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hearing what God is saying 
 

Each dreamer brings a dream into their context. What is it, and how do 
we hear and experience it here and now? 

 
 
 
 
This booklet can be used as a stand-alone daily devotional. Or, if you 
would like to follow the sermons, they can be downloaded from our 
website at www.northfield.co.za or a cd-set of the sermon series is 
available for sale in our bookshop, and can be used as an 
accompaniment for this booklet. If you are using the devotions together 
with the sermon series at Northfield Methodist Church, then the 
readings start the day AFTER the sermon is preached, and the start date 
for each reading is: 
 
ABRAHAM  Page 02   16 October 2017 
JACOB   Page 09    23 October 2017 
JOSEPH   Page 16   30 October 2017  
ISAIAH   Page 23   06 November 2017 
JEREMIAH  Page 30   13 November 2017 
EZEKIEL   Page 37   20 November 2017 
DANIEL   Page 44   27 November 2017 
 
These devotions are written by a team of writers and ministers from 
Northfield Methodist Church. For more information, contact Jackie at 
010 140 0210, or email at jackie@nfmc.org.za. 
 
 
 
  

DREAMERS 
DREAMERS 

 

http://www.northfield.co.za/
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ABRAHAM: DAY ONE 
 
“After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
saying, Fear not, Abram. I am your Shield, your abundant compensation, 
and your reward shall be exceedingly great” Genesis 15:1 AMP. 
 
Genesis 15:1-21 is a section of the texts that presents the Abrahamic 
covenant – God’s unbreakable promise to create a nation through Isaac. 
After these things is a transition phrase – what follows is a new incident 
in Abram’s life. (22:1). The word of the Lord…in a vision: the writer of 
Hebrews reminds us that God spoke “at various times and in various 
ways.” The use of a vision is only one of the means by which God interacts 
with His servants. This was the third appearance of the Lord to Abram 
since his arrival in the land of Canaan (the first at 12:7; the second at 
13:14-17). Your reward shall be exceedingly great: the greatest thing in 
all of life is a relationship with God. 
 
Why would Abram be afraid? Perhaps he feared revenge from the kings 
he had defeated (14:15). God gave him two good reasons for courage: (1) 
he promised to defend Abram, and (2) he promised that Abram will be 
rewarded exceedingly. 
 
We you fear what lies ahead, remember that God will stay with you 
through difficult times and that He has promised you great blessings. 
 

God, I will not fear, because You are my Shield and my abundant 
compensation. In You my reward shall be exceedingly great. Amen.   

 
Notes:           
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ABRAHAM: DAY TWO 
 
“He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the 
stars - if indeed you can count them” Genesis 15:6 NIV. 
 
Abram had a definite word from God about his future. He knew what God 
had promised, but he had no indication about when the promise would be 
fulfilled. The same is often true for us. While we are waiting for our 
manifestation to come forth – waiting for a breakthrough - we may grow 
frustrated or impatient. Sitting in the waiting room of life is not always 
easy! 
 
Once God speaks to us or shows us something, we tend to be excited and 
focus on that revelation. It is as though we are “pregnant” with what God 
has said. He has planted a seed in us – and then we have to enter a time 
of preparation before that seed can bear fruit. These seasons of 
preparation equip us to handle whatever God has promised to give us or 
do for us. 
 
This process parallels the development and birth of a child. First, a seed is 
planted in the mother’s womb, then a time of preparation (nine months 
of waiting) is required, and then finally, the baby is born. During the nine 
months, so much happens in the mother and the child. Just as so much 
development takes place in the hidden place of the mother’s womb, there 
is also activity taking place in the spiritual realm concerning God’s 
promises in our lives.  
 

Thank you Father, for your countless stars that shine every night for us. 

 
Notes:           
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ABRAHAM: DAY THREE 
 
“In blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the 
seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of his enemies” 
Genesis 22:17 NKJV. 
 
Abraham received abundant blessings because he obeyed God. God 
promised to give Abraham’s descendants the ability to conquer their 
enemies. In addition, God promised Abraham children and grandchildren 
who would in turn bless the whole earth. People’s lives would be changed 
as a result of knowing of the faith of Abraham and his descendants. 
 
We often think of blessings as gifts that we will enjoy. But when God 
blesses us, His blessings may also overflow to others – today and into 
eternity.   
 
Blessing I will bless you: the doubling of these verbs and the ones that 
follow (multiplying I will multiply) is a Hebrew idiom that powerfully 
emphasizes the certainty of the action. As the stars…as the sand: this use 
of an exaggeration on God’s part must have overwhelmed Abraham. 
   

Father, your love has really changed my life! Help me to grow in faith, 
that my life will be a song of praise to honour you! 

 
Notes:           
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ABRAHAM: DAY FOUR 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant  
God burst into the lives of an older, childless couple, Abram and Sarai, with 
words of strong determination: “I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you” (12:2). This gracious promise was unconditional. God would 
multiply Abram’s descendants and give them the land of Canaan (13:14-
17).  
 
He formalized His promise to Abram as a formal agreement between a 
superior king and an inferior servant (15:1-21). Finally, He swore by 
Himself that He would do it (22:15-18). His word was irrevocable. 
 
Yet within His unconditional promises, God made demands. He 
commanded Abram and Sarai to leave their home and their extended 
family to go to a new land (12:1). He commanded them to be a blessing to 
others (12:2), to walk before Him and be blameless (17:1), and to 
circumcise the males in their household as a sign of the covenant (17:10). 
Although God’s promises were unconditional, Abram’s temporal 
participation in God’s blessing was conditioned on his faithfulness and his 
obedience to God’s commands. Abram withstood the test – he believed 
and obeyed (15:6; 22:1-18). 
 

Father God, thank you for giving us your Word and for your promises 
that are full in your Word. 

 
Notes:           
 
          
 
          
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 - 6 - 

ABRAHAM: DAY FIVE 
 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own” Matthew 6:33-34. 
 
To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God 
first for help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for 
your pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really 
important to you? People, objects, goals and other desires all compete for 
priority. Any of these can quickly become the most important to you if you 
don’t actively choose to give God first place in every area of your life. 
 
Planning for tomorrow is time well spent; worrying for tomorrow is time 
wasted. Sometimes it’s difficult to tell the difference. Careful planning is 
thinking ahead about your goals, steps and schedules, and trusting in 
God’s guidance. When done well, planning can help alleviate worry. 
Worriers, by contrast, are consumed by fear and find it difficult to trust 
God. They let their plans interfere with their relationship with God. 
 
Don’t let worries about tomorrow affect your relationship with God today.  
 

O Lord, may I always remember to seek you first and to never worry 
about tomorrow. 

 
Notes:           
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ABRAHAM: DAY SIX 
 
Taken from Nicky Gumbel’s Bible in one Year 

The blessings of being in Christ Jesus 
Many struggle with a low self-image. The New Testament answer to this 
problem is to know who you are in Christ Jesus: ‘It’s in Christ that we find 
out who we are and what we are living for’ (Eph 1:11 MSG). Understand 
what your identity is in Christ. While you may not have every material 
blessing you want (Paul was in prison when he wrote this letter), God has 
blessed you ‘with every spiritual blessing in Christ’ (v3). This passage lists 
many of these blessings: 

Grace and peace 
Paul starts his greetings with ‘grace and peace’ (v2). Later he says, ‘The 
riches of God’s grace... [have been] lavished on us’ (v7–8). Grace is love 
that cares and stoops and rescues. You have peace with God. 

Chosen, destined and adopted 
‘Even as [in His love] He chose us [actually picked us out for Himself as 
His own] in Christ before the foundation of the world... He foreordained 
us (destined us, planned in love for us) to be adopted (revealed) as His 
own children’ (v4–5, AMP; see also v11). 

Redeemed, forgiven and free 
You are redeemed through his blood (v7a; Isaiah 52:3,9). ‘Redeemed’ was 
the word used for the buying back of a slave – a captive set free for a price. 
Your sins are forgiven (Eph 1:7b). Marghanita Laski, a well-known atheist, 
made an amazing confession on television. She said, ‘What I envy most 
about you Christians is your forgiveness.’ She added, rather sadly, ‘I have 
no one to forgive me.’ 
‘We’re a free people – free of penalties and punishment chalked up by 
all our misdeeds. And not just barely free, either. Abundantly free!’ (Eph 
1:7, MSG). 
https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/ 
 

 Father, thank you for your blessing. When I look at the stars, I am in awe 
of the vastness of your blessing! 

 
Notes:           
 
          
 
 

https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/
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Dreamers 
 

ABRAHAM: Stars 
 
Group Notes 

 
 
Welcome:   Each dreamer brings a dream into their context. What is 

it, and how do we hear and experience it here and now? 
What does God Birth in us that blesses others? (Vastness 
of blessing)  

 
 
Worship: Sit comfortably in your garden, take your shoes off and 

keep your eyes wide open. Look at the stars and try to 
focus on the biggest, brightest star you can see. Feel the 
wind blowing on your skin and feel the dry grass on the 
soles of your feet. In the silence of your garden just ask 
God to give you the grace to hear Him or feel His 
presence. 

 
 
Word:  Genesis 15:1-6. Genesis 22:15-18. Matthew 6:31-34. 
 
 
Work:  This week, live life believing God’s dream of blessing. 

Live as one whose blessings are as vast as the stars in the 
sky! 
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JACOB: DAY ONE 
 
Read - Genesis 28: 11-22 “At sundown he arrived at a good place to set 
up camp and stopped there for the night. Jacob found a stone to rest his 
head against and lay down to sleep. As he slept, he dreamed of a 
stairway that reached from the earth up to heaven. And he saw the 
angels of God going up and down the stairway.”  
 
In this desolate wilderness, Jacob had a significant dream as he used a 
stone for a pillow. 
 
One can only imagine the strange flood of feelings in Jacob at this 
moment: the fear, the loneliness, the isolation, the excitement, and the 
anticipation. This was an absolutely strategic time in Jacob's life.  
A ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and 
there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it: in Jacob's 
dream, there is now access to heaven. Jacob now knew God was closer 
than ever and there was real access and interaction between heaven and 
earth.  
 
What about your life at the moment? Is there a place of desolate 
wilderness where you need to experience God more than ever? 
 
Have you considered that God wants to meet with you in your time of 
desolation? May you take a moment to rest and lay your head down and 
speak to our Abba Father. 
 

Father God, thank you that even in the places of desolation in our lives, 
you are near and wanting to draw nearer.  

 
Notes:           
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JACOB: DAY TWO 
 
Read  -  John 1:51 “ Then he said, “I tell you the truth, you will all see 
heaven open and the angels of God going up and down on the Son of 
Man, the one who is the stairway between heaven and earth.” 
 
Jesus makes it clear in this reading that He is the access to heaven. He is 
the means by which heaven comes down to us and by which we can go 
to heaven. He is the "ladder”. 
 
Jacob was going through a time of distress and was in a very real danger 
of being murdered by his brother. He is literally running for his life. And 
in that situation, God comforted him by showing him in the dream that 
angels were ascending and descending on a ladder to Heaven.  
 
We can rest assured that in our time of distress Christ will watch over us. 
You see, we not only need the Ladder when we would like our prayers 
and praises to “ascend” this ladder. We also need the Ladder when we 
would like God to pour out His blessings, to “descend” down upon us. 
 
Jesus Christ is the stairway between heaven and earth, if you are in 
distress, behold Jesus Christ the Ladder, and be comforted! 
 
In your Mercy Jesus Christ …. hear our prayers. 
 

Thank you Jesus Christ, You are our Comforter and Friend in times of 
distress.  

 
Notes:           
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JACOB: DAY THREE 
 
Read - Genesis 28:3-4 “May God Almighty bless you and give you many 
children. And may your descendants multiply and become many 
nations!  May God pass on to you and your descendants the blessings he 
promised to Abraham. May you own this land where you are now living 
as a foreigner, for God gave this land to Abraham.” 
 
This blessing that was promised to Abraham, but Jacob (who seemed 
unworthy) would gain. Jacob was the one to carry on God’s promise to 
Abraham. Jacob was promised a land (that you may inherit the land), a 
nation (that you may be an assembly of peoples), and a blessing (give 
you the blessing of Abraham), even as Abraham was promised (Genesis 
12:1-3).  
 
Jacob was by no means worthy of this blessing. Each of the four parties 
in the whole birthright mess acted inappropriately somewhere along the 
line. The amazing thing is that God brought good out of all this, and this 
was a triumph of God’s sovereignty. Isaac sent Jacob away, tragically, this 
was the last time Jacob would see his father or mother. 
 
What blessing have you received from God? What good has God brought 
out of a dire situation in your life? 
 

O God, you bless us even when in moments we don’t deserve your 
blessing. Sovereign God you always bring good into our worst 
moments.  

 
Notes:           
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JACOB: DAY FOUR 
 
Read - Genesis 28:16-19 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I wasn’t even aware of it!”  But he 
was also afraid and said, “What an awesome place this is! It is none 
other than the house of God, the very gateway to heaven!”  The next 
morning Jacob got up very early. He took the stone he had rested his 
head against, and he set it upright as a memorial pillar. Then he poured 
olive oil over it. He named that place Bethel (which means “house of 
God”), although it was previously called Luz. 
 
Jacob was right in sensing the presence of the Lord there, but he was 
wrong in perhaps thinking God was in some places and not in others.  
We read in Psalm 137:7 David knew this: Where can I go from Your 
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?   
 
How awesome is this place! From his unspiritual and perhaps 
superstitious perspective, Jacob put too much emphasis on a particular 
place. He didn’t realise that if the presence of the Lord was not with him 
in every place, then God could never fulfill His promise to him.  
He called the name of that place Bethel. Later, when speaking to Jacob, 
God referred to Himself as the God of Bethel. 
 
Do you experience God beyond a “Particular Place”? Do you need to ask 
God to reveal Himself to you in every place of your life? 
 

Father God, reveal yourself to us in all areas of our living. You are the 
ever-present God. 

 
Notes:           
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JACOB: DAY FIVE 
 
Read  -  Genesis 28:20-21  Then Jacob made this vow: “If God will indeed 
be with me and protect me on this journey, and if he will provide me 
with food and clothing, 21 and if I return safely to my father’s home, 
then the LORD will certainly be my God. 
 
Sometimes we need to be listened to, or cry on a shoulder. But do we 
really understand what a blessing it is to have God at our side? We pass 
it off as nice sentiment but don't understand the profound blessing it is. 
God is so much bigger than anything else we can comprehend.  

 He will never leave you  
 He will always listen  
 He will never bring up the past (if you have confessed it)  
 He will always know what to do  
 His guidance will always be appropriate  
 He will love you even when you don't act the way He wants you 

to.  
 
Paul understood this. He said, "If God is for us, who can be against us?" 
The writer of Psalm 73 shares, "Whom have I in Heaven but you? And 
earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever." 
 
God is with us! 
 

God of Grace, you will never leave or forsake me. You love me 
unconditionally. I desire none but you. 

 
Notes:           
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JACOB: DAY SIX 
 
Read - Genesis 28:16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the LORD is in this place, and I wasn’t even aware of it!” 
 
Have you considered that few people meet God on Sunday morning? We 
are more likely to meet God on the bed of affliction, or when we lose our 
job, or when our children are sick, or when our friends betray us, or 
when our marriage collapses. 
We are much more likely to meet Him after an accident than during the 
coffee hour on Sunday morning. We are much more likely to meet Him in 
the hospital than in the sanctuary.  
 
Not because God is not there; He is there and not just on Sunday either. 
Our problem is, God speaks but we don’t listen.  
It takes tragedy, it takes failure, it takes financial setback, it takes 
heartache, it takes illness, it takes the collapse of our dreams - then at 
last we look up to heaven and say, “Surely the Lord was in this place, 
and I knew it not”. 
 
Jacob met with God at a time and place he didn’t think God would show 
up. Has there been a time when God showed up for you? 
Where in your life has God been present recently?  
 

God of Mercy, thank you for choosing to speak to us even when we are 
not prepared to listen. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
JACOB 
 
Group Notes 

 
 
Welcome:   Have you traveled recently and noticed God in a new 

way? 
 
 
Worship: Spend a few moments in reflection about your past 

encounters with God. This can be done in Silence, Prayer 
or Worship. 

 
 
Word:  Genesis 28: 6-22. 

1. Why does it say, “he came to a certain/good place”? 
What is the inference in using “certain/good” to 
describe this place? 

2. What does the Ladder represent? 
3. Why do you suppose God introduces Himself to 

Jacob the way that He does? 
4. What is the nature of the first two promises God 

makes to Jacob? 
5. What is the nature of God’s third promise to Jacob? 

 
 
Work: This week ask God to reveal himself to you in areas of 

your life that you feel are desolate. Write in your Journal 
what emotions you felt and what area God specifically 
impacted.  
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JOSEPH: DAY ONE 
 
Genesis 37:1-11 - Joseph had a dream and told it to his brothers, which 
made them hate him even more (v5). 
 
This is the third week in our series ‘Old Testament Dreamers’. In the first 
week, we considered Abraham’s dream of an uncountable number of 
stars in the sky, and God’s promise that, through Abraham, God would 
birth a brand new people group. In the second week we pondered 
Jacob’s dream of an angelic ladder connecting heaven and earth and 
God’s promise that we can always draw on his divine presence in every 
moment of our earthly lives. This week we look at Joseph’s dreams of 
wheat and stars and suns. 
 
Reading Joseph’s words to his brothers, it is easy to understand why they 
were irritated. Joseph’s dream of the brothers’ sheaves of wheat bowing 
before his seems like nothing much more than the mere wish-fulfilment 
of an arrogant teen tired of bringing in the harvest. His dream of his 
brothers, now ‘stars’ bowing before ‘Joseph the sun’, seems to be 
nothing less than more of the same. 
 
How could these young teenagers, at that point of their lives, have ever 
imagined that Joseph would one day be responsible for the first effective 
(and probably most famous) wheat-rationing programme of all time? 
How could these rural Israelite youths, so distant from Egypt, its 
pharaohs and gods, have ever imagined that this brother of theirs would 
one day, in Egypt, be second only to the Pharaoh, with his pyramids and 
worship of the sun God Ra? How could they have ever known that their 
younger, much-despised brother would one day hold more power than 
almost anyone else in the world, and would save their lives with wheat 
from the land of the sun god Ra? They couldn’t have imagined it, but God 
did.  
 

God of dreams, may I have the courage of Joseph to believe the dream 
you dream for me. 

 
Notes:           
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JOSEPH: DAY TWO 
 
Genesis 37:12-27 - When some Midianite traders passed by, the 
brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold him to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought Joseph to 
Egypt (v28). 
 
I wonder how Joseph felt when his 10 older brothers surrounded him, 
arguing as to whether or not they should kill him? I wonder what Joseph 
thought when he was thrown into that cistern, or when the Midianites - 
descendants of Abraham’s bastard son Ishmael – bought him as a slave? 
 
I wonder if he was tempted to believe that his dreams had been untrue? 
I wonder if he was tempted to feel abandoned by his God? I wonder if he 
felt that all his hope had been lost? 
 
How strange that in the exact moment of Joseph’s suffering, humiliation 
and defeat lay too the critical requirement for his salvation - and that of 
the inhabitants of the then entire basin? How else would Joseph, the son 
of a nomadic herdsman, have arrived in the home of a wealthy Egyptian? 
How else could he have learned the skills required for filling the 
leadership position of second in command to Pharaoh?  
 
Truly, ‘God’s ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts’!  
Is 55:8. 
 

God of dreams, give me faith when your dreams for me seem to fail. 

 
Notes:           
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JOSEPH: DAY THREE 
 
Genesis 39:1-20 - The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man and served in his Egyptian master's household (v2). 
 
I wonder what it was about Joseph that his master saw in him? Was he a 
particularly hard worker? Was he skilled with languages, and able to 
communicate across its barriers with slaves and masters alike? Did he 
have a natural self-confidence that inspired trust? Had he proven reliable 
in keeping secrets? Was he the type of servant who was invaluable 
because he could read so people well? 
 
Whatever it was, his rise through the ranks of the household servants 
was meteoric enough that, combined with his good looks, even the lady 
of the house couldn’t keep her eyes off him. Her constant pestering of 
him for sex must have been a delicate situation for him to navigate, but 
eventually, in her persistence, she forced an encounter. And then she 
lied about it to her husband. 
 
It must have seemed like ‘déjà vu’ for Joseph.  Once again here he was: 
humiliated, stripped of his cloak, imprisoned for no good reason, the 
victim of other people’s brokenness, forced into a situation in which he 
was powerless to defend himself. 
 
And yet, once again, in this very moment of his suffering and humiliation 
lay too the seeds of not only Joseph’s eventual ultimate salvation, but 
also the salvation of the entire region. But of course, in that moment, all 
Joseph knew was that once again he had been rejected and abused. 
  

God of dreams, give me eyes to see your dreams coming true in 
unexpected ways even when I feel alone and unwanted. 

 
Notes:           
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JOSEPH: DAY FOUR 
 
Genesis 39:20-23 - While he was in jail, the Lord was with Joseph and 
remained loyal to him. He caused the jail's commander to think highly 
of Joseph (v20,21). 
 
Joseph was nothing if not consistent. Amongst his twelve brothers, he 
was the ‘stand-out’ brother. At Potiphar’s house, he was the ‘stand-out’ 
servant. And even here in prison he became the ‘stand-out’ inmate. 
 
It could be that Joseph won the attention of those placed in authority 
over him with his charm and good looks, but it seems that Joseph kept 
their attention because he was gifted in another way too: he was a quick 
learner. But Joseph was also someone who could quickly adapt, who 
could easily apply this knowledge to suit new, different situations. It 
seems that under Joseph’s leadership the prison ran more effectively 
than it had before. No doubt the skills he had learned as a boy, 
negotiating his way through what must have seemed to him like a horde 
of much older, tougher and jealous brothers, and the skills learned in 
managing the home of a rich and influential master, must have combined 
in such a way that Joseph now knew not only how to handle not only the 
inmates, but also those in authority over them too. 
 
It’s one thing to change all the rules and make systems better in the 
short run. All that requires is a bunch of good ideas. It’s another thing 
altogether to keep those new systems in place, and keep all the people 
happy, all the time.  That requires nothing short of grit. 
 
And grit is one more thing that Joseph was ‘gifted’ in. The question is, are 
we? 
 

God of dreams, may I continue to serve you no matter how impossible 
the situation becomes. 

 
Notes:           
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JOSEPH: DAY FIVE 
 
Genesis 40: 1-23 - They answered, "We've both had dreams, but there's 
no one to interpret them." Joseph said to them, "Don't interpretations 
belong to God? Describe your dreams to me" (v8). 
 
Frederick Neitze once said, 'To live is to suffer. To survive is to find 
meaning in the suffering'. This is why we humans spend so much time 
simply trying to make meaning of life: like how sub atomic particles 
influence volcanic activity, or the ways virus mutations influence health 
and coping with illness. In the pre-scientific world in which Joseph lived, 
these scientific explanations for events were simply not available. As a 
result people who were gifted in other ways of meaning-making, learning 
and knowing, were highly sought after. 
 
Chief of these other ways of making-meaning was dream analysis. Just as 
today’s world leaders employ scores of statisticians to ‘read’ the trends 
and to score their public popularity, so the world leaders of Joseph’s 
time employed scores of sorcerers who would ‘read’ the signs. It’s just 
that instead of usual statistical analysis, they would instead read the 
entrails of a chicken, or the movement of the stars in the sky, or they 
would interpret dreams. 
 
Accurate dream interpretation was just another tool in Joseph’s skill-set 
tool-box. And as with his other qualities, this gift was rare and very 
precious, and one of the very few things on earth that could ever earn 
him a pardon from his prison sentence. 
 

God of dreams, may I always remember that every talent and gift that I 
have is pure gift given by you to me – for the sake of others. 

 
Notes:           
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JOSEPH: DAY SIX 
 
Genesis 41:1-40 - Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all 
this known to you, no one is as intelligent and wise as you are. You will 
be in charge of my kingdom, and all my people will obey your command 
(v39). 
 
Of course, it was this track-record of interpreting dreams that no-one 
else had the skill to interpret, that resulted in Joseph being brought 
before Pharaoh to perform what everyone else considered to be an 
impossible task. 
 
It must have taken every ounce of Joseph’s people skills to avoid falling 
victim to be the million ways of insulting a man as powerful as Pharaoh. 
It must have taken every ounce of spiritual wisdom gleaned from years 
of interpreting dreams to get this one right. It must have taken every bit 
of courage he had to put his life on the line for this interpretation. But 
these skills, developed as they were by 10 bullying brothers, years of 
slavery and years of prison were by now hard-wired. And they did not 
disappoint. 
 
So much was at stake. Joseph’s own life was the least it. But because, 
when under pressure, Joseph was able to hold it together, the lives of all 
of those who lived in what was then the ‘fertile crescent’ were saved. 
And because that food rationing scheme was so successful, how many 
further droughts were survived by how many other people groups 
throughout the subsequent centuries? 
 
Yes Joseph did have a dream. But that dream was neither his nor even 
for him. It was a dream that was God’s dream. And it was a dream for 
everyone. 
 

God of dreams, thank you for dreams come true. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
JOSEPH 
 
Group Notes 
 
Welcome:   We are told that everyone dreams, but that the question 

is whether or not we can remember them. Do you have a 
particularly vivid dream that you would be prepared to 
share with the group? What do you think it meant? 

 
 
Worship: Today, thank God for all the hopes and dreams you have 

had that have been fulfilled. Ask for faith to keep 
believing for those that are yet to be fulfilled. And pray 
for those who have lost all hope, and so no longer 
dream. Sing ‘Seek Ye First’. 

 
 
Word:  Genesis Chapters 37 - 41 (group leader to summarise). 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all 
this known to you, no one is as intelligent and wise as 
you are. You will be in charge of my kingdom, and all my 
people will obey your command. 

1. What do you think it was that helped Joseph to endure 
all he went through? 

2. If you had endured all Joseph endured, what would your 
reaction to above verse be? Explain. 

3. What dream has God given you? 
4. What price would you be prepared to pay for it? 

 
 
Work: What one thing can you do this week in obedience to the 

dream God has placed in your heart?  
 
God of dreams, may I always remember that every talent and gift that I 
have is pure gift given by you to me – for the sake of others. 
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ISAIAH: DAY ONE 
 
GOD’S THRONE ROOM 
Read Isaiah 6:1-8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 
(v8). 
 
When I read the first four verses I am struck by two things: Firstly, this is 
a very real time in history (Just after King Uzziah died). This is a well-
grounded statement that puts us in a real time at a real place. Secondly, 
there is a description of a vision of God sitting on a throne. The vision 
seems like something out of a science fiction movie. When we read the 
description of the seraphim in the throne room, we may be inclined to 
gloss over them, as they seem beyond our understanding. It would be 
better to dwell a while on the picture and to be astounded, perplexed 
and thoroughly awestruck. This is what Isaiah was trying to impart to us. 
He is unable to put into words that which has amazed him, so he does 
the best that he can. When we read this description, we should be 
awestruck and amazed. Isaiah is describing that which is spiritual and 
beyond his and our experience. God upon heaven’s throne! 
 
Once our imagination is captured by Isaiah’s description of God on 
heaven’s throne, we are able to receive the question in verse eight, in 
the correct light. This is a wow moment, where God clears the way for 
Isaiah to be spiritually pure, in order to answer God’s divine call. This is a 
call that will allow Isaiah to have an impact on people for eternity. It is a 
call that comes from “Out of this world”, for the world.  
 
This picture is described elsewhere in the scriptures. Just allow today’s 
picture to amaze you about God. Let this picture lead you into worship of 
the Almighty. 
 

Lord, help me to have a glimpse of Your glory like Isaiah did. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ISAIAH: DAY TWO 
 
GOD’S THRONE ROOM 
Read Rev 4:1-11 “At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a 
throne in heaven with someone sitting on it” (v2).  
 
Just like Isaiah did, John also wrote using the same kind of picture in the 
book of Revelation. He has the same aim, which is to fire up the reader’s 
imagination and amazement of heaven’s description and God’s glory. 
 
The clue to how we should interpret these pictures is found in verse 2. 
John was in spirit. This means that he has a spiritual vision. Just as we 
noticed in yesterday’s reading from Isaiah, the description puts into 
words, the indescribable view of God’s throne room. 
 
The New Testament description also draws on the picture from Isaiah 
6:2. We are never expected to understand or even comprehend the 
pictures. In the visions described we find that God approached His 
people. It is God who initiates the contact and draws Isaiah and John into 
a vision of the heavenly throne room. It is God that inspires the writers 
to record what they had seen, in the Spirit.  
 
In Isaiah we find him terrified by what he sees (Is 6:5), realising that he is 
in the presence of the living God. A Jew expected that seeing God would 
kill him. In Revelation 1:17 we also find John terrified and expecting to 
die, because he is in the presence of God. 
 
We will notice that in both the incidents, it God who calms the fear of 
the person. It is God who makes Isaiah clean by burning his lips. It is God 
who reminds John that in Jesus he is safe and totally acceptable. 
 

Father, thank You that in Jesus I can approach You without fear. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ISAIAH: DAY THREE 
 
INVITED TO COME DOWN 
Read Luke 19:1-10. “When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and 
said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today” (v5).  
 
You will have noticed that Zacchaeus was a tax collector. As a tax 
collector the Jews would have rejected him and avoided his company. To 
the Jewish people Zacchaeus was a deliberate sinner who had chosen to 
sin. 
 
Is this not often like us? We have made life choices that we know are 
sinful and separate us from God’s holiness. Notice I didn’t write that we 
were separated from God’s love. It was Adam’s choice to sin that 
separated mankind from God’s holiness. (Rom 5:12). 
 
In the text that we read today we find God as Jesus, inviting Zacchaeus 
down to fellowship with Christ. The one that everybody turned their 
back on because of his sin, is the one God reaches out to. Zacchaeus 
made two great choices: He climbed a tree to see Jesus and he listened 
when Christ invited him down to fellowship with him. When God reached 
out to Zacchaeus the man chose to accept Christ’s invite. When 
Zacchaeus was confronted by his sin he repented and opened himself up 
to forgiveness and restoration. His life was transformed and he began to 
live life differently. We see that in his promise to make amends for 
people that he had cheated (v8). 
 
God initiated a meeting with us at some time in our lives. We too 
accepted His invite and opened ourselves to forgiveness and restoration.  
 

Lord, when I struggle to realise that You accept me by the blood of 
Christ, remind me of Zacchaeus. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ISAIAH: DAY FOUR 
 
GOD’S CALL TO THE MESSERS-UP 
Read 1 Sam 16:1-13 “So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was 
glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome 
features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; this is the one" 
(v12). 
 
By all appearances David was the least suited to become Israel’s king. He 
was a mere shepherd boy, the youngest of eight sons, who all seemed 
more mature and appropriate than David. Yet God chose David. David 
was far from perfect. God knew that David would be an adulterer, 
murderer and bad father to his sons and daughters. (Read 2 Sam 11:1-27 
and 2 Sam 13:1-22). Yet God used David in his mess. David was always 
bitterly sorry for his mess and was forgiven. This was his, and our, saving 
grace. 
 
There is not one of the people who God selected in the Bible that didn’t 
have mess in his/her life. All humans have sin which causes mess in their 
lives and the lives of people around them. Moses argued with God, had a 
stutter and was disobedient sometimes. Elijah ran away when the going 
got tough (1 Kings 19:3), Saul became power hungry and jealous, Peter 
betrayed Christ three times, and Paul persecuted Christ-followers. All of 
these people were called by God to do something for the “Kingdom of 
God” in the world. None of them were perfect but God chose them. 
 
When we compare ourselves to some of the people, like David, we are 
“saints”. However, many of us think we need to be perfect to accept 
God’s call. 
 

Father, help us to realise that You, more often than not, use messed-up 
people to do Your work. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ISAIAH: DAY FIVE 
 
HAVE WE FORGOTTEN? 
Read Rom 8:1-4. “And because you belong to Him, the power of the life-
giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death” 
(v2). 
 
The Word of God comes to us in the mess that is our lives, and the mess 
in the world that we live in. Paul says something that is astounding. 
When we look at our lives we know that we don’t have it together. We 
are far off being the perfect Christ-followers that we want to be. 
 
The Word that comes, is that in God’s eyes we are perfect. We are in 
Christ so God sees us as perfect. The first Word in verse one is mind-
blowing enough, the second Word, in vs 2, is that we are set free of the 
mess.  
 
In the Old Testament, Zerubbabel is given this encouragement when He 
had doubts: “'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the 
LORD Almighty” (Zec 4:6b). This is the key to answering the call of God. 
We can’t do it in our own power. We may be washed and forgiven but 
we are still far from the finished article. We are still a mess. 
 
Isaiah knew this when he said, “I am undone”. It is God’s Spirit that 
enabled Isaiah to answer the call. Jesus as fully human answers the call 
of God with the same statement that Isaiah made: “The Spirit of the 
Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor (Isa 61:1). 
 
It is the Spirit that enables and empowers us. 
 

Lord, help us to be open to the Spirit as we answer the call. Amen. 

 
Notes:           
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ISAIAH: DAY SIX 
 
SCRIPTURE AND THE MESS 
Read Hebrews 2:5-9 “and put everything under their feet." In putting 
everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet 
at present we do not see everything subject to them” (v8). 
 
The problem that we often have is that we let our eyes tell us what is 
real. Scripture tells us that something is going on that our eyes don’t see. 
We look at the mess in our lives and we say that we are not worthy or 
not able to answer the call of God to the world. Scripture opens our 
spiritual eyes to what is real. 
 
Paul quotes from Psalm 8 and lets us know that in fact we have authority 
over the mess that is the world. This is not a reason to become arrogant, 
but to quietly go about the work of God, knowing that God has placed 
the world under our authority. It is true that at present we don’t see the 
truth of this in the world (last sentence v5:9). 
 
We open our spiritual eyes to the truth when we accept what the Word 
of God says about us. Paul in Romans chapter 7 writes that the battle is 
in the mind. Some things are discerned by the spirit. We need to soak 
ourselves in the scriptures, so that we can understand with a Spirit-led 
mind, what is real. 
 
There is an old saying that God doesn’t necessarily call the equipped but 
He always equips the called. As we hear God’s call, let us go knowing that 
God can use us in our mess, to minister to a world that is in a mess. 
 

May He equip you with all you need for doing His will. May He produce 
in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is 
pleasing to Him. All glory to Him forever and ever! Amen. Heb 13:21. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
ISAIAH - God’s call to us comes in spite of our mess. 
 
Group Notes 
 
 
Welcome:   What do you think stops many people from answering 

God’s call? 
 
 
Worship: Suggested song: ‘Father I thank you for all that you’ve 

done’. (42 in Celebration book). Reflect for a minute on 
what God has done for you this week. Have an open time 
of prayer focused on thanking God. 

 
 
Word:  Scriptures – Isaiah 6:1 – 8, Luke 19:5, Heb 2:8. 

At first Isaiah was terrified that God would call him. God 
symbolically cleaned him, by touching Isaiah’s mouth 
with a coal, which empowered him to take up the call. 

 What stops/hinders you from answering God’s 
call? 

 How is the way the world looks at you different 
from how God sees you? 

 What can you do to make God’s view of yourself 
the same as your view of yourself? 

Break up into pairs and spend a few minutes 
discussing what you think God’s call to you is today. 
 
 

Work: This week gently pray about and record what God is 
calling you to do. Share it with the group next week, if 
you are comfortable to do so.  
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JEREMIAH: DAY ONE 
 
Read: Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “The Lord gave me this message: “I knew you 
before I formed you in your mother’s womb…” (v1:4-5a). 
 
Jeremiah the prophet – the great prophet, as he came to be known – had 
the longest and most difficult ministry of all of the Old Testament 
prophets. He is sometimes called “The Weeping Prophet” because of the 
great burden of grief that he carried, both on behalf of God’s people, and 
because of how the people treated him. In the light of Jeremiah’s tragic 
life, we may ask how he managed to stay faithful to his prophetic call 
throughout his long ministry. 
 
The first verses of this week’s reading give us a clue to what sustained 
Jeremiah through his very tough times – he knew that he was known by 
God. At Jeremiah’s call, God made it clear that he had known Jeremiah 
from before he was even conceived. Back in the mists of eternity past, 
God already knew Jeremiah, and God already loved him. In those times 
when Jeremiah’s reputation was questioned, he may have reminded 
himself that God knew the truth about him. When he faced threats and 
attacks on his life, Jeremiah may have taken comfort from the assurance 
that God knew him and that he could never be out of God’s sight. When 
he had to speak difficult prophecies of warning that he knew people 
would reject, he may have reminded himself that God knew his heart, his 
motivation, and his longing for healing and justice. 
 
If Jeremiah could find strength and courage to endure great suffering in 
being known eternally by God, imagine how this assurance of God’s love 
and attention can support and strengthen you in whatever you may have 
to face in your own life. 
 

Thank you, God, that before I was conceived, you knew me. 

 
Notes:           
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JEREMIAH: DAY TWO 
 
Read: Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “Before you were born I set you apart and 
appointed you as my prophet to the nations” (v5b).  
 
Jeremiah was a young man when he began his ministry as a prophet. But 
it seems that from the beginning he had a strong sense of call. Jeremiah 
somehow knew that God had a dream for God’s people, and when God 
called him to be a prophet, Jeremiah learned to share God’s dream, to 
make it his own, and to proclaim it to the people of Israel. 
 
But another important factor that sustained Jeremiah through his 
difficult ministry, and that gave him confidence to speak out in the face 
of strong opposition, was the knowledge that God had called and 
appointed him to be a prophet. And, again, this appointment of God was 
done before Jeremiah was even born. Jeremiah believed that God had 
brought him into this world with a calling in place, and with all the 
abilities and aptitudes that he would need to fulfil his calling.  
 
You may not feel like you have a calling. You may be tempted to think 
that only people in ordained ministry are called by God. But, the 
Scriptures are clear that God calls all of us. God wants us all to share 
God’s dream for our world, and to participate with God in bringing it into 
being. And God has given us all the abilities and aptitudes that we need 
to fulfil our role in God’s purpose.  
 
So whatever you’re good at, wherever you work, whomever you interact 
with, consider that God has called you to share God’s dream of love and 
justice. 
 

O God, before I was born you had called and appointed me to share the 
Good News of your dream. 

 
Notes:           
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JEREMIAH: DAY THREE 
 
Read Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for 
you! I’m too young!” (v6).  
 
In Israel, at the time of Jeremiah, there was a strict order with regard to 
age. Elders were to be respected, and youngsters had to know their 
place and not step out of line, or presume to teach those more 
experienced than they were. And yet God seems to have little respect for 
these customs. It is a common pattern in Scripture that God chooses the 
least likely candidate to do God’s work, and often that person is 
someone who would be considered too young for the task God has given 
them. 
 
Another common pattern in Scripture is that those whom God called 
usually felt inadequate for the task. Moses felt he was not a good 
enough speaker, Isaiah felt he was too sinful, and Jeremiah felt he was 
too young. But, God did not let any of them off the hook. In each case 
God challenged this servants to accept the call, and God equipped them 
for their task. 
 
What do you feel would disqualify you from responding to God’s call? In 
what ways do you feel inadequate to serve God, or to participate in 
building God’s dream in your community? What would it take for you to 
believe that God saw value in you? What would you need to feel ready to 
let God use you for God’s kingdom purposes? 
 
These are important questions for us to answer because, as we have 
seen, we are called to partner with God in some way, and serving is an 
integral part of following Jesus into abundant life. 
 

O God, though I feel inadequate, thank you that you still call me to 
partner with you in building your kingdom. 

 
Notes:           
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JEREMIAH: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ 
for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. And 
don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect 
you..” (v7-8). 
  
The promise of God must have been very comforting for Jeremiah. He 
was worried that his youth would be a problem if he accepted God’s call 
to be a prophet. But God challenged him not to allow his youth to get in 
the way. God instructed him to go to the people to whom God sent him, 
and to say whatever God told him. And then God told him not to be 
afraid, because God would be with him and would protect him. 
 
As comforting as that promise was in the beginning, Jeremiah had some 
strong words to say to God later in his ministry. In Jeremiah 20:7 the 
prophet says, “O Lord, you misled me, and I allowed myself to be 
misled.” The truth is that God did not protect Jeremiah. He got beaten, 
and thrown into a cistern, and mocked, and rejected. His words were 
ignored, and his motives were questioned. And, at the end of his life, he 
was carried off to Egypt against his will. 
 
Did God lie to Jeremiah? In spite of his angry lament, Jeremiah stayed 
faithful to God. He may not have been physically protected. But, he was 
given the strength to live well and to partner with God in his suffering. 
And he became one of Israel’s greatest prophets.  
 
God’s protection does not mean that we experience no suffering. But, it 
does mean that we are strengthened to endure whatever we have to 
face, and that we can experience God’s dream even in the midst of 
suffering. 
 

Strengthen me, O God, so I may experience your dream even in my 
suffering. 

 
Notes:           
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JEREMIAH: DAY FIVE 
 
Read Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “Then the Lord reached out and touched my 
mouth and said, 'Look, I have put my words in your mouth!...' (v9). 
  
In Matthew 10:19, speaking about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, 
Jesus warns his disciples that they will be arrested and put on trial. And 
he assures them that they do not need to worry about what they will 
say, but that God will give them the words they need at the right time. 
 
When God called Jeremiah to be a prophet, he made a similar promise – 
that he would put the words Jeremiah would need into his mouth. This is 
the nature of the prophetic ministry. The prophet is not one who 
foretells the future. Rather the prophet is one who speaks God’s word 
into their own situation. They have learned to read the times in which 
they live through God’s eyes, and they challenge their society to follow 
God’s call to justice and love. And in this way prophets speak the words 
that God puts into their mouths. And this is what God promised Jeremiah 
he would do. 
 
You may not consider yourself a prophet, but every follower of Christ has 
situations and moments in which they are called to offer a prophetic 
witness. When we see racism, sexism, homophobia, or abuse happening 
around us, we are called to challenge these injustices. When we see 
leaders abusing their power, or observe systems that oppress some 
while benefitting others, we are called to stand against them. 
 
And sometimes these moments of prophetic witness will call us to speak. 
And when that happens we can trust God to give us the words, if we will 
just open our hearts to God’s message. Where might God be calling you 
to speak into your world? 
 

Put your words into my mouth, O God, I pray. 

 
Notes:           
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JEREMIAH: DAY SIX 
 
Read Jeremiah 1:4-12 - “Then the Lord said to me, “Look, Jeremiah! 
What do you see?” 
And I replied, “I see a branch from an almond tree.” 
And the Lord said, “That’s right, and it means that I am watching, and I 
will certainly carry out all my plans” (v11-12). 
  
As followers of Christ we do not live for our own sakes. Our lives are not 
our own, but belong to God and are given for God’s purposes. And 
sometimes that can be a very frustrating and difficult thing, because, 
when we look at the world around us, it can feel like God’s purposes 
aren’t really working out.  
 
It can be very tempting to believe that, in the battle between good and 
evil, evil is winning. We can be tempted to think that the world is getting 
worse, and that God’s plan to save the entire universe is failing. But, we 
have to remember that we see only a very small part of history’s 
trajectory. We see “through a glass darkly…” as the apostle wrote in  
1 Corinthians 13:12. 
 
And because we don’t see the whole plan, it’s important that we trust 
God’s promise – as expressed here to Jeremiah – that God is watching to 
carry out all of God’s plans.  
 
And this doesn’t just apply to history. Since our lives are called into 
service of God’s purpose, our lives are always being watched by God. And 
even in our lives God is watching to bring God’s plans to fulfilment. When 
it feels like life is out of control, it can be helpful to remember that the 
God who never sleeps is watching over us, and working in our struggles 
to bring God’s good purposes into being in our lives. 
 

Watch over me, O God, and bring your good plans into being in my life, 
I pray. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
JEREMIAH 
 
Group Notes 
 
 
Welcome:   Discuss with your group, what you think it means to be 

‘called’.   
 
 
Worship: Sit comfortably, close your eyes, and imagine a fruit tree 

in springtime. In your mind, see the blossoms, hear the 
busy bees, smell the promise that spring brings. 
Remember that God spoke to Jeremiah, and showed him 
the branch of an almond tree, and said “…I’m watching 
over my word until it is fulfilled” (v12).   

 
 
Word:  Read Jeremiah 1:4-12. 

Have you ever experienced a sense of God’s call? What 
do you think God is calling you to right now? Where do 
you think God may want to use you? 
What do you feel would disqualify you from responding 
to God’s call? In what ways do you feel inadequate to 
serve God, or to participate in building God’s dream in 
your community? What would it take for you to believe 
that God saw value in you? What would you need to feel 
ready to let God use you for God’s kingdom purposes? 
If God touched your mouth, and put His words on your 
tongue, what would you be saying? Into what situation 
would you be speaking? 
  

 
Work: This week, carry God’s word into your life – to whoever 

God sends you to. 
  



 - 37 - 

EZEKIEL: DAY ONE 
 
The History of the Israelite nation 
Read - Ezekiel 16:58 -61, “This is what the sovereign Lord says: I will 
deal with you as you deserve; because you have despised my oath by 
breaking the covenant” (NIV). 
 
This story of the “River of Life” is one of Ezekiel’s last prophetic visions 
regarding the Jewish nation and what God had planned for them. 
Chapter 47:1-12 may be interpreted in an allegorical manner (and we will 
study it in this way later on in the week) but if one understands the 
historical context of this prophetic writing one may grow to have a better 
understanding of God’s power and omnipotence.  
The ten tribes of Judah had been forced into Assyria one hundred years 
earlier. Due to their disobedience and despite the warnings of prophets 
like Isaiah and Micah they had turned away from God. Ezekiel was 
concerned with the two tribes in the south who were just as disobedient 
and rebellious towards God. Despite King Josiah’s attempt to encourage 
his people to obey the law of God, a number of “bad” rulers followed. 
Judah was threatened by Egypt to the south-west and Babylon to the 
north-east. After being under the control of foreign nations for a while, 
Babylon attacked the city for two years and 7000 army officers and 
soldiers, 1000 craftsmen and 10 000 artisans were sent away and exiled 
from their home. After Zedikiah and his sons were killed, the royal line 
was ended and King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Jerusalem to be 
destroyed. 
 
Although Ezekiel was living thousands of miles away from Jerusalem it 
was at this time that God called him to preach to his people. 
 

Father we pray for those who have turned away from serving you. We 
think especially of… We pray that they will come to know and serve you 
faithfully. 

 
Notes:           
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EZEKIEL: DAY TWO 
 
Ezekiel’s prophetic message 
Read - Ezekiel 16: 62, “So I will establish my covenant with you, and you 
will know that I am Lord” (NIV). 
 
The focus of Ezekiel’s prophetic message was “apocalyptic” which means 
“unveiling” and his words were symbolic and figurative in nature. These 
prophesies were preached by Ezekiel around the occurrence of three 
specific historical periods, namely: 

 The future destruction of Jerusalem. 

 The nations around Jerusalem who would be glad to see the 
destruction of the Jewish nation.  

 The complete fall of Jerusalem.  
 
For thirteen years after this Ezekiel stopped prophesying and he waited 
for God to tell him when He could release His word again. 
 Ezekiel then prophesied for a year. He described the Valley of Dry Bones 
which would come together as an army again and in chapters 40 – 48 
(the focus of our bible study), he discussed the rebuilding of the temple 
of Jerusalem. In the last chapters of this book Ezekiel used the words 
“then the nations will know that I am Lord”. Ezekiel was referring not 
only to the Jewish nation when he used these words but also to the 
whole world who, when they witnessed the return of the Jews to their 
land, would come to know and recognise the supremacy of God. 
 

Father we recognise you as sufficient and supreme in our lives. Help us 
to remain within your will. We submit ourselves to your council and 
continuous direction. 

 
Notes:           
 
          
 
          
 
          
 
 
 



 - 39 - 

EZEKIEL: DAY THREE 
 
Our faithful, sovereign God. 
Read – Ezekiel 16:62-63, “So I will establish my covenant with you, and 
you will know that I am Lord. Then, when I make atonement for you for 
all you have done, you will remember and be ashamed and never again 
open your mouth because of your humiliation, declares the Sovereign 
Lord” (NIV). 
 
Throughout Ezekiel we become aware that God rules His people in the 
following manner:  

 He punishes those who sin.  

 He is faithful towards those who are righteous.  

 He takes vengeance on behalf of those who have been wronged. 

 He restores the lost.  

 He is supreme over all nations. 
 
If we study God’s historical relationship with the Jewish people we 
become conscious that they were being encouraged by Ezekiel to move 
away from “darkness” or sin towards the “life–giver” or “river of life”, 
our Lord and Saviour. 
We are made aware throughout Ezekiel that God does not tolerate 
rejection or scorn.  We should not underestimate the fact that God is 
holy and supreme and we need to treat Him with the same respect and 
love He gives each of us.  
 
God desired His relationship with the Jewish nation to be an example 
and an invitation for other nations to serve Him. He requires the same of 
each individual Christian today. We need to provide the good news of 
Jesus (who is the river of life), to whomever we may encounter each day. 
 

Dear God thank you for your forgiveness and the salvation you have 
given us through Christ’s death on the cross. 

 
Notes:           
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EZEKIEL: DAY FOUR 
 
The River of Life 
Read - Ezekiel 47:1: “The man brought me back to the entrance of the 
temple; and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the 
temple toward the east (for the temple faced east) (NIV). 
 
In chapter 47:1-12 Ezekiel describes the characteristics of the future 
temple. He is standing in the inner court of the house and an angelic 
guide is providing him with a comprehensive tour. The life-giving water 
(see Joel 3:18), which flows from God’s house depicts the future 
blessings to come. The river’s source is under the temple of Jerusalem. A 
river beginning at this point would follow a course towards the Dead Sea. 
Ezekiel sees this river passing through the valley as it is joined by more 
and more tributaries. The river gradually gets deeper until it comes into 
contact with the Dead Sea. In verse 8 we learn that the sea (which has a 
25% salt content), will be refreshed so that it can sustain abundant life.  
The renewing power of this “river of the water of life” mentioned again 
in Revelation 22:1, demonstrates the renewing power of Christ and the 
promise of an eternal life through Him. In verse 7,8 and 9, we are made 
aware of a new creation similar to that of the Garden of Eden ( .. “the 
water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live wherever 
the water flows (v9 NIV). Ezekiel provides us with a picture of people 
fishing on the banks of this river.  
 
This vision provides one with hope for a future which will fulfil all of 
God’s people and which will be a continuous reminder to them of God’s 
sovereign love and faithfulness. In John 4:13 we read about the story of 
the Samaritan woman. Jesus explains to her the significance of “living 
water”.  “Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life” (NIV). 
 

Dear God, thank you that we have the hope of an eternal future with 
you. 

 
Notes:           
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EZEKIEL: DAY FIVE 
 
Christ’s invitation for you to come and drink. 
Read - John 7: 37-40, “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus 
stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 
and drink. Whoever believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of 
living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time 
the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 
(NIV). 
 
Jesus’ disciples had not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit, it was only 
at Pentecost (Acts 2) that the followers of Jesus became empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus referred to the living water in John 4:10-13 as 
“eternal life”. In this reading Christ is referring to the living water as the 
gift of the “Holy Spirit”. These two terms complement each other as we 
are reminded that when we ask Christ to live within us we are asking Him 
to have a personal relationship with us which will last for an eternity. 
God desires a personal “relationship” with each of us. All He requires of 
us is a personal response.  Please read Acts 2:36-41. If you wish to serve 
God you need to: 

 Confess your sins to God and ask Christ to forgive you and 
restore you.  Invite Jesus Christ to become a permanent part of 
your life.  

 Live a “righteous” life by loving God and being faithful to Him.  

 Share Christ’s light with others. 

 Recognise that Christ is sovereign and supreme in your life. 
I am reminded of Deuteronomy 6:5 which says, “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” 
(NIV). 
 

Thank you Lord for the opportunity to have a personal relationship with 
you. 

 
Notes:           
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EZEKIEL: DAY SIX 
 
Fellowship 
Read - Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching 
and to the fellowship and the breaking of bread and to prayer” (NIV). 
 
In Acts 2:40-41, we come to see God’s purpose for all of His people. In 
response to Peter’s message “about” three thousand Jews and Gentiles 
made the decision to be baptised. This group of believers formed their 
own “Christian congregation” in Jerusalem. Once they had made the 
decision to follow Christ we learn in Acts 2:42 that they spent time in 
fellowship with one another. The miracle of Pentecost encompassed two 
aspects: 

 A personal commitment, baptism and indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 An identity which promoted one as belonging to the “family of 
Christ”. 

 
Luke describes the early church as a group of believers who: 

 Steadfastly remained loyal to the apostle’s teachings (a body of 
work considered authoritative as it came directly from 
accredited apostles). 

 Broke bread. Although Paul had not yet described the theology 
behind the “breaking of the bread” we may say that this practice 
was done to commemorate Christ. The new converts may have 
practised the breaking of the bread to share the love, joy and 
peace of being part of Christ’s community. 

 Prayed formally. 
 

Father thank you for the privilege of serving you as part of a Christian 
family. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
EZEKIEL – The River 
 
Group Notes 
 
Welcome:  Read Ezekiel 47:1-12. In chapter 47:1-12 Ezekiel 

describes the characteristics of the future temple. He is 
standing in the inner court of the house and an angelic 
guide is providing him with a comprehensive tour. The 
life-giving water (see Joel 3:18), which flows from God’s 
house depicts the future blessings to come. 
 

Worship:         John 4:13 -14. Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him 
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in Him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life. 
Prayer: Father we have heard your truth and we believe 
your word. We believe that you sent Jesus to die on the 
cross for the forgiveness of our sins. Thank you Lord that 
we can stand righteous in your sight, without 
condemnation. We praise you and thank you for your 
sacrificial gift which has provided us with the promise of 
an eternal life. 
 

Word:   Please study: Ezekiel 47:1-12, John 4: 10-13, John 7: 37- 
40, Acts 2: 40 -42. 

 How do you think the New Testament verses relate to 
the Old Testament scripture of Ezekiel 47:1-12? 

 What future hope are we provided with through 
Ezekiel’s prophecy about the “river of life”? 

 How do you perceive an eternity with Christ to be like? 

 What does Christ require of us in order to receive the gift 
of eternal life? 

 
Work: This week: Consider how a personal commitment, 

baptism and indwelling of the Holy Spirit provides one 
with an identity which promotes one as belonging to the 
“family of Christ”. 
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DANIEL: DAY ONE 
 
Read Daniel 1. 
 
Daniel is Hebrew for "God is my Judge", and he is the hero of the Book of 
Daniel. A noble Jewish youth of Jerusalem, he is taken into captivity 
by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and serves the king and his successors 
with loyalty and ability until the time of the Persian conqueror Cyrus, all 
the while remaining true to the God of Israel. There seems to be some 
difference of opinion amongst scholars about whether or not Daniel is a 
real, historic person. 
 
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, Daniel and his friends were 
among the young Jewish nobility carried off to Babylon following the 
capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. The four are 
chosen for their intelligence and skills and physical beauty, to be trained 
in the Babylonian court. They are given new names; Daniel is given the 
Babylonian name Belteshazzar, while his companions are given the 
Babylonian names Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Daniel and his 
friends refuse the food and wine provided by the king of Babylon to 
avoid becoming ‘polluted’. They receive wisdom from God and surpass 
"all the magicians and enchanters of the kingdom" (Wikipedia). 
 
In the book of Daniel we read of many occasions where he had visions 
and dreams, and where he interpreted the visions of others, mostly 
related to future kingdoms of the world and the nation of Israel. For this 
week’s sermon and devotions, we will focus on his interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, as described in Daniel 2. 
 
What wisdom have you received from God? 
 

Father, thank you for the wisdom that you give me. Teach me how to 
use that wisdom in your time and place. 

 
Notes:           
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DANIEL: DAY TWO 
 
Read Daniel 2:1-24. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar was having disturbing dreams. He called his 
fortune-tellers for insight, but he insisted that they tell him his dream 
first, and then interpret it. The fortune-tellers are stumped – that is an 
impossible task! In anger, the king orders all the wise men to be killed, 
including Daniel and his friends. When Daniel heard of the reason for the 
death warrant, he asked his friends to pray to God for mercy and wisdom 
and insight. That night, God gave Daniel the answer in a vision, and 
Daniel thanked and praised God. Daniel is the recipient of divine 
revelation. He has learned wisdom from the Babylonian magicians, but 
he surpasses them, because God is the true source of his knowledge. And 
Daniel knows this very well. It is not about Daniel’s human gifts, nor his 
education in the art of divination, but it is God who made him wise and 
strong, and it is God who solved the mystery. Daniel does not hesitate to 
tell King Nebuchadnezzar that God is the source of his wisdom. After 
Daniel describes the dream, and provides the interpretation, the king 
acknowledges, respects and celebrates Daniel’s God, but while he is in 
awe of Daniel, he does not convert to God. Daniel is rewarded for his 
wisdom and skill, and he is promoted to a high position in Babylon. We 
read about Daniel in the Bible once more: in Matt 24:15, Jesus refers to 
the prophet Daniel. On a human level, this story is about Daniel’s skills, 
versus those of the Babylonian magicians, but on a cosmic level it is 
about the God of Israel versus the Babylonian gods. 
 
In what way has God given you answers? How has he provided you with 
intelligence and discernment? What has he laid on your heart through His 
word? 
 

“God of all my ancestors, all thanks! All praise! You made me wise and 
strong…” (v23a MSG). 

 
Notes:           
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DANIEL: DAY THREE 
 
Read Daniel 2:25-47. 
 
The king dreamed of a huge statue, made of different metals. These 
metals represent different empires that followed after king 
Nebuchadnezzar, but scholars differ about exactly what empires are 
represented in the statue. The golden head of the statue seems to 
represent the Babylonian Empire, the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar. The 
silver chest, shoulders and arms are the Medean Empire (or Medo-
Persia). The bronze belly, thighs and legs could represent the Persian 
Empire (or Hellenistic Greece). The iron legs could be the Macedonian 
empire (or the Roman Empire). The mixed iron and clay feet could be a 
divided Macedonia (or a divided Roman empire). 
 
Regardless of the exact specifics, in the king’s dream the statue is 
destroyed by a stone that hits the feet and causes the whole statue to 
shatter and collapse. And then the stone grows into a mountain. “But 
throughout the history of these kingdoms, the God of heaven will be 
building a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will this kingdom 
ever fall under the domination of another. In the end it will crush the 
other kingdoms and finish them off and come through it all standing 
strong and eternal” (v44). The Kingdom of God is represented by the 
rock, and in Daniel’s interpretation God provides an overview of world 
events for all of time. It’s about God’s glory filling the whole world! 
 
The overall theme of the book of Daniel, is God’s sovereignty over 
history; that God is sovereign over all earthly kings, and it extends 
beyond the immediate story to take in all of time (Daniel 4:3, 7:14). 
 
Reflect on how God’s kingdom precedes all others, and remains long after 
earthly kingdoms are destroyed. What does that mean to you, today? 
 

Oh God, you are “beyond question the God of all gods, the Master of all 
kings…” (v47). 

 
Notes:           
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DANIEL: DAY FOUR 
 
Read Daniel 2:34-35. 
 
All the great empires, all the powerful kingdoms, all the entrenched 
governments, they all eventually disappear. It may not seem like it when 
we view it from the perspective of our lifetimes, but history teaches us 
that even the seemingly unbeatable “…fell to pieces – iron, tile, bronze, 
silver, and gold, smashed to bits. It was like scraps of old newspapers in 
a vacant lot in a hot dry summer, blown every which way by the wind, 
scattered to oblivion” (v34). 
 
What ‘kingdoms’ call for our allegiance? What calls for our loyalty? What 
demands our commitment? Do we work so hard at our jobs, that we 
neglect our families? Do we strive after more and more money, at the 
expense of the people who do not have enough? Do we hunger after 
power, and use it to oppress others? Do we obsess over physical 
perfection, the beautiful body? Do we need more, better, bigger, newer? 
When we look back on our life, did these things really mean that much? 
Was it all worth it? Or was the price we paid too high? The kingdom of 
God is built to last for all eternity. “…it became a huge mountain, 
dominating the horizon” (v25).  
 
Which kingdom is worth striving for? Which kingdom is worth serving? 
Which kingdom has eternal value? Which kingdom will “…come through 
it all standing strong and eternal” (v44b)? 
 
Spend a few minutes reflecting on which ‘kingdoms’ you serve. Would 
they remain standing after you are gone? 
 

Father, show me which of my ‘kingdoms’ have feet of clay. Remind me 
that serving your kingdom first, has eternal value and brings blessing. 

 
Notes:           
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DANIEL: DAY FIVE 
 
Read Matthew 7:24-27 - “These words I speak to you are not incidental 
additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of 
living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you 
work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who 
built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a 
tornado hit – but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock” 
(MSG). 
 
Jesus tells us that we need to hear His words, and work them into our 
life. But we need to do more than hear - we need to listen. We need to 
expose ourselves to God’s truth. We need to read the Bible. We need to 
read books that help us to understand the Bible. We need to attend 
worship services. We need to attend teachings that will disciple us. We 
need to meet with small groups to study and learn God’s words. But we 
need to do more than listen - we need to obey. We need to open our 
hearts and our minds. We need to apply His words. We need to change. 
We need to build our lives on the strong foundation of His word and the 
kingdom of God. Then that strong foundation of God’s word will help us 
to withstand the rain, the floods, the wind, the waves. If we stand strong 
on the rock-solid foundation of God’s word, of His promises to us, of His 
kingdom, we can remain standing when the inevitable hardships of life 
hit us, and our house will not fall. Our lives will not crumble. We will not 
have feet of clay. We will not be destroyed. 
 
What would your life be like, if you built it on the strong foundation of 
solid rock that is God’s word? 
 

Thank you Jesus, that your word provides us with a strong foundation, 
so we can withstand the floods and winds and waves of life. 

 
Notes:           
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DANIEL: DAY SIX 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. 
 
Sometimes God used dreams to communicate with people. That is what 
this series is about. God used visions in the Old Testament to reveal His 
plan, to further His plan, and to put His people in places of influence. But 
these were not every day vague, illogical dreams. Dreams from God were 
vivid and coherent, and they had a definite message. As He had done for 
Joseph, God placed Daniel in a position of power and influence by 
allowing him to interpret a foreign ruler's dream. With the completion of 
the Bible, God does not have to use dreams and visions as much as He 
did before. That is not to say that He cannot or does not; God can 
communicate with us how He chooses. But our first stop should always 
be the Bible, not a dream. The Bible ‘completely equips’ us in that it 
reveals all that we need to know about God, his qualities, his moral 
standards, and our place in his purpose for the earth. God no longer uses 
dreams to convey messages to humans. If we want to learn about the 
future and God’s will for us, we need “not go beyond the things that are 
written”—that is, written in the Bible. Virtually all mankind can access 
this book and study its many revelations from God, including dreams.  
 
God used Daniel all those years ago to interpret a dream that still holds 
truth and meaning for us today. He gave Daniel the wisdom and the 
insight and the skill, not only for his own gain in that moment, he 
received the divine ability for the benefit of us all, even now. All the 
dreamers in this series had a role to play, a call to fulfill, a dream to 
dream. God used each one of them to further His kingdom. How is God 
using your role, your call, your dream, today? 
 
“God has a dream that life can be better than we know it to be. When 
this dream captures our heart – when we desire this kingdom of God first 
– then it does bring blessing, not just to us, but to the whole world. What 
does this kingdom of God look like, now, here in SA? For you and for me?” 
– Debbie van de Laar. 
 

Thank you Father, that I can hear what you are saying, through your 
word. Open my ears and hearts, so I can listen and obey. 

 
Notes:           
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DREAMERS 
 
DANIEL 
 
Group Notes 
 
Welcome:   When you wake up in the mornings, do you remember 

your dreams? Do you have a recurring dream? Share 
with the group. 

 
 
Worship: Read out loud the words of Daniel 2:20-23 a few times. 

Reflect prayerfully on what that means to you.  
  
 
Word: Read Daniel 2:25-47.  

 Do you think God still gives us wisdom, insight and 

dreams today?  

 If those dreams and insights contradict God’s word, 

which do you follow? Why? 

 What ‘kingdoms’ do people serve today? What do you 

think the world would look like, if we all served the 

kingdom of God first? In what way are you trying to 

serve the kingdom of God first, in your own life? 

 In what way could you build your life on the rock-solid 

foundation of God’s word? In what way would it make a 

difference to your everyday living? 

   
 
Work: This week, go and build your life on the rock of Christ’s 

word. Give your loyalty first to him.  
  



  

 



  

 


