this 2 Corinthians 11:25. During this particular storm, we see that 
things got really rough. We read about their attempts to make the best 
of the terrible situation by using the anchors (v17, 29, 40), wrapping the 
ship with ropes to hold it together (v17, 40), bringing up the lifeboat and 
later lowering it and cutting it away (v16, 17, 30), throwing their cargo 
overboard (v18, 38), and throwing their tackle and equipment overboard 
(v19). For many days no sun and no stars had appeared (v20). This made 
navigation impossible because this is what they used to plot their course, 
as they had no instruments in those days. This storm was really bad, and 
lasted a very long time. The ship was rising and falling, the wind would 
be rocking it from side to side, all simultaneously. Can you imagine how 
seasick they all must have been? Can you imagine trying to sleep in those 
conditions? Can you imagine trying to eat in those conditions? Can you 
imagine having any hope in those conditions? 
 
As they set out on this voyage, Paul knew what the outcome would be. 
“Men, I see that our voyage will suffer damage and great loss, not only 
for cargo and ship but also for our lives” (v10 CEB). Yet he spent the 
voyage praying for all on board, including his captors. And he trusted in 
God, even when Luke was saying “…all hope of our being saved from 
this peril faded” (v20b). God answered Paul’s prayers, not by making the 
storm go away, not by creating calm and smooth sailing. He answered in 
an interesting way – the crew would lose everything except their lives. 
That may not have been the happy ending they would have been looking 
for. But God was with Paul and Luke and all on board, all the time.   
 
Have you ever been through a storm in life where you lost all hope? Did 
you feel like the situation or struggle that you were going through was 
going to sink your boat? Did someone help you through this time? 
 

Father, thank you that you are with me in the storms of my life. Thank 
you that you send people who help me cling to hope. 

 
Notes:           
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#LoveToAll: DAY THREE 
 
BREAKING BREAD 
Read Acts 27:33-36. 
 
For days everyone had been battered about. The storm had raged 
around them furiously. They had given up hope that they would survive. 
They were probably seasick most of this time, and preparing food would 
have been very difficult. They were most likely wet and cold and 
miserable. Just as day started to break, Paul gathered everyone and 
urged them to eat. They had not eaten for fourteen days, so they needed 
to regain their strength for what lay ahead. So, as the men gathered 
together, “he took bread, gave thanks to God in front of them all, then 
broke it and began to eat” (v35, CEB). 
 
They were all eating a simple meal for the first time in days. This act in 
itself speaks of the rising of hope. Paul thanked God in front of them all, 
and in doing so he presented God as the one who was saving them all 
from the storms and from death. I am sure that Paul’s constant speaking 
of God during the storms must made a lasting impression of all who were 
on board. There is no indication that Paul ever preached to anyone at 
any time. He just thanked God and broke bread and encouraged all to 
eat. Such a simple action, that said so much about the constant presence 
of God. We know that Paul did end up in Rome, in spite of so many 
dangers. God did not still the storm or save the ship. But he guided and 
encouraged and saved Paul, and those with him, through the challenges, 
so he could preach the gospel in the capital of the Roman Empire. 
 

Isn't it interesting how God takes care of us even when we are about to 
shipwreck? Even if the storm is of our own making, He still cares for us 
and He cares about us.  
 

Father, thank you that you are with me in the storm-tossed ship. Thank 
you that I can be aware of you. Thank you that you use the people 
around me to give me hope. 

 
Notes:           
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#LoveToAll: DAY FOUR 
 
REVOLUTIONARY LIVING 
Read Acts 27:27-44. Try to read from a different translation. 
 
It is interesting to note that as this story progressed, people went from 
not listening to Paul (v10), to everyone listening to him, even his captors 
(v31-32), to the Centurion stopping the others from killing him (v42-43). 
Luke’s description of Paul in this story, is of a man who was in touch with 
God. He described Paul as practical and calm under pressure, and he 
displayed a faith that got the attention and respect of the sailors and 
soldiers. Paul’s predictions of storms, the shipwreck and their survival 
had all come true. 
 
“Throughout this ordeal, though, Paul was more concerned with the lives 
of his fellow prisoners, and even of the ship’s crew who were their 
captors, than he was with his own life. When things got dangerous, he 
advised the captain on how to navigate the situation, and he ensured 
that everyone made it safely to shore when the ship went down. This is 
true revolutionary living. There is no guarantee that we won’t face 
storms, or even shipwrecks, in our lives. And in those moments we have 
an opportunity to reveal God’s kingdom to those around - through our 
confidence in God’s guidance and presence, through our care and 
concern for those around us, including those who may be our ‘enemies,’ 
and through our faithfulness to God’s revolutionary values and priorities, 
even in the face of the greed, and arrogance of our society” – John van de 
Laar. 
 
The people around us watch us. They may not know it, but they long to 
hear from God. God uses us to speak to them, even we do not use 
words. Paul set the example of Christ-like behaviour that got everyone's 
attention. What do people see when they look at you? What do they hear 
when you talk? Do they see and hear someone whose hope is in the Lord? 
 

Father, help me to reflect your hope and presence to the world. Teach 
me to practice revolutionary living and reveal you to those around me. 

 
Notes:           
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#LoveToAll: DAY FIVE 
 
LOVE TO ALL 
Read Acts 27:23-26. 
 
During this entire journey, when the storm was howling and raging 
outside, and waves were crashing and threatening to break up the ship, 
Paul was praying. Most of us would be praying, to be honest, even if we 
didn’t really believe in God. But would we be praying for ourselves, or 
would we, like Paul, be praying for the lives of our captors? Would we be 
caring for our captors, and encouraging them? 
 
Paul had a way of affecting the lives of everyone he met. In this story, 
Paul told everyone to keep up their courage, and that he had faith in God 
that things would turn out exactly as he had been told in the vision (v25). 
He chose to pray for the lives of all on the ship. He was probably not 
really very concerned for his own life, but he cared deeply for everyone 
else. Even though God told Paul that the ship, cargo, and all lives would 
be lost, Paul still prayed. When the angel came and delivered the answer 
to Paul’s prayer, he said “God has graciously given you everyone sailing 
with you” (v24, CEB). God answered Paul's prayers and spared the lives 
of everyone on board. No matter how challenging your situation may be, 
continue to pray. Just as God took care of Paul, he will take care of you. 
He will see you through the storm because he cares about you and he 
cares for you. Because Paul was faithful to God, and he kept praying for 
all those on the ship and kept speaking up, the lives of all on board were 
saved, even those who were not followers of God. Through Paul, God 
truly showed love to all! 
 
In what way do you live a life of love to all? 
 

Father, thank you that you use ordinary people to show your 
extraordinary love. Remind me to show your love to all around me. 

 
Notes:           
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#LoveToAll: DAY SIX 
 
JOIN THE REVOLUTION 
Read Acts 27:27-44. Try to read it from a different translation. 
 
How can we, as people who love God, live as a revolutionary community 
of believers in the Risen Christ? In what way can we live the 
revolutionary ways of the kingdom of God together? Do we, as a 
community, as a church, as believers, have the same impact on those 
around us as the first believers in Acts had on their communities all those 
years ago? 
 
In this series, we have examined #PowerToAll, and how through the 
events at Pentecost we can all have power through the Holy Spirit. We 
looked at #HealingToAll and through the story of how Peter and John 
heal the lame man we discovered that healing is for everyone. In 
#FreeToAll the story of Philip and the Sorcerer showed us that God’s gift 
of life is free to everyone who believes. In #KindnessToAll the life and 
resurrection of Dorcas showed us how we can serve our community with 
kindness and compassion. Peter’s freedom from prison in 
#LiberationToAll taught us that God’s revolution cannot be stopped. And 
this week in #LoveToAll we saw that Paul’s actions in the storms and the 
shipwreck can show us how to live a life of faithfulness that will show 
God’s love to all. 

 
“The invitation this week, as we draw this series to a close, is to trust 
God’s values and priorities and to seek to stay faithful to them as a 
community. But, also to reject the temptation to be more concerned with 
our own survival than with bringing God’s saving, gracious revolution to 
our world” – John van de Laar. 

 
#JoinTheRevolution 
 

Father, thank you that you invite me into your kingdom work. I pray 
that you continue to polish me and guide me and equip me for this. 

 
Notes:           
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ACTS: #JoinTheRevolution 
 
Reflection on #LoveToAll 
 
Welcome: Has someone ever done anything great for you that you 

did ask for, or did not deserve? How did you feel? 
  
 
Worship: Sing or watch the song ‘Love Can Change The World’  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEI1BM6lSck  
 Spend some time with your eyes closed, and ask yourself 

who your ‘captors’ are right now. Who are you feeling 
most challenged by at the moment? Then spend a few 
minutes praying for them - for their good! Ask God to 
help you to find the words, because this is really difficult. 
 
 

Word:   Read Acts 27:27-44. 

 Have you ever found yourself in the midst of a 

storm that was of your own making? In a crisis 

that came as a result of you doing something 

when you felt God saying no? How did that feel? 

 God answered, not by stilling the storm, not by 
saving the ship, but by being very present with 
Paul in the storm, and using Paul to encourage 
everyone on board. Does this feel like a good 
enough answer to you? Would you expect a 
different answer? Why? 

 Can you pray for others? Especially your 
‘captors’? Do you try? Why do you need to? 

 Do we, as a community of believers have the 
same impact as the Acts church all those years 
ago? Why? Why Not? What do you need to do 
differently? 
 
 

Work: This week, go in peace, in the power of the Spirit, to live 
and work to God’s praise and glory.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEI1BM6lSck


  

 

 


