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Pray for South Africa! 
CHURCH INITIATIVE TOWARDS RECONCILIATION  

IN SOUTH AFRICA 
These notes are adapted from a Prayer Guide prepared by Jericho Walls Prayer Network  

with contributions by Prof. Piet Meiring. 

Digital copies of prayer guide are available on www.jwipn.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction 
 
The turmoil and unrest and protests in our country, the recent broadening of racial tension, especially 
highlighted in the social media, as well as economic challenges ─ like the #Feesmustfall’ movement ─ 
are all legitimate concerns of South Africans. In the midst of all of this, the potential 
is high to lose hope, to start accusing each other, defend ourselves, and to use acts of violence as 

solutions to problems. 

 

The Church, as the Body of Christ, is an important vehicle to bring healing to a country’s people 
suffering and divided by a torrid history. Despite this we believe emphatically that God has a 

specific purpose for and with the country and its diverse people. We often fail to recall the 1994 

miracle when South Africa managed to change to a democratic dispensation virtually without 

violence. Courageous leadership and much prayer undoubtedly aided the political transformation. 

Regrettably deep seated pain and distrust remains prevalent. At the same time, distressing social 

pathologies ─ e.g. high levels of corruption, unemployment, poverty, xenophobia, farm murders ─ 
torment most South Africans. 

 

The Church played a dynamic role during the transformation period. The prevailing precarious 

situation in our nation, again summons the Church of Jesus Christ to rise up, stand firm and lead 

prophetically! 

 

In our nation’s calendar June 16 is a day that symbolises and personifies past oppression, division, 

conflict, violence, distrust and agony. As the Church we must acknowledge this reality, but also 

confront and transform it toward the restoration of broken relationships; build new mutual 

bridges; commit to a shared future; and aspire to serve and enable one another, keeping 

especially the younger generation in mind. In the light of this effort a prayer event is planned for 11 and 

16 June, 2016 in Soweto. Our vision for that day, and ensuing activities, are to create 

opportunities: 
 
1. To stand humbly in brokenness before God acknowledging our failures and sins, not only 
related to the past, but also in the present. 

2. To take hands with fellow believers and South Africans. 

3. To confess and forgive in order to be redeemed from the past. 

4. To undertake to support our Youth, who are asking for help and a sign of hope today. 

5. To solve problems together without resorting to violence and bloodshed. 

6. To destroy dividing walls and the position of ‘us’ and ‘them’ and create a ‘we’ stance. 

7. To make a firm commitment to work together towards the South Africa we envision, free 

of discrimination and prejudice, and with opportunities for all. 

8.  To support our former armed forces (SADF, SAP, MK, APLA etc.) and others from all sides of 

the spectrum, who might still be struggling with some form of trauma or unresolved issues 

stemming from the past. 

9.  To make a firm commitment by all who have skills, means and capacity to assist with 
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training, job creation and empowerment so that all our people can eat, live and work in a 

dignified manner. This entails practical ways to enhance healing and restoration. 

10 To give a sign of hope to all our people ─ especially our children as it is Youth Day ─ so that 

forgiveness and reconciliation is possible. 

 

We believe the time is right for the Church to take the lead and assist our country to heal. Let us 

move from fear, hatred and distrust to rebuilding the ruined walls, as in Nehemiah’s time, helping 
each other to overcome the past and walking in faith, believing that the King of Kings is still 

empowering us. Let us celebrate our shared identity in Christ and as fellow South Africans. Let us 

rejoice in our achievements attained by the grace of God, while expecting future accomplishments 

in line with our potential and the possibilities presented … as we serve one another to the benefit 

of all. 

 

We cannot change, transform or heal ourselves. Only the Triune God can do that. But then we 

need to spend time with Him and allow Him to speak to us. In the light of the need for healing and 

reconciliation and for our hearts to be prepared a 40-Days of Prayer is initiated. The 40 Days will 

start on 7 May 2016 and end on 15 June. 

 

Please note that this course being run by Group Life is an abridged version of this 40 Days of Prayer 

Programme. At Northfield we will begin with a teaching on prayer for reconciliation on 10 June, which will 

be followed by two weeks of personal prayer and devotion, and concluded in a further teaching on prayer 

for reconciliation on 23 June.  Thereafter, Northfield will host a special prayer evening for South Africa 

towards the end of August as the country prepares for elections. 

 

Should you wish to participate in the full prayer programme, a copy of the brochure can be downloaded 

from www.jwipn.com 

 

2Chr 7:14 ─ “… if they pray to me and repent and turn away from the evil they have been doing, 
then I will hear them in heaven, forgive their sins, and make their land prosperous again” (GNB). 

 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2Cor.5:18,19 
 

 
Supporters of this initiative: 

SA Council of Churches (SACC) - Bishop Malusi, General Secretary of The SACC; The Evangelical 

Alliance of South Africa - Rev Frank Chikane, Rev Moss Ntlha; Dutch Reformed Church, Dr Kobus 

Gerber; Hervormde Kerk, Ds Etienne Fourie; Apostolic Faith Mission (AFM) - Dr Isak Burger; Jericho 

Walls Prayer Network, Dr Bennie Mostert; WENSA, Operation Mobilisation – Peter Tarental; Turn 

to God – Elza Meyer; Global Day of Prayer, Unashamedly Ethical – Graham Power; SA Church 

Leaders Initiative (SACLI); SANDF – Former Chaplain Genl. Ds. Marius Cornelissen; SADF Veterans 

Association, Kol. Jan Malan; Institute for Healing of Memories - Father Michael Lapsley; Michael 

Cassidy, Prof Piet Meiring (TRC), Adriaan Vlok…and many more! 
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Daily Prayer Guide 
 

SECTION 1. PRINCIPLES OF RECONCILIATION – PREPARING THE HEART  
 

DAY 1  Principle: Reconciled with God 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Isa.1:18; Hos.14:1; Rom.5:18-21; 2Cor.5:18-21; Col.1:21-22. 

 

DEVOTION: God is the great bridge builder 

Our country is “burning”. We have drifted far from the ideals we once cherished for the new 

South Africa. The colours of the rainbow country and the rainbow people seem to be fading. Our 

communities are tense, anxious, and our streets are violent. There is discord and dissention 

amongst our people and racism and xenophobia seem to flourish. What we need more than 

anything else in this country, is reconciliation. We need to constantly remind ourselves that true 

reconciliation will only come as we get reconciled with God first. We need bridges to be built over 

the many chasms dividing us. For the next forty days, believers throughout our country – and 

abroad – are going to pray for peace in South Africa. But who will take the lead? Who will bring 

about reconciliation? Who will build the bridges? Will a leader rise to accomplish all of this? Or a 

group who will venture into the streets to make peace? 

 

The amazing message from the Scriptures is this: to bring about reconciliation is not our task. It is 

God’s! He is the great Reconciler, the builder of bridges between people. What none of us could 

do, He has done. Firstly, He has reconciled us to Himself. He has removed our sins, our guilt, 

everything that separated us from Him. It cost him dearly – the death of his Son on the cross. Old 

things have passed away, and we have become new. 

 

The second thing God has done was to reconcile us to one another, in order to eradicate all the 

hatred and animosity, the lack of love and the sinfulness dividing us. Because God has stretched 

his arms out to us, we can embrace one another. God has paid us the greatest compliment 

imaginable – he has invited us to become his co-workers on earth. He has given us the power and 

responsibility to be ambassadors for his reconciliation. When the people of Corinth were 

constantly fighting among themselves, rubbing one another up the wrong way, Paul wrote to the 

congregation: “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 

to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed us to the world of 

reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through 

us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:18-20). 

 

Father God, thank You that I can call You my Father. Thank You that through faith in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, I am a child a God. Thank You that through the blood of Jesus Christ, I can be 

reconciled to You. I again choose today to accept the gift of salvation because of what Jesus Christ 

did on the cross. I again confirm my faith in Him as my Saviour. Thank You for your Holy Spirit who 

now lives in me since I was born again through your Spirit. Thank You for entrusting us as humans 

with the ministry of reconciliation. I want to be a bridge-builder. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. Let us thank God that the message of the Good News reached us here at the southern tip of 

Africa. 

2. Pray that the message of salvation and reconciliation with God will continue to be preached in 

South Africa and that every person in our nation will hear the Good News of Jesus Christ as our 

Saviour who saves us from the power of sin, the fear of death and the power of Satan. 

3. Pray for the salvation of people that you know or people that you hear or read about in the 

news. Pray for them by name that they will be reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
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DAY 2 Principle: Reconciliation with fellow humans 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Lev.19:17-18; Matt.5:22-24; 22:39; Eph.2:14-16; Col.3:11-15. 

 

DEVOTION: The two beams of the cross 

Take another look at the crucifix you wear on a chain round your neck, or the cross on the cover of 

your Bible. Jesus’ cross had two beams, one horizontal, the other one vertical. Through the ages, 

Christians have come to explain it this way: The vertical beam, the one that points straight up, tells 

us that God reached down from heaven to us, human beings, on earth, that He reconciled Himself 

to us. The horizontal cross-beam tells us that we may be reconciled with one another. Through 

Jesus’ death on the cross we were reconciled with God, and also with our fellow humanity. In our 

Scripture reading and prayer today, we will consider the second beam, and the miracle of Christ 

enabling us, through his death, to reach out to others – also to those who are far from us, those 

who differ from us, even those who have harmed us or are still threatening us. 

 

When we look at the world around us, there is so much to discourage us. There is so much 

misunderstanding and discord in South Africa, so much hatred and intolerance that one wonders 

where it will all end. Christians differ with other Christians and struggle to break down walls of 

mistrust that have, through the years, been built between churches. But in the Scriptures we find 

the good news: “For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of separation” (Eph.2:14). Thousands in our country have experienced it – 
misunderstandings being cleared up; and former enemies discovering one another as brothers and 

sisters in the Lord. Let us pray today that this may happen throughout South Africa. Perhaps I 

should start today, with myself. Perhaps I should go out today and amicably settle differences 

with others in my own life. We cannot really be instruments of peace as long as we ourselves live 

in discord with others. (Matt.5:23f). 

 

OUR Father! How wonderful it is to call You OUR Father. Father God, please forgive me for not 

loving my fellow brothers and sisters in the faith. Please forgive me for closing my heart to other 

people because they were not of my race, or my tribe, or my group. Please forgive me that I was 

not an instrument of reconciliation in this land of ours, South Africa. Please transform my heart 

with Your love, so that I can love people who are different from me. Pour your love into my heart 

and empower me to love and be an instrument of reconciliation. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Spend some time in waiting before God. Worship Him in expectation that He will fill your heart 

with peace and love. Trust Him to bring about a transformation that will empower you to 

become an instrument of reconciliation. 

2. Pray for every Christian in South Africa to be similarly transformed into instruments of 

reconciliation. Pray for those you know by name. Pray especially for the believers in churches 

near you that are from other denominations. Pray that they too will be filled with the peace 

and love of God, and with a desire to be reconciled. 

3. Pray for every citizen in our nation, that they will be affected the ministry of reconciliation that 

will flow forth from the hearts of all God’s children who are praying and working for peace and 
reconciliation. Pray that the ministry of reconciliation will overcome the spirit of fear, hatred 

and violence in our nation. 
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DAY  3 Principle: Truth 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Jn.8:32; 14:6,16-17; 17:17; 18:37-38; Psa.43:3. 

 

DEVOTION: Afraid of the truth 

The first victim of any war, it is often said, is the truth. Regrettably it is also true of the time after 

the conflict has ended, when people are talking about peace. In our own country, at the dawn of 

the New South Africa, many people said, “Let bygones be bygones. It isn’t a good time now to rip 

open old sores.” But that is wrong. One cannot plan the future without reconciling the past. The 

first prerequisite for reconciliation is for people to meet face to face, and speak the truth. “Of 

course we would all like to just close the books and move on,” Desmond Tutu said. “But first we 

need to open them, and then we’ll be able to close them properly.”  

 

Whenever we have to grapple with conflict – whether it is a couple with marital problems, or a looming 

strike, or when the problems of the past remain unsolved, as are the problems we are facing today – we are 

tempted to sweep the truth about what happened under the carpet or to ignore it. “It’s not that bad!” we 

say, “let’s move on.” But that is not how it works. The truths you sweep under the carpet will 

eventually emerge again. If we do not seriously face the mistakes of the past and deal with them, 

they are certain to come back and haunt us! 

 

If there is one issue calling for our prayers today, it is that God will give us the courage 

to insist on the truth; that He will send us “his light and his truth” to lead us (Ps. 43:3). To ask for 

the truth, to trust one another with it, is risky. People do not always want to be confronted with 

the truth. It could delay or impede the process of reconciliation. But there is no other option. 

Reconciliation in our community does not require amnesia. We do not need to give up our 

memories. Let us ask the Lord to give us the insight and the patience and the love we require to 

really make time for one another, to sincerely listen – even if what we hear may be shocking and 

difficult to digest. Let us pray that, as Jesus promised, the truth will set us free. 

 

Father, thank You for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, to 

show us the way of Truth. Thank you for your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth that leads us into all 

the truth. Forgive me whenever I have lied or participated in lies to deceive others, even when it 

was unintended. Forgive us as a nation for the many lies of the past and also the lies being told 

today, that are destroying our people. Father, we pray that You will set our feet on the Way of 

Truth. Help us as the Church to be filled with Truth and Grace. Remove from our mouths and hearts 

anything that is tainted with lies and deception. Expose the lies in our nation, in our cultures and in 

our ideologies. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Ask the Lord to reveal to you any lies in your own life or lies that you believe influence how 

you act or react to other people in our nation. 

2. Pray that the Lord will grant us grace as we move forward in the process of reconciliation, so 

that we will be totally honest and truthful in our dealings with each other from different races 

and different churches. 

3. Pray for truth to prevail in all areas of society in our nation, that lies will be exposed and that 

those who continue in lies will be convicted to repent and turn their hearts to walk in truth. 

4. Pray that the truth will truly set us free! 
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DAY 4  Problem: Greed, Covetousness and Bribery 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Matt.23:25; Gal.5:19-23; 1Tim.6:10; 1Jn.3:17. 

 

DEVOTION: Greed, the root of so much evil 

Father Bonaventure Hinwood is a Franciscan monk who has left a marked impact on our country, 

particularly on the Roman Catholic Church. I was present when he said one day, “What is the 
greatest problem in our country? The materialism and avarice of our people! All the problems we 

have experienced in the past - apartheid, injustice, poverty – all stem from the same cause, greed! 

People are never satisfied with what they have. They constantly want more. Enough is never 

enough.” According to economic research, sixteen persons on earth, the super-rich, possess as 

much as one half of the rest of the population of the world put together. This is truly shocking! If 

we mean to promote reconciliation and justice in South Africa, we will have to question the 

avarice and greed of some of our citizens. How can a few amass millions of Rands, drive expensive 

new cars every year, purchase luxury homes, earn huge amounts from the stock exchange – while 

so many of their fellow citizens are desperately struggling to put food on the table for their 

families? 

 

The Scriptures teach us that greed is the root of all evil. Paul wrote to his young co-worker, 

Timothy: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the 
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Tim.6:10). 

Covetousness could drive one to extremes. Judas’s treacherous deed when he betrayed his 
master for some coins, is ascribed by some to precisely that: greed. Before we join in prayer 

today, we have to talk about this evil.  

Do we agree with Father Hinwood?  

How can we prevent greed from prevailing in our country, in our churches – and in our own hearts? 

 

Father God, I confess today that even I have allowed my own desires to cloud my judgment of 

others. I confess that even I can be tempted by the love of money. Please forgive me and set me 

free from this terrible temptation of greed and covetousness. Forgive me for being jealous and 

envious of other people. Forgive us in South Africa for our greed and covetousness. Please deliver 

us from Mammon and its hold on the Church and our societies. Please deliver us from the practise 

of offering and accepting bribes and so perverting justice in our land. Please forgive us for 

neglecting the poor and needy and for the many times we turned a blind eye to their suffering. Fill 

us anew with your Spirit and restore us to righteousness and integrity. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. Pray that the Church in South Africa will be set free from the love of money and become 

faithful stewards of finances. 

2. Pray that South Africa’s resources will be used wisely and to the benefit of all our peoples. 

3. Ask the Lord to raise up leaders for our nation who will not bow to Mammon, to bribery or to 

illegal ways of gaining wealth. 

4. Pray for the Lord to fill South Africans with a creative, entrepreneurial spirit to build a prosperous, 

industrious society. 

5. Pray that this generation will be set free from addictive substances, be delivered from laziness and laid-

back attitudes and have the mind to work. 
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DAY 5 Problem: Injustice 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Hos.10:12-13; Deut.32:4; 2Chr.19:6-7; Isa.1:16-17; Jer.22:13-14; 

Ezek.18:21-24; Amo.5; Luk.6:20-26; 12:14; Psa.146. 

 

DEVOTION: An unjust society 

Have you heard the story of the man who stole his employer’s gold pen? He thought the boss was 
so rich that he would not even notice the loss. Little did he expect the upheaval it caused. The boss 

was dismayed; his wife, who had given him the pen as a wedding anniversary gift, was furious. 

The office workers eyed one another askance. People were tense and short-tempered. Highly 

embarrassed, the culprit knocked at his employer’s door. “I am the guilty one, sir,” he said. “All 
my life I have wanted a pen like this. I didn’t think you would even miss it, but now I realize that it 
was very wrong. I am really sorry. Will you please forgive me?” The boss was relieved. He got up 
from his desk, and embraced the culprit. “I am so happy that the problem has at last been 
solved,” he told him. Now I will have some peace again, at home, and here at work. Of course I 
forgive you!” The culprit was grateful. But as he was leaving the office, his boss stopped him and 

put out his hand, “I’m not angry with you, and I have forgiven you,” he said. “But may I please 
have my pen back?” 
 

There is so much injustice in our society – and if it is not dealt with, there can be no question of 

reconciliation. In the past millions of South Africans were badly hurt. The scars of apartheid are 

still evident everywhere. Millions of our fellow citizens have good reason to feel they have not 

received justice. Promises made and broken - before and after 1994. Townships are falling apart. 

Some live in luxury while others are sinking deeper into desperation. The chasm between rich and 

poor is deeper than in almost any other country. Some squander their money. Others, the great 

masses, struggle to put food on the table for their children. Many search for work in vain. 

Hundreds of thousands of young people leave school or university without any prospect of 

careers. There is violence in the streets, murder on the farms. Injustice reigns! To work for 

reconciliation in our country entails facing the wrongs and confronting those responsible for the 

situation - including ourselves! God, we must know, does not tolerate injustice. He commands 

authorities and citizens alike, all of us, to do justice to everyone. The stolen pen must be returned! 

 

Father God, You are Righteous and Just. Your throne is built on righteousness and justice. You are 

the Righteous Judge. Throughout your Word we hear the command to be righteous, and still, we 

commit iniquity and reap injustice. Father, we are guilty. We ask forgiveness for all the injustice 

that happened and is still happening in South Africa. Father, we come to the Throne of Grace to 

plead for your help. Help us to become a righteous nation. Help us to become workers of 

righteousness and not workers of injustice. Father, help us to be transformed in the inner man, so 

that we can sow seeds of righteousness. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. Iniquity is unconfessed sins that have piled up during many generations. Even so, our God 

forgives sin, trespasses and iniquity. Pray for God to work through his Holy Spirit to raise up a 

generation of righteous people in South Africa, in every sphere of society. 

2. Pray and ask forgiveness for your own and your people’s contribution towards a harvest of 
injustice in our nation. Ask the Lord to reveal specific acts of injustice that were done in your 

family or household. Bring these acts before the Lord to forgive and cleanse. Pray that others 

that still commit injustice will be convicted by the Holy Spirit. 

3. Pray that the vicious cycle of sin, revenge and retaliation will be broken. Only when all parties 

that are involved will take responsibility for their actions, healing and reconciliation can come. 
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DAY 6  Problem: Culture and Worldview clash 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Gen.1:26-27; Rom.12:4-5; Act.17-24-28; Col.3:8-15. 

 

DEVOTION: When cultures (and languages) clash 

It is easy to under-estimate the complexity of changing established thought patterns. It is not easy to 

bid farewell to the convictions that have accompanied us through the years. What further 

complicates the process, is the problem of clashing cultures. We live in a wonderful country, with 

so many peoples, and a diversity of cultures. Not to mention the languages! These differences, 

the cultures and languages, could make our lives interesting and enrich our communities in many 

ways. But cultural differences can also create tensions. We all have stories to tell about 

misunderstandings when people did not (or did not want to) allow for cultural differences - and 

how tension and conflict mounted as a result. 

 

It is equally important that we should respect and enjoy the languages our fellow-citizens speak. 

According to the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation the diversity of languages in our country is 

one of the greatest potential causes of conflict. Just consider the tensions created by the choice of 

languages to be used in parliament or at our colleges and universities. On the road to 

reconciliation, we will have to discuss this problem sincerely, courteously and patiently. We will 

have to talk about the wealth of cultures and languages, but also the potential pitfalls they create. 

What can we each do in our own circle of acquaintances? 

 

Father God, I confess that my actions and thoughts are tainted by my own culture, my upbringing 

and my own experiences in life. I need help to have the mind of Christ. I pray that You will help me 

to think differently about people around me. I pray that we as South Africans will develop a respect 

for other cultures and values. Start with me. Help me to see people through Your eyes. Help me to 

know that You love people and want all of us to be transformed into the image of your Son, Jesus 

Christ. I am willing to be part of a multi-cultural nation. Help me to not be judgmental and critical 

of people but to love them as they are. Here am I, use me! Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. South Africa is filled with many different races. Pray that the purpose the Lord has in making 

our nation this way will be fulfilled. 

2. Ask the Lord to enable and empower us to live together as many different cultures to the 

honour and glory of His name. 

3. Pray that every person in South Africa will see and discover the beauty in other cultures and 

not cling only to their own culture. 

4. Pray that the Lord through His Holy Spirit will raise up teachers and leaders who can help 

South Africans to change the way we think and to encourage a new mind-set and culture of 

brotherly love and acceptance for one another. 

5. Pray that a new generation of South Africans will rise up, untainted by the past, who will want 

to be united in diversity, and who will value people of other cultures. 
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DAY 7 Problem: Religious differences 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Rom.12:9-21; Luk.24:47; 2Cor.5:19-20. 

 

DEVOTION: When religions clash 

South Africa is a land of many religions. Whilst the majority of our citizens are Christians, there 

are also Muslims, Hindus, Jews, Buddhists and adherents to the Traditional African religions. They 

may not be many in number, but they fulfil a very important role in society. We are fortunate. In 

many countries of the world religions clash violently, but in South Africa we live together amicably. 

There is, however, always the possibility that adherents to certain religions, incited by what is 

happening abroad, might start rubbing others up the wrong way. We cannot allow this to happen! 

 

Reconciliation in our communities entails reaching out to those who believe differently, 

appreciating and respecting the differences. Doing that, we will soon discover that they are also 

members of the human family, sharing our dreams and our questions, people who are also 

yearning for peace and reconciliation in our land. 

 

In the past, admittedly, we as Christians simply took it for granted that South Africa is a Christian 

country and that our customs, our principles and our festive days would be acceptable to all. In 

the New South Africa there is freedom of religion and no single religion is given preference. This is 

right. However, we should not simply avoid one another; we should reach out to other religions, 

take hands, especially when it comes to bringing about justice and healing for all. In other 

countries of the world it is often stated that religious strife causes a great deal of misery. Let us 

prove that South Africa is different. 

 

Father God, You have called us to be ambassadors for Your kingdom, to call people from darkness 

to light. How can we do that if we are not able to love all people? We pray today for our nation, 

South Africa. We pray that Christians will learn to love and respect other people; to willingly serve 

other people even though they do not believe the same way that we do. We pray that people will 

see Jesus’ love, compassion and divine nature through the love and good deeds of the Church. Help 
us to be truly your ambassadors in our nation. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray that God will grant us to have peace in South Africa. 

2. Pray that God will teach us how to reach out to people who belong to other religions, so that 

we can share His love with them. 

3. Pray that Christians will respond to the need of people around them, regardless of what religions they 

belong to. 

4. Pray that South Africa will be a place where people of other religions can find refuge, healing, 

safety and be exposed to the love of God. 
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SECTION 2. FACING THE PAIN – HEALING THE HEART  
 

DAY 8: Our hearts 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Psa.19:12-14; 139:1-24; Pro.4:20-23; Rom.5:5; 1Pet.1:21. 

 

DEVOTION: Search me, o Lord, and know my heart 

David’s psalm has a lot to say to us. During the past days we had to attend to 

a number of issues. We were, firstly, invited to stand in front of the mirror asking ourselves: How 

do we prepare ourselves for our journey towards reconciliation? After that we had to take a long, 

honest, look at our fractured society, asking: What lies behind all the tension in South Africa, 

behind the many problems we are facing? For the next few days the question will be: How should 

our hearts be transformed by God, to enable us to reach out to one another? Reading David’s 
moving prayer we realize: God knows and understands our hearts far better than we do ourselves. 

He sees our pain and sorrow, our hopes as well as our frustrations, everything that is living in our 

hearts and minds. He gives insight. He treats our wounds. He gives us the power and enthusiasm, 

after we have fallen, to get up again! This is what we need to pray for, today and in the days to 

follow. 

 

One of the most moving examples of this, of how God transforms the hearts of people, was told by 

Nico Botha, who teaches Theology at UNISA. At an ecumenical gathering somewhere in Africa, he 

listened to a woman from Liberia telling her story. Some years ago a cruel and bloody civil war 

raged through Liberia. Young boys were recruited by the opposing sides and trained and armed, 

sometimes to attack their own people, their own villages. One day a band of boy soldiers attacked 

a small village. A woman with her baby on her back tried to escape, to no avail. An eleven-year-old 

soldier chased after her, and with a blood curling cry, killed the baby with his bayonet. Two years 

later, after the war had ended, the woman met the young soldier again. She recognized him 

immediately, the murderer of her baby! By now the soldier had become a beggar, miserable, 

without friends, sitting all on his own in the marketplace. The woman walked to him and placed 

her arms around his shoulders, saying: “I do not have a child anymore. You do not have a mother. 
Come home with me. I will care for you. I will be your mother and you may be my son”. 
 

Heavenly Father, I love You with all my heart! I want You to make my heart your dwelling place. I 

pray that my heart will be cleansed from all filthiness, sin, evil thoughts and unholy attitudes. Give 

me a broken and contrite heart, filled with compassion for those who are suffering, for the poor, 

needy, elderly, orphans and the children of our nation. Let my heart not be stubborn, closed or 

hardened against You and other people. Teach me to love even my enemies and those who want to 

hurt me. I give You today an undivided heart. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. There are many of life’s experiences that can cause a person to close and harden their hearts. 

If you are willing pray today that the Father will bring healing to your heart and cause you to 

be brave to open your heart again to love and to be vulnerable. 

2. Our trust is not in people but in our heavenly Father. Pray that He will guard your heart against 

falsehood and betrayal. Ask Him to take up His throne in your heart. 

3. Pray that South Africans will receive healing and that the heart of South Africa will be restored. 

That it will once again be soft towards others, willing to love, willing to trust and willing to 

reconcile. 
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DAY 9: Facing the Pain: Denial 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: 1Sam.12:1-7. Matt.27:24; Psa.15:2; 43:3; Jn.16:13. 

 

DEVOTION: I do not believe it! 

The well- known American psychologist Elizabeth Koebler-Ross taught us that the very first human 

reaction to existential crisis in our lives is denial. When confronted with a looming divorce, with 

the death of a spouse or a child, or being told by your doctor that cancer has been diagnosed, 

anything too hard to stomach, our fist line of defence is often denial: I don’t believe it! It cannot 

be true! 

 

What is true of individuals, goes for communities as well. When the TRC, more than twenty years 

ago, commenced with its hearings across South Africa, and when the shocking news of what had 

happened in our country was cast in the media – what apartheid had done to people, how victims 

were abused and tortured and killed - many refused to believe the reports. Some whites (Afrikaans as well as 

English speaking) reacted strongly: It cannot be true! The reports are exaggerated! Some would go as far as 

to say: Apartheid was not really that bad – we meant well! There were those who declared: We have nothing 

to do with the TRC. It is nothing but a witch hunt! 

 

On our reconciliation pilgrimage we will often encounter denial. Often we will have to combat 

denial in our own lives! But we have to help our fellow South Africans, and ourselves, to look the 

truth in the eye, to accept our responsibilities, to confess our wrongdoings, and to allow the Lord 

to lead us towards healing and forgiveness. 

 

Heavenly Father, You have made us as humans to be responsible for the world around us. Please 

forgive us for allowing ourselves to be deceived as to the responsibilities we have. Forgive us for 

allowing things to get to a place where people are no longer safe in South Africa. Forgive us for 

turning a blind eye when we see things that are wrong. We pray today that You will restore us to a 

place of responsibility. Help us to face the truth! Help us to accept the truth of our own 

irresponsible actions and attitudes. Father, as a Church we together take responsibility for South 

Africa. Help us to give sacrificially of our time and resources to make South Africa a better place for 

all to live. Please help us not to shirk our responsibility any longer. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. Pray that the Lord will bring conviction of truth to the hearts and minds of all people in South 

Africa. 

2. Pray that we will no longer accuse each other but that every person in South Africa will 

understand that all of us need to work towards peace and reconciliation. 

3. Pray that the truth will prevail in our nation and that all lies will be uncovered and brought to 

the light. 

4. Pray that people will accept responsibility for their actions and decisions of the past and 
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DAY 10: Facing the pain: Guilt and Shame 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: 1Jn.1:9; 2:1-2; Psa.14:11-12; 51:2-14; 139:23-24; Isa.53. Luk.15.11-32; 

Jn.3:16-17; 16:3. 

 

DEVOTION: I am guilty before God and men. 

It does not matter how many times one reads the story, when the Prodigal Son kneels before his 

father and exclaims: “Father I have sinned against heaven and against you” (Luke 15:11-32), it 

touches one’s heart. In his parable, Jesus told his disciples of the long arduous road the young man 

had to travel, before he came to his senses, recognizing his guilt, making his way back to his 

father’s house to, at long last, confess his sins. In our time and our context, the same has to 

happen. Many guilty persons are around – and we are amongst them. Before God and our 

fellowmen, we all are in the dock! All of us need to hear once again the incredible news, contained 

in the Scripture readings for today: The Father is waiting with open arms! He gave his Son on the 

cross to pay for our sins; “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed” (Isa 

53:5). 

 

And our guilt before our fellow human beings? The Bible, again, brings us the good news: By the 

grace of God we are enabled to reach out to one another, to confess and to forgive. It does not 

come easily; it is sometimes very hard. It goes against the grain. But there are many stories to be 

told of South African women and men who experienced the grace of healing and forgiveness. 

Before we go into prayer today, let us share our own experiences in this regard. Moreover, 

whenever we are battling to forgive ourselves for what we have done – to others as well as to 

ourselves – we may know: in the house of the Father lost sons and lost daughters will find peace in 

their own hearts. 

 

Father God, like the lost son, we acknowledge our guilt before You. Please forgive us and remove 

from us the shame that we are carrying. Thank You for the shame that Jesus had to endure on the 

cross, so that we can be set free. Help us to forgive others and to set them free as well. Help us not 

to despise each other but to join hands as we seek You for total reconciliation and restoration of 

our nation. Clothe us anew with a garment of praise. Fill our hearts with joy. Give us a new song to 

sing in South Africa. Amen! 

 

Prayer points: 

1. Pray that the Holy Spirit will minister to the hearts of many people who feel shame and guilt 

because of what they did or what was done to them, that God will remove the 

disappointment, disillusionment and self-condemnation that many of them are feeling. 

2. Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict those people who committed shameful acts because of 

racism, arrogance, superiority, revenge or evil intentions, of their sins and bring them to a 

place of repentance. 

3. Pray that God will give us a season of healing and reconciliation in our nation, a season where 

we can restore human dignity and honour; a season where we can destroy old foundations 

and build and plant new ones; a season of peace that will bring blessing and prosperity to our 

nation. 
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Day 11  A reconciled land! 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Psa.85; Mic.4:1-7; Matt.5:3-12. 

 

A monument in the heart of hell. 

In the valley of Hinnom, outside and behind the wall of Jerusalem, stands a monument today. In 

Biblical times it was the rubbish dump of the city, where fires burned unceasingly, where dogs 

rummaged for scraps and the bodies of criminals, who were so guilty that they deserved no burial 

after their execution, were thrown. In the valley of Hinnom – such a terrible place that the name 

and concept of “hell” was derived from it – blood flowed again during the 1948 War. The Israelis 

and Jordanians fought to death. Their bodies were strewn over the scorched ground. After the 

war, the Israeli authorities erected the monument as a sign that they want to lay down their 

weapons and live in peace with their neighbours. From afar, the monument looks strange, like a 

giant spider or a squid on a base of sandstone. A closer look reveals what it really is. The tentacles 

stretching out in all directions consist on the one side of the barrel of a cannon, a machine gun, 

mortars and cartridge belts. In the centre they are melted together to protrude on the other side 

as a tractor’s steering wheel, a plough and a harrow. The weapons of war are transformed into 

implements of peace! And on the base of the monument, the words of the prophet Micah are 

written: “They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up swords against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” (Mic. 4:3) 
 

This is what we need to pray for during these last days of our Prayer Journey: that all over South 

Africa, in our towns and cities, in the wealthy suburbs, in the poor squatter camps, on the mines, 

in the office buildings, on farms, on university campuses, in schools, in the homes of all our 

people, monuments of peace and reconciliation will be built. Everywhere swords must be beaten 

into ploughshares! How will our country look? What would God’s plan for our nation be? One of 

the most beautiful definitions of God’s peace, the shalom we all long for, is described in Psalm 85. 

Read it and discuss it with one another – then you will know what to pray for. 

 

Father we come to your throne of grace, the place where love and forgiveness meet, where 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. We come to pray for our nation of South Africa. We 

confessed our sins, we emptied our hearts. We stand before You, ready to lay down the swords and 

to wait for your fire to melt away all anger, hatred, bitterness, pain and sin. Consecrate us in your 

fire. Change our words from swords into ploughshares so that we can speak forgiveness, love and 

grace. Fill us afresh with a hope for a better South Africa. Rekindle the dream of a rainbow nation 

where all of us can live together in harmony and shared prosperity. I surrender! I surrender to your 

love and grace. I surrender to the love and grace of fellow South Africans. Meet us as we seek your 

face, together. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray that God will work in each one of us the heart and mind of Jesus Christ, to willingly serve 

each other and to wash our brothers’ and sisters’ feet. 
2. Pray that God will do a great work in our nation, to bring us to a place of humility, a place of 

forgiveness, a place of acceptance and a place of love and mercy. 

3. Pray that God will grant us a season to work and find reconciliation. 

4. Pray that people will take up their responsibility in our nation, to love sacrificially and give 

themselves freely to minister to those who are in need, and to accept the hands that are 

stretched out to reconcile. 

5. Do something symbolic to express the laying down of your sword… 
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DAY 12  Healing the Land: Restitution 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Luk.19:1-10; Heb.10:34; Rom.15:27. 

 

Meditation: If I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold! 

 

During the amnesty process of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee, the question of whether 

perpetrators should commit themselves to restitution, to righting their wrongs to pay-one way or 

another for the pain and suffering caused by them, were often asked. The TRC legislation did not 

require it, but in quite a few cases the perpetrators went out of their way to visit the families and 

people that they oppressed – to find out what their needs were and to offer assistance. When this 

happened there was normally great joy amongst all and there would be celebrations, songs and 

prayer, just like the day in Jericho when Zacchaeus invited Jesus to his house. Zacchaeus, the tax 

collector was guilty. The people of Jericho despised him, and they were justified to despise him, he 

cheated many and became rich in the midst of their suffering. When he met Jesus, his whole life 

changed. He said to Jesus: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold. And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house”. (Luke 19:8,9) 
 

In our conversations we will have to talk seriously about the need for restitution. What has been 

taken unlawfully will have to be given back. Where people have been treated unjustly over many 

years, they will have to receive compensation. Restitution is frequently a very emotional issue and 

it involves not just individuals but also communities. It touches very sensitive issues close to the 

heart: our money, housing, education and land reform. In Worcester in the Western Cape, a group 

of believers rose to the challenge of restitution with amazing results for the churches and the 

people of the town. Are you willing to rise to the challenge of restitution? Will you take it 

seriously? Talk to your prayer group about it. Which forms of restitution can justly be expected 

from us? Pray about this. 

 

Father God, our land and people are in need of restoration and restitution. We pray today that You 

will help us to act righteously in this process of restitution. From your Word we learn that when You 

bless the land, there is more than enough for all its inhabitants. We want your favour and blessing 

on South Africa. We pray for our leaders for wisdom, compassion and mercy as they deliberate on 

how to distribute the wealth, the resources and the land so that all peoples in South Africa will 

benefit from it. We pray that the process of restoration and restitution will be honest, fair and 

peaceful. Help us as South Africans to be a testimony of true reconciliation and restoration. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray that the process of reconciliation, restoration and restitution will go ahead with 

consideration of the needs of all South African citizens. 

2. Pray that South Africans will work together until we have reached true peace and 

reconciliation in our nation. 

3. Pray for great wisdom to develop all South Africa’s resources in such a way that it will prosper 
the whole nation. Pray that valuable resources will not be wasted or stolen from our nation. 

4. Pray for great wisdom for our leaders to distribute land according to need and productivity, 

and to increase South Africa’s wealth so that we can also bless other nations. 
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Day 13 Healing the Land: Strong leadership needed 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Gen.50:15-21; Num.27:15-20; 1Sam.3:19-20;Dan.1:2-17; Eph.6:10-20; 2Tim.1:6-

12. 

 

Meditation: To cultivate leaders 

To speed up the process of healing and nation building we need strong leaders - men and women 

who will be willing to stand up and walk in front. We need people with courage, conviction and a 

vision, people who have a lot of patience and also a good measure of humour, who will be willing 

to sacrifice to build relationships. God blessed South Africa with people like Nelson Mandela and 

Desmond Tutu. Next to them and behind them there were many other leaders - ordinary men and 

women and young people – who made it possible for them to do their work, who worked with 

much conviction with them. Our churches have the huge task, not just to call on its members to be 

peacemakers, but to teach, lead and empower them for their service. 

 

Leaders are the people who are willing to go further than is expected of them. Nelson Mandela 

was such a man. After 27 years in prison because of apartheid, he had reconciliation and not 

revenge on his heart! Do you remember his words: “It was during those long and lonely years that 

my hunger for the freedom of my own people became a hunger for the freedom of all people, 

white and black. I knew as well as I knew anything that the oppressor must be liberated just as 

surely as the oppressed. A man who takes away another man's freedom is a prisoner of hatred; he 

is locked behind the bars of prejudice and narrow-mindedness. I am not truly free if I take away 

someone else's freedom, just as surely I am not free when my freedom is taken away from me. 

The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity. When I walked out of prison 

that was my mission, to liberate the oppressed and the oppressor both”. 

 

Father God, we pray today for a generation of leaders after your own heart. We pray that You will 

raise up leaders like Moses, who led a whole nation to freedom. We pray for Joshuas, young men 

and women who will be vested with authority from trusted fathers in the faith. We pray for 

Samuels who will hear the Word of the Lord and speak it with authority. We pray for men and 

women with David’s humility and courage. We pray for young men and women, who like Daniel 

and his friends, will take a stand for purity and holiness. We pray for men and women like Joseph 

who rose out of rejection, slavery and oppression, to become leaders of world economies and 

trusted advisors of presidents. We pray for young men and women who will be clothed in the 

armour of God, able to resist the forces of the kingdom of darkness. We pray for leaders who do 

not have a spirit of fear, but of love, power and a sound mind. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray for young leaders to emerge out of a broken, racist society, who will be willing to lay the 

past behind and look with courage and enthusiasm to the future. 

2. Pray that fathers and mothers of the older generation will invest in young people, stimulate 

them from childhood to solve problems, teach them to have integrity and be of sober minds. 

3. Pray for leaders from both the older and younger generation to take a stand against the flood 

of negativity and incitement to violence. 

4. Pray that leaders will learn righteousness and justice, will walk humbly with their God and their 

fellow humans, and will be shepherds over the people of our nation. 
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Day  14 Healing the Land: The Church as an instrument 

 

Scriptures to meditate on: Jn.13:12-17; 34-35; 17:20-23; Rom.12:10; Rom.13:8-10; 2Cor.13:11; 

Gal.5:13; 1Thes.4:9; 1Pet.1:22; 1Pet.4:8; Jam.2:8; 1Jn.4:20-21. 

 

DEVOTION: The church, Gods experimental garden 

The day before his death Jesus spoke to his disciples about the church, about his body on earth, 

which would be tasked to continue the work that He had begun. The real difference between the 

church and the rest of the community was to be their love for one another. They needed to wash 

one another’s feet – and to preserve their unity as something very precious. They needed to be 

one in order to survive. The needed to be one so that the world might believe in their message. 

Above all, they needed to be one to honour God! Jesus’ disciples were a strange mix: Peter with 

his loud mouth, the short tempered John and James, the “sons of thunder”, Thomas who struggled 

with his faith, Matthew the tax collector, the enemy of the people, and Simon the Zealot, the 

“terrorist” in the eyes of many. But Jesus moulded them together and helped them to bridge their 

differences. And to all of them together He entrusted the good news of God’s love. 

 

This is to be the story of the church in South Africa as well. We are called to be God’s 

experimental garden, the advertisement of his love. Are we succeeding in this? We are called to 

unite people from all groups and races, with a myriad of characteristics and talents, the wealthy 

and the poor, with contradicting political views, into the body of Christ, the body of love. 

May years ago the great Indian leader, Mahatma Gandhi, who spent twenty-one years in South 

Africa, wrote to a lady in England about his visit to a church in Pretoria. Gandhi was a devout 

Hindu, but had a profound respect for the Bible and for Jesus. He wanted to see how Christians 

come together to worship. His report? “I did not enjoy the service much. The pastor preached at 

length about salvation, but I did not see many saved faces in the church”. Let us pray for the Church, all the 

churches, in South Africa. We have many reasons to be thankful, but as many reasons to confess. 

 

Father God, teach us to love! Jesus said that we are to love one another and that it will be a 

testimony to all people that we are your disciples. We ask for the fulfilment of Jesus’ prayer in John 

17 – Father let us be one! We pray today for the Church of Jesus Christ in our nation. Please bless 

every effort among Christians to join hands and hearts to work for unity in our nation. Please help 

us to remove hindrances and to solve differences among ourselves. Let us together lift holy hands 

in prayer for our nation. We pray for a church that will prophetically preach the Word to the 

government: a church that will be prepared in season and out of season to correct, rebuke and 

encourage; that the church will do it with great patience and careful instruction. Amen! 

 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray that God will pour His blessing on us and transform our hearts so that we can truly love 

one another with a brotherly love. 

2. Pray for the ministries of apostles, prophets, teachers, pastors and evangelists to help the 

Church to grow up into a unity and love, to the full stature of Christ so that the Church can do 

the work of the Kingdom in a spirit of true brotherly love. 

3. Pray for believers to take up their responsibility to do good works. That ordinary Christians will 

love sacrificially and give themselves freely to minister to others who are in need. 

4. Pray for our church leaders, that they will be filled with the Spirit, anointed to preach and 

teach and admonish congregations to walk in love and peace with other people. 
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TESTIMONIES OF RECONCILIATION 
 

TESTIMONY: Free at last 

On 28 April 1990, three months after Nelson Mandela was released and the negotiations began, 

Father Michael Lapsley was so severely mutilated by a letter bomb that he lost the use of both his 

hands and one eye. Although I had sympathy with what happened to him, I wanted to hear from 

him in person why he, as a priest, became a freedom fighter. His question to me was: “were you in 
Soweto in 1976 during the uprising?” When he told me his story of what he, as a young priest, 
experienced in Soweto, it led to a better understanding of his situation. I even wondered what I 

would have done in similar circumstances. 

 

I got to know him as a remarkable person who had dealt with his trauma in such a way that he not 

only experienced true and freedom, but also brings healing to others internationally. During the 

Afrikaans version of his book Redeeming the Past: My Journey from Freedom Fighter to Healer 

(Uiteindelik Vry: My Reis van Vryheidsvegter tot Geneser) on 4 February 2016 in Pretoria, he 

referred to stories that he encountered. In one of the stories a mother of a freedom fighter told 

him that her daughter left the country to become part of the struggle and never returned. In 

another story a mother told him about her son that returned from the Border War but was injured 

psychologically in such a way that he was a stranger to her. 

 

One of the most important aims of his Institute for Healing of Memories is to support the 

emotionally wounded to deal with the memories of the past in such way that it brings healing and 

freedom. Veterans in South Africa, especially white men of the so-called Conscript generations had 

to adapt to many changes since 1994. Although many have done well, there are still those that are 

held captive by their memories of the past. Isn’t it time to redeem the past and be set free? 
Roelf Schoeman 

 

 

TESTIMONY: Healing Encounter with an Extreme White Politician 

In 1992 in the run-up towards the first South African non-racial elections in 1994, the country was 

in a terrible state of alienation, almost everyone from everyone else. In African Enterprise, as we 

celebrated the 30th anniversary of our first mission to Pietermaritzburg in 1962 and we went with 

assorted groups of team members to visit key South African leaders on all sides of the 

spectrum. Thus we visited Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi, Oliver Tambo and the Executive of the 

ANC, Bennie Alexander and the Pan Africanist Congress leadership, Brigadier Oupa Gqozo, leader 

of the Ciskei, President de Klerk, and last but not least the extreme conservative Andries 

Treurnicht. Here is the story: 

 

Several of our teams were in Pretoria, the capital city. First port of call for one of these was with 

Dr Andries Treurnicht, leader of the right-wing Conservative Party, viewed throughout South Africa 

as a notorious white supremacist, the most eloquent and vocal advocate of a volkstaat and 

possibly the white man most hated by blacks throughout South Africa. I said to John Gatu of 

Kenya: 'There is probably not a single black man in South Africa who is willing to do what you are 

doing today in visiting this man.' 

 

Gatu raised his eyebrows and smiled his warm Kikuyu smile, as if to say: 'That's no problem with 

me.' Once seated round the table and served with characteristically strong Afrikaner coffee, Dr 

Treurnicht, who welcomed us warmly, told us something about his party's policies. Once a 

minister in the Dutch Reformed Church, and a former newspaper editor in Pretoria, he said that 

his deep desire had been to apply the principles of the Bible to practical, social and political life. 

This, he said, was not always easy because in politics the name of the game is power, not the 

power of God's Spirit, but the power of man who is a sinner. As such, man will always want to 

dominate others around him. 
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“Treurnicht noted that South Africa has a great variety of communities and the question was how 

to formulate a model in which there existed understanding and cooperation between groups of 

people without the danger of one group's dominating another based on man's sinful power lusts. 

He said he believed that a system could be found which excluded the possibility of one 

community's dominating the others but to find this 'will take time, patience and much prayer, as 

well as humility and wisdom'.  

 

Testimonies of God working in lives and countries in the spirit of forgiveness were then brought by Bishop 

Gresford Chitemo of Tanzania and by John Gatu. Treurnicht listened fascinated, his eyes almost popping out 

of his head. Bishop Chitemo, a man of enormous Christian compassion, touched the Conservative leader 

when he said: 'Jesus Christ has changed my life and made me see that every person is precious in His sight. 

When I committed my life to Him, anger and hatred disappeared and I have a great hope that God is going 

to do the same thing in South Africa. We are praying for you, Dr Treurnicht, that God will grant you 

wisdom, understanding and knowledge of how this country should be governed in future.' 

 

Treurnicht seemed moved by the ingenuous and simple sincerity of this gracious Tanzanian. But 

John Gatu brought the emotional uppercut which impacted all of us. He told Dr Treurnicht that 

years previously he had been caught up in the Mau Mau movement and had hated whites with a 

passion. But then he had been converted to Christ. His heart began to change and this hatred 

diminished dramatically. But he still felt 'a residual bitterness towards Afrikaners in general, and 

the Conservative Party in particular, and towards you, Dr Treurnicht, even more particularly'. 

Treurnicht looked wide-eyed, wondering what on earth was coming next. 

 

Then humbly and slowly, his eyes riveted on Treurnicht's, Gatu went on: 'But meeting you here 

today and sensing in you a warm human being who wants to follow the Lord, I have to say to you 

that, although I do not agree with your politics at all, or some of your interpretations of the Bible, 

the Spirit of God is convicting me of my attitude towards you and I want to ask for your 

forgiveness. While I may not like someone's views, my Bible does not allow me to be bitter 

towards that person. I therefore want to give you the right hand of fellowship and greet you as my 

brother.' At this he stood and held out his right hand to grasp the hesitating hand of Dr Treurnicht, 

whose previously startled eyes were now filled with tears. 'Nothing like this has ever happened to 

me before' said Treurnicht. 'And certainly no black man has ever called me brother before.' 

 

A matter of months later Dr Treurnicht was dead from a violent heart attack. I often wonder 

where he and others like him might have ended up, had they been loved long beforehand by 

forgiving black men such as John Gatu. 

Michael Cassidy 

 

 

TESTIMONY: My experience of reconciliation that changed my life 

 

I was privileged to be part of one of the first official story telling workshops between veterans of 

the old South African Defense Force (SADF) and veterans from the former Freedom Fighters from 

28 to 30 March 2014. During the integration process of the new SANDF after 1994 a thorough 

process of reconciliation between former enemies was followed. The stability that we have in 

South Africa currently can be attributed to the reconciliation between the permanent leaders of 

the SANW. A similar process of reconciliation has not yet been done with the National Conscripts, 

Civilian Force and former Freedom Fighters. 

 

The Center for Contextual Ministry of the University of Pretoria where I am also involved, in 

cooperation with leaders of the Council of Military Veterans Organization (CMVO) and the veteran 

organizations of the Freedom Fighters decided to organise a weekend to start with the 

reconciliation process through story telling. The Department of Military Veterans (DMV) 

sponsored the weekend and created the opportunity to reach out to each other. 
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A diverse group of veterans such as members of 61 Mechanised Infantry Battalion (61 Meg Inf Bn) 

veteran organization, members of the Bophuthatswana Defense Force, members of Umkhonto we 

Sizwe (MK) and the Azanian Liberation Army (AZANLA) participated in the workshop. I was not 

sure how to start the conversation between the previous enemies but was surprised with the 

openness of the members to tell their stories and to listen to others. Once they started talking, it 

was like a dam wall that broke and the stories started flowing freely. A new world unfolded when 

we realized how wrong our perceptions were and how little we really knew about each other. It 

was liberating to honestly tell each other the negative stories we heard and believed about one 

another. Strangely enough this helped us to laugh about the past, identifying things we still need 

to ask forgiveness for. 

 

After we realized we were just people with surprisingly similar pain, the requests for forgiveness 

from both sides started flowing spontaneously. In all of this we started to trust each other and 

only when trust was formed could we honestly share our hearts and allow healing from the past to 

take place. The acceptance and forgiveness that I experienced while meeting new friends made 

this weekend worth it. The reconciliation allowed us to jointly focus on the current problems we 

experience that the D.M.V. should address in the future. This experience motivated me to create 

similar opportunities where we can listen to each other and experience true healing and 

reconciliation. 

 

Roelf Schoeman 

 

 

TESTIMONY: A beautiful gift from SOWETO that changed our lives 

T 

his is a testimony of the grace of God and freedom from racism in my own life. I grew up in the Apartheid 

years in SA. I must admit it was difficult initially, as a child to accept the 

change that came in our schools and community after democracy in 1994. We would hear the 

adults speak badly about people of different races than ourselves and did not understand it 

completely. 

 

After my studies I moved to Limpopo and after two years in a rural area I moved to Witbank to 

work there. It is here that the real change came into my life. The church I joined was a multi racial 

church where I was exposed to outreaches to Zambia and other countries and areas without 

prejudice. I learned that it ok to hug, love and respect people of different races and actually it felt 

like the biggest weight had dropped off my shoulders! I was FREE from racism and in the process I 

learned about adoption from friends in the church and it became a desire in my heart. 

 

Two years later I met my husband and moved to a small town. I had since learned that having 

children would be a bit more difficult for me than the average woman. We got married and two 

years later my son was born (after a lot of treatment that finally ended in a operation). 

When he turned two we desired another child. We got a prophecy during this time that God is 

going to expand our family! Out of the blue my husband said that if the gynaecologist gives us 

more bad news we could consider adoption. Before this day any mention of adoption was met 

with negativity as both our families still suffer from racism to various degrees. I immediately 

phoned people to find out how adoption worked and got very excited. When the gynaecologist 

said that we would have to undergo more surgery to get pregnant again I was prepared. We also 

learned in the process that it would most likely be a black baby and started preparing our families. 

It was not the easiest process and we had to deal with a lot of stigmatism and wrong thoughts that 

people have about people of other races. 

 

We used a private company, as we wanted to have some level of choice to our baby. They 

educated us very well for a range of difficulties and also gave some general parenting advice. We 

thought of names and initially wanted to use Lillian. We didn’t like the meaning that much and 



 20 

kept looking. We chose Lulanie (Hawaiian name meaning highest point of heaven). After a short 6 

months we got our baby girl and she was the cutest little thing ever! She has immediately crawled 

into our hearts and those of our families and friends. We have had many words that she will break 

down the barriers and be a leader (watch this space for future woman president of SA!). 

The surprise part of my testimony was the place she was from: SOWETO (the heart of the 

‘struggle’) and born at the “Lillian” clinic, this was amazing to me! We also found out the Zulu 

meaning of her name while we were waiting for her: Lulanie means stretching or expanding! We 

first thought we were going to have many children but we were happy to learn God knew way 

before us that this little gift was going to expand our family, not physically but emotionally and 

spiritually. She is surely living up to her name. 

 

I hope this testimony will help other people to be free from racism, both ways. I know it is hard to 

forgive someone who has hurt you so very deep into the core of your heart, but with GOD it IS 

possible! 

Anonymous 

 

TESTIMONY: Nqobile, the girl whose name means “conqueror”, conquered in Christ! 

 

My name is Nqobile, I grew up hearing stories of oppression from the apartheid years. My father 

told us stories of how they were belittled as young men by white people. They were cursed at and 

prohibited from entering certain areas. These stories would upset me. I could not understand how 

people could be so cruel? My father was a racist because of the way white people treated him. 

When I started school my parents put me in a multicultural school. I wanted to find out for myself 

why white people did not like black people. I studied the white children that went to school with 

me and did not trust them at all. 

 

God used a white girl to start changing my perceptions of white people. She was one of the first 

people who reached out to me. I was young and shy and could barely speak English at that time. 

When this blue eyed stranger offered me a place to sit, started playing with me and gave me hugs 

I found myself questioning what I believed about white people. As time went on our friendship 

grew and I realized that my father was so blinded by his pain and the deep wounds that he carried 

from the apartheid years that he could not see beyond the colour of people’s skins. 
 

I feel very sad that my father could never come to a place of healing, forgiveness and true freedom 

of racism. My father died when I was 15 years old and left me as an orphan. I have experienced 

racism when I went to high School and also suffered a lot when my father died and I had to live on 

my own. During this terrible time in my life I turned to God for help and He made a way for me. In 

many circumstances He used white people to help me. When I was in matric an interdenominational 

multi-cultural Christian ladies group did a outreach at our school. The way that they loved one another and 

the love of Christ that they reflected made a great impression on me. I shared my circumstances with them 

and they prayed for me. 

 

After the outreach one of the white ladies who leads the Prayer and Reconciliation movement in 

our town contacted me. This lady and my school principal, who is also white, organised a bursary 

for me to study further. That lady became my second mother and mentor and while I studied I 

became an assistant teacher at my old school, because of the help of my principal. This is when my 

journey of true reconciliation started. A journey of healing, mending of hearts and relationships. I 

could forgive white people and all who wronged me and my family. I came to see that my father’s 

wounds run deep but the love of God always runs deeper, deeper than all pain … Today I have a degree 

and I am a teacher and studying to get my honours in education. My father would be so proud! 

 


